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The Impact of Economic Structure of Family on Spatial Structure of Houses;
A Case Study on Yazd City

Abstract

Every architectural space is designed to accommodate specific
activities and needs of its inhabitants. Therefore, the structure
of space is influenced by various factors, one of the most
important being family structure. After industrialization, the
role of the family as an economic unit shifted from being a
productive-consumer entity to a purely consumer-based one.
These changes led to alterations in family structure, affecting the
roles, relationships, and needs of family members. As a result,
different residential styles emerged, profoundly impacting the
spatial structure of homes. The primary question of this research
is: "How has the spatial structure of homes in Yazd changed
as a result of the evolving economic role of the family?" This
qualitative study employs grounded theory for data analysis.
Participants were selected through purposeful sampling with
the process continuing until theoretical saturation was reached.
Data collection involved in-depth, semi-structured interviews,
as well as both participant and non-participant observations. All
selected participants owned their homes and were interviewed
within their residences. Five participants were chosen for each
of the housing patterns discussed. Grounded theory was applied
to analyze the data through three coding stages: open coding,
axial coding, and selective coding. The literature review helped
identify the main categories of analysis, which include: the
power structure of the family, the relationships between family
members, and the family’s functional roles. For case studies, three
prevalent housing patterns in Yazd were purposefully selected,
and numerous interviews were conducted with residents. The
selected housing types were: (1) traditional homes with central
courtyards, (2) transitional homes (one or two stories with
courtyards to one side), and (3) modern apartment buildings that
follow a relatively similar pattern throughout the city. All three
housing types are still in use today, accommodating families
with different structures and economic needs. This diversity was
a key reason for choosing Yazd for this research. The literature
indicated that the power structure, relationships, and functions
within the family have changed in response to economic shifts.
Data analysis revealed that these changes in Yazd families are
reflected in the evolving roles of fathers, mothers, and children,
a decrease in family cohesion, an increase in individualism, and
shifts in the functionality of the home. These transformations in
family dynamics have also influenced the spatial organization
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of homes by diminishing age and gender hierarchies, focusing
more on individual space, reducing spatial fluidity, and altering
the qualities expected from different spaces. The findings of this
study are applicable to many towns with structures similar to
Yazd. Additionally, the research methodology used in this study
can serve as a valuable framework for similar research in other

contexts.
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