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Majaz (including Metaphor and Metonymy) is one of the most important issues in the
rhetoric sciences, and its structure and mechanism have been the subject of discussions
since Aristotle's era. Misunderstanding this rhetorical style has caused some scholars to
think that Majaz is unrealistic or a lie and that the Qur'an lacks it. Therefore, a new and
efficient explanation of Majaz and how it is implied will be needed to understand and
interpret the Holy Quran, and the literature. This article tries to explain the semantic
structure of Metaphor and Metonymy and their signification in the natural language; by
using the ideas of past scientists and the teachings of applied semantics. It shows that both
Metaphor and Metonymy occur based on linguistic e//ipsis and non-linguistic reduction;
however, Metaphor is created on similarity, but Metonymy on contiguity. Metaphor can be
considered the brevity of similarity and Metonymy is the brevity of contiguity. Majaz
signifies the secondary meaning in the structure of linguistic signification, and the
addresses can obtain the expansive form of the brief speech and "interpret" and discover
the meaning by relying on the non-linguistic context (i.e., the context of the situation and
background knowledge). If one does not know a speech's application and non-linguistic
context, the interpretation of Majaz and the discovery of its meaning will be difficult and
sometimes impossible. Therefore, the occurrence, signification, and understanding of
Metaphor and Metonymy depend on the application. Thus, Majaz can be explained like
Haghighat and there is no such thing as a symbolic application (iste’'mal-e Majazi). As a
result, Majaz is a kind of abstract speech that can be considered the truth. Finally,
Metaphor and Metonymy can be redefined as: the brief word that signifies the secondary
meaning in the new application. So, this approach can solve one of the important problems
of rhetorical sciences about Metaphor and Metonymy.
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Extended Abstract

"Majaz" containing "Metaphor" and "Metonymy", is one of the most important issues in the
rhetoric sciences, and its structure and mechanism have been the subject of discussions since
Aristotle's era. Misunderstanding this rhetorical style has caused some scholars to think that
Majaz is unrealistic or a lie and that the Quran lacks it. Therefore, a new and efficient
explanation of Majaz and how it is implied will be needed to understand and interpret the Holy
Quran and the literature. This article tries to answer the following questions:

1. What is the semantic structure of the Majaz (Metaphor and Metonymy) and its

relationship to the primary meaning?

2. How can the signification of Majaz be explained along with the primary meaning?

3. What are the characteristics of Majaz, and how can it be redefined considering its

semantic structure and the way it signifies?

The study of Metaphor among Westerners goes back to Aristotle's theory of transference,
which held that in the Metaphor a transference occurs from the primary meaning to the
secondary meaning. The concept of Majaz was used among Muslim scholars at the beginning of
the third century in the sense of Arabic interpretation and styles, as well as the ways of
speaking; but, from the middle of the third century, the concept of "Haghighah" as opposed to
"Majaz" gradually appeared among the scholars influenced by Aristotle theories. Finally, in the
fifth Hijri century, Majaz was defined as using a word in a way other than what it intended.
However, this definition differed from the prior experiences of this literary phenomenon among
Muslim scholars. So, the concept of Majaz among Muslims initially began with their linguistic
comprehension, but after about two centuries, it has transformed into a definition influenced by
philosophical views.

Early works among Muslims and recent Semantic studies have reported the occurrence of a
kind of Ellipsis in Majaz Phenomena. Muslims have referred to and sometimes clarified in their
writings the relationship between Majaz and Brevity in speech. According to recent semantic
studies, the Ellipsis is the omission of words based on the co-text, rather than the reduction
which is the omission based on the context (i.e., the context of the situation and the addressee's
background knowledge).

It can be concluded that both Metaphor and Metonymy occur based on linguistic ellipsis
along with non-linguistic reduction; however, Metaphor is created on similarity, rather than
Metonymy on contiguity. Therefore, Majaz is a wordy speech expressed concisely and briefly in
a specific situation, based on the linguistic and non-linguistic context. So, Metaphor can be
considered the brevity of similarity, and Metonymy is the brevity of contiguity.

Each Majaz can be expanded and explained with an Interpreter Sentence (= 1S) equivalent to
the Majazi discourse. Each word in the IS has its primary meaning without any Metaphor or
Metonymy, in such a way that understanding the Majaz will depend on finding the IS. As a
result, various types of Majaz are always brief and concise discourses that become
understandable with the help of the IS. Below are two examples of Metonymy and Metaphor in
the Holy Quran, along with their related and equivalent IS. Therefore, the IS expands the brief
sentences and converts the Majaz to its primary form.

1. "Ask the town where we have been" (Surah: 12/ Verse: 82), IS: "Ask [the people of] the

town where we have been".

2. "Guide us along the straight path" (Surah: 1/ Verse: 6), IS: "Guide us along [the true

religion, which is like] the straight path [in reaching the distention]".

In the above examples of Metonymy and Metaphor, the phrases in brackets have been
omitted from the sentences based on linguistic ellipsis or non-linguistic reduction.
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Majaz signifies the secondary meaning in the structure of linguistic signification; not logical
signification based on Aristotle's theory. The linguistic signification represents the relationship
between words and their meanings in natural languages (Figure 1). In this scheme, the process
of signification depends on the applications by interpretation, but in logical signification, it is
only a function of the contract. Majaz is a brief discourse that the addressees can interpret in its
specific context. The addressees can obtain the expansive form of the short discourse (i.e., IS)
and interpret and discover the meaning by relying on the non-linguistic context (i.e., the context
of the situation and background knowledge). Metaphor is interpreted and expanded based on the
similarity and Metonymy upon the contiguity; However, only the addressee can interpret the
discourse and discover the meaning in the context.

Linguistic - Rational

Interpretation

Meaning

(Application)

Fig. 1. The "Linguistic Signification" scheme

The occurrence, signification, and understanding of Majaz depend on the application and its
context. The wise speaker creates concise discourse by eliminating and reducing words
depending on the non-linguistic context; in such a way that his specific audiences can expand
and interpret the meaning by considering its context. For one who does not know a discourse
application and non-linguistic context, the interpretation of Majaz and the discovery of its
meaning will be difficult and sometimes impossible. Therefore, non-addressees who do not
know the application and conditions of a discourse, cannot achieve its meaning; so the speech
appears ambiguous, contradictory, and unreal to them; that is why some ancient scholars
believed that Majaz is a lying or untrue speech.

Finally, we can find out the characteristics of Majazi discourse and its relationship to
Haghighah as below:

1. Structurally, the relationship between Haghighah and Majaz is: one wordy and expanded,

but the other one is brief and shortened; not to be real and unreal speech.

2. Both types of Majaz (i.e., Metonymy and Metaphor) are formed based on the omission
(linguistic Ellipsis and non-linguistic Reduction); with the difference that Metonymy
arises based on a kind of contiguity between the primary and the secondary meaning,
while Metaphor occurs upon on the similarity between the two. Thus, Metonymy can be
considered the brevity of contiguity and metaphor as the brevity of similarity.

3. The mechanism of signification in Haghighah and Majaz is the same, which is the
Linguistic Signification (Figure 1), with the difference that Haghighah signifies the
primary meaning and Majaz signifies the secondary meaning. Majaz making and its
signification, as well as its understanding, depend on the context.

4. It is fundamentally incorrect to use one name instead of another or transfer one name to
another (like what Aristotle assumed), however, a brief word can signify a new meaning
(secondary meaning) in its context and application.
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. Both Majaz and Haghighah are realistic discourses, and the assumption that “Haghighah

is real and Majaz is unreal” is rejected. Haghighah and Majaz signify meaning in
application and there are no preferences between them. It is highly emphasized: Majaz is
the brief form of Haghighah.

. If a metaphor should be considered a kind of transfer, this transfer should be from a brief

to a wordy discourse (not as Aristotle thought: a transfer from one name to another).

. Majaz can be explained like Haghighah, and there is no such thing as a symbolic

application (iste’mal-e Majazi). So, Majaz is a kind of abstract discourse that can be
considered the truth.

. Metaphor and Metonymy can be redefined as: the brief word that signifies the secondary

meaning in the new application. In this way, one of the important problems of rhetoric
sciences regarding the Majaz style, which arose from ancient philosophical theories, is
resolved.
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