Faculty of

University of Tehran

Sport Sciences and Health

Sport Management Journal

Online ISSN: 2676-427X

Model of Political Development of Sports in The Islamic Republic of Iran

Rahim Teymoori?

Mohammadrahim Najafzadeh*

, Jafar Barghimoghadam?>

, Habib Mohammadpour Yaghini®,
, Samad Zahiri Aghcheh Dizaj®

1. Department of Physical Education, Tabriz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tabriz, Iran. Email: kaka.t541@gmail.com
2. Corresponding Author, Department of Physical Education, Tabriz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tabriz, Iran. Email:

Jbmoghaddam@gmail.com

3. Department of Physical Education, Tabriz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tabriz, Iran. Email: mohammadpour@iaut.ac.ir
4. Department of Physical Education, Tabriz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tabriz, Iran. Email: najafzadehrahim@yahoo.com
5. Department of Political Science, Tabriz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tabriz, Iran. Email: zahiri_s@yahoo.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:

Research Article

Article history:
Received:

08 November 2024
Received in revised form:

12 February 2025
Accepted:

15 February 2025
Published online:

22 July 2026

Keywords:
consequences,
development,
policy,

sports,
strategies.

Introduction: The experience of different countries regarding the use of sports as
an efficient tool to solve many political conflicts and the existence of a research gap
led to the present research being conducted with the aim of developing a model of
political development of sports in the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Methods: This research is applied and qualitative type based on grounded theory
with Strauss and Corbin approach. The participants in the current research were 13
experts in the field of politics and sports in Iran, members of the faculty of sports
management and political science, who were selected using purposeful method and
considering theoretical saturation. The tool of research was semi-structured
interview. In the stage of data analysis, firstly, the demographic characteristics of
the participants and then the coding of the data were presented.

Results: The coding results of this research were obtained in 96 open codes, 32
concepts and 14 categories. The results of the research showed that the political
development model of sports in the Islamic Republic of Iran consists of five
dimensions: causal factors (the need for development and the need to solve
problems), background factors (environmental factors, management factors and
level of awareness), intervening factors (internal and external obstacles), strategies
(political, organizational and economic) and consequences (sports development,
social-cultural development, economic development and political development).
Conclusion: The political development of Iranian sports can lead to the country's
sports, cultural, social and economic development in addition to reducing domestic
and international problems.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Considering the experience of different countries in using sports as an
effective tool to resolve many political disputes and also considering
that despite the obvious need for political development in sports, no
comprehensive research has been conducted in this area so far and also
since there have always been numerous domestic and foreign political
problems in the country's sports and the country's sports have suffered
greatly from this issue, the present study was conducted with the aim
of developing a model for the political development of sports in the
Islamic Republic of Iran in order to take a small step towards the
political development of sports in the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Methods

This research is applied and qualitative type based on grounded theory
with Strauss and Corbin approach. The participants in the current
research were 13 experts in the field of politics and sports in Iran,
members of the faculty of sports management and political science,
who were selected using purposeful method and considering
theoretical saturation. The tool of research was semi-structured
interview. In the stage of data analysis, firstly, the demographic
characteristics of the participants and then the coding of the data were
presented. As the first stage of data coding (open coding), the
preliminary codes and how they were converted into final codes were
explained. In the second stage of data coding, which is called axial
coding, the final open codes were assigned to categories and were
given a higher degree of abstraction. Finally, in the third stage of
coding, or selective coding, the axial category was identified and the
relationship of other categories to this category was determined. In this
study, MaxQuda software was used to perform coding and analyze
data.

Results

After completing three coding stages (open, axial and selective), the
axial codings were combined and the content of each of them was
placed in the form of theoretical codes. The coding results of this
research were obtained in 96 open codes, 32 concepts and 14
categories. The results of the research showed that the political
development model of sports in the Islamic Republic of Iran consists
of five dimensions: causal factors (the need for development and the
need to solve problems), background factors (environmental factors,
management factors and level of awareness), intervening factors
(internal and external obstacles), strategies (political, organizational
and economic) and consequences (sports development, socio-cultural
development, economic development and political development).

Conclusion

Based on the results of the research, it can be concluded that there are
many factors that affect the political development of sports in the
Islamic Republic of Iran, some of which facilitate and smooth the path
of political development of Iranian sports and others act as obstacles
that slow down the path of this development. Therefore, the country's
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sports and political managers should pay attention to both types of
factors identified in the present study and in addition, adopt the
political, organizational and economic strategies presented in the
present study so that the country's sports, cultural-social, economic,
and political development of sports is ultimately achievable.
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