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Rereading the Forms in Transmodern Islamic Art: Commonalities between Calligraphy and
Geometry in the Works of Contemporary Middle Eastern Artists Based on Feldman’s Model

Abstract

More than two decades have passed since the formation of the contemporaryart movement of
the Middle East. Due to the dispersion and lack of uniformity in the, art of,this,region, each
researcher has used a special title for it in their works in various periods, and aecording to the
paradigms dominant in Muslim societies. Middle Eastern art continued to“exist under two factors:
1. The entry of Western colonialism and modernity intosMuslim eeuntriess2. The departure of
famous artists to learn, or their permanence in the West, due'to the conditions after September 11
in these countries. Sylvia Neff (2003), for the purpose of historical research, divides modern and
contemporary Arab art into three periods: 1. Acceptance2. Adaptation and 3. Globalization (Naef,
3003), which can also be generalized to Iranian artists. Duting the period of introduction and
familiarity with Western art, Muslim artists tried to imitate the realist style and behavior of the
West. In Iran, the acceptance of these ideas began withyiMohammad Zaman, then ended with
Mahmoud Saba, Kamal al-Molk, and finally his student%vln the period of adaptation, artists who
had gone abroad tried to create a modern art by preserving the cultural heritage and national
background. In Iran, artists such as Jalil.Ziapour and Hossein Zanderudi, with the Sagakhaneh
movement and the adaptation of traditional\art and its combination with modern art, led to the
"Calligraphy" style, and in the suburbs of Arab-artists, such as Madiha Omar, Kamal Balata, and...
to the "Hurufiya Moyvement". However, lin'the period of globalization, after the September 11
attacks and during the two decades thatollowed, due to the migration of young Middle Eastern
artists to the West, two streams,_of their experiences in new lands emerged. The former created
hybrid works through traumatic experiences, critical art, and postmodernism, but the latter seeks
a complete narrative of "Selfhood” that has grown and emerged after emerging from the shadow
of "otherness," which has created a trammel reflection with transmodernist art.

This research object 1o reinterpret the forms found in the works of modern trans artists while
explaining Middle,East arty emphasizing the theoretical approach of modern trans art. To achieve
thisngoal, several basic questions are considered; What identity aspects do the forms found in
modern, Islamic trans art in the works of Middle East artists have? What experiences are these
forms thewrestift*of? The present research is qualitative and falls within the field of descriptive-
analytical stidlies. If§ object is to analyze the design structure and visual elements in the works of
contemporary Middle East diaspora artists. The method of collecting information by library
method and the method of describing and analyzing the works were also based on the theory of
four stages of description, formal analysis, interpretation, evaluation and judgment of Edmund
Burke Feldman. Also, the selection of works was selected from the perspective of professionalism,
renown of the artists, and the level of participation in international exhibitions and biennials.

Keywords: Transmodernism, Middle Eastern art, contemporary artist, calligraphy, geometry



