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Introduction: The present research aims to conduct a comparative study of the
status of sustainable development of football stadiums in Iran and selected European
countries and provide practical suggestions in line with sustainable sports
development while maintaining Iran's environment.

Methods: This research is a qualitative comparative study and data from documents,
guidelines, articles, research proposals, and relevant online sources on sustainable
stadium development and environmental actions of selected countries have been
collected and analyzed using George Brady's comparative pattern in four stages:
description, interpretation, juxtaposition, and comparison. The research population
consists of the stadiums of the top leagues in England, Spain, Germany, Italy,
France, and Iran, which were purposefully selected.

Results: After data collection and analysis, the identified actions towards
sustainable stadium development in the studied countries are categorized into six
sections: green transportation management, energy consumption management,
green materials utilization, waste management, water and air resources management,

and utilization of renewable energy resources.

Conclusion: The research results can be utilized by responsible sports institutions
and football federations. Their administrators can benefit from the experiences of
the countries studied in this research, as well as leading countries in sustainable
development, to manage sports facilities and stadiums sustainably in their future
plans. Furthermore, the findings of this research can be beneficial in formulating a
comprehensive program for sustainable sports development in the country and
fulfilling the social responsibility of sports towards the environment in Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The sports industry, particularly football, has a social responsibility
towards the environment and global community. Action should be
taken to reduce negative environmental impacts of hosting football
matches and promote sustainable, carbon-free practices. Iran is also
facing environmental challenges, with resource consumption
exceeding its biocapacity. Innovation in carbon-free sports and
sustainable development is crucial for positive changes and progress
in the sports sector. Developing countries are looking to advanced
nations for growth strategies. Research will focus on how European
countries reduce environmental pollution from hosting football
matches.

Methods

This study is a qualitative comparative research project that utilized a
documentary technique for data collection. The analysis was
conducted following George Brody's comparative model, which
includes stages such as description, interpretation, juxtaposition, and
comparison. The comparison involved selected countries: England,
Spain, Germany, lItaly, France, and Iran. Data was gathered from
various sources, including league organizations' websites, club
websites, stadium construction company websites, as well as 140 news
and report-based sources. In cases where information was not
available on these platforms, researchers reached out to football league
organizations and club website managers via email to gather the
necessary data.

Results

The findings of the study reveal that the countries examined have made
significant strides in safeguarding the environment, curbing pollutant
emissions, and fostering sustainable growth within their premier
football stadiums across multiple key areas. These encompass green
transportation management, energy consumption optimization,
utilization of eco-friendly materials, efficient waste management
practices, responsible stewardship of air and water resources, and the
integration of renewable energy sources. In stark contrast, the
management practices observed within Iranian football clubs and
stadiums fall short in terms of prioritizing sustainable development
and green initiatives. Instead, their focus appears to center more on
superficial aspects such as stadium aesthetics and cost reduction in
energy consumption. The disparities identified through the research
underscore a notable gap in environmental performance and
sustainable development between the top-tier stadiums in Iran and
those examined in the comparative analysis.

It is evident from the research that the countries under study have
adopted robust measures to uphold environmental integrity, mitigate
harmful emissions, and drive sustainable progress within their elite
sports venues. Meanwhile, the evaluation of Iranian football facilities
and clubs highlights a lack of holistic commitment to sustainable
development and eco-conscious initiatives, with efforts predominantly
geared towards superficial enhancements and short-term cost-saving
tactics. These findings illuminate a clear divergence in environmental
accountability and sustainable practices between Iranian stadiums and
their international counterparts, further emphasizing the critical need
for strategic interventions and enhanced environmental stewardship
within Iran's sports infrastructure.

Conclusion

The responsible policymaking institutions in the country's sports
sector, encompassing entities such as the Football Federation, the
League Organization, and Iranian football clubs, play a crucial role in
driving sustainable practices within the construction and management
of sports facilities, notably foothall stadiums. To achieve this goal,
these institutions must engage in meticulous planning and the
implementation of robust guidelines that are grounded in scientific
principles and informed by the latest industry practices. It is imperative
that they leverage the expertise of specialists and professionals in the
field of sustainable development to navigate the complexities of
minimizing environmental impact while maximizing operational
efficiency.

Furthermore, it is essential for these policymakers to consider the
unique geographical conditions of Iran, such as climate variations and
resource availability, when formulating their strategies for sustainable
sports infrastructure. By tailoring their approaches to align with the
specific environmental challenges and opportunities present in the
region, they can ensure that their initiatives are both effective and
contextually relevant. This localized perspective will be critical in
fostering long-term sustainability within the sports sector and
mitigating the environmental footprint of sports activities across the
country.

It is hoped that by drawing inspiration from the experiences and best
practices observed in the countries studied in the current research, as
well as those of global leaders in sustainable development, the
managers and officials of Iran's sports organizations can enhance their
efforts towards sustainable management of sports facilities and
football stadiums. By integrating these valuable insights into their
strategic plans and operational frameworks, they can pave the way for
a more environmentally conscious and socially responsible sports
industry that contributes positively to both local communities and the
global sustainability agenda.
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