Environmental

University of Tehran Press

Hazards

Management

Iranian Hazardology Association

Home Page: https://jhsci.ut.ac.ir Online ISSN: 2383-0530

Analysis of the Risks of the Developments in Syria in 2024 on Iran

Ebrahim Barzegar®”

| Abdolreza Alishahi?

1. Corresponding Author, Department of Political Science, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran. Email:

Barzegar@atu.ac.ir
2. Department of Political Science,

Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran. Email: Abdolreza_alishahi@atu.ac.ir

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article History:

Received 08 January 2025
Revised 10 February 2025
Accepted 18 February 2025
Published 14 March 2025

Keywords:

Bashar al-Assad fall,

Becoming Syrian,

Movement and counter-movement,
Iran,

Syria.

Syria has been one of the most important centers of developments in the Middle East in
recent years. The developments in this country in the domestic, regional and
international dimensions have had a tremendous impact on the set of political and
security events in the Middle East, such that the country became a hotbed for the
emergence and expansion of terrorist activities shortly after the Islamic Awakening or
Arab Spring. On the one hand, the logistical support of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Russia's supportive behavior led to the relative decline of ISIS and other terrorist groups
in Syria, which seemed to be a factor in the survival of the Assad government, but in
December 2024, the Assad government again faced a wide range of internal protests and
fell in just 11 days. An important issue in this regard is the examination of two very
important issues. First; a realistic analysis of the speed and acceleration of the fall of the
Assad government and second; generalization of this situation to the allied governments
of Syria such as the Islamic Republic of Iran (the Serialization of Iran). Accordingly, the
authors' goal in this study is to first provide a solid and reasoned answer to the question
of why the Syrian government collapsed in an astonishing eleven-day period, and
secondly to address the environmental, value, and psychological risks of this issue for
the Islamic Republic of Iran. In both sections, objective evidence and documents are
presented. Understanding its possible risks for Iran depends on what and how the
process of collapse in Syria was, so that the similarities, differences, and distinctions
between the two societies and governments in Syria and Iran can be understood. In the
fall of the Syrian government, countless movements and countermovement’s have
accumulated, each of which has contributed to its final outcome, namely collapse. In the
second section, the authors, while studying the future of the developments in Syria,
examine its psychological and environmental risks for Iran, and the authors' findings and
assessment are that the scenario of these risks is assessed as having a low probability.
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1. Introduction

One of the countries in the Middle East that has a very high strategic importance is Syria. Due to its
extensive strategic alliance with the Islamic Republic of Iran and Russia, this country has always been
threatened by the United States, Israel and Turkey from geopolitical, nationalist and security aspects.
The presence of the Kurdish democratic forces, the closer proximity of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
the borders of Israel and the oil resources all from Syria have created an important and influential
focus. For this reason, at the beginning of the Islamic Awakening or Arab Spring, Syria was one of the
areas of widespread protest. Regardless of the success of the Islamic Awakening or Arab Spring in
achieving democracy in the Middle East, which is beyond the scope of the current article, a very
important issue is to examine the two issues of the intensification of popular protests against the Assad
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government and the successful process of the Assad government in surviving and relatively repelling
the threats of terrorist groups such as ISIS and Al-Nusra. Regarding the first issue, Syria has faced a
wide range of economic, ethnic, political and power structure distribution problems. The reality is that
despite having an organized army inherited from his father, Hafez al-Assad, the Assad government has
largely failed to resolve economic problems, the distribution of power, and the rights of citizens. In
addition, the extensive logistical, military, and economic support from countries such as Turkey, Saudi
Arabia, Israel, and the United States for groups opposing Assad quickly turned the country into the
center of war in the Middle East. Such a major event put the Assad government on the verge of
collapse, just like some traditional and conservative regimes in the region such as Mubarak in Egypt
and Gaddafi in Libya, but the entry and support of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Syria moderated
tensions in the country and reduced the threats of ISIS and al-Nusra in Syria for a while. With the
subsiding of the protests in Syria and the relative decline of ISIS and other terrorist groups in the
country, it seemed that the Assad government would move the situation in Syria towards stability by
adopting and implementing some strategic policies in the political-economic fields and gaining the
relative satisfaction of the opposition, but the reality is that the Assad government continues to face
major challenges in many military, security, economic and political issues and has failed to implement
reforms. Accordingly, this time, the terrorist group Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), led by Abu Abu
Mohammad al-Julani, attempted to consolidate the aforementioned group in a short period of time and
succeeded in overthrowing the Assad government in a period of eleven days. The main issue of the
current research is focused on examining two important issues. First; examining why and how the
Assad government fell in a short period of time. This issue, apart from being very surprising, requires
in-depth discussion and investigation. Second; Can the process of the Assad government's fall be
generalized among its strategic allies, especially the Islamic Republic of Iran? The theoretical
framework of movement and counter-movement in politics is the guiding theory of this paper. In this
framework, it is assumed that political developments are the result and accumulation of a series of
movements and counter-movements of aligned and conflicting actors and agents, which, for example,
lead to the preservation of Bashar al-Assad in 2011 and, conversely, to his fall in 2024. Although this
seems sudden and rapid on the surface, it is the result of the accumulation of many movements and
counter-movements that ultimately lead to the meta-movement of collapse.

2. Materials and methods

This research method is a combination of descriptive-analytical methods and interviews. The method
of collecting information is documentary, followed by discussions with about twenty experts and
analysis by the authors. Due to the surprise of the events and their speed, it is still necessary to use
tacit knowledge that is in the minds of experts and has not yet had the opportunity to be converted into
explicit knowledge and written books and articles.

3. Discussion and results

In explaining the set of reasons that resulted in the fall of the Assad government, the current article
discussed and examined 23 reasons, and in the second part, the consequences of this issue and its risks
for the Islamic Republic of Iran system were discussed and examined. In fact, the focus of assessing
Iran's environmental, value, and psychological risks in the developments of the fall of the Syrian
government has been the subject of this article. For this purpose, it was necessary to examine the
movements and countermovement’s accumulated during the past decade in Syria in order to clarify the
numerous reasons for the fall of the government. These reasons show that although the speed of the
fall was apparently surprising; but considering this process, it seems to be expected. In fact, this series
of reasons mentioned makes ambiguities and hidden cases observable and explains. Considering this
process, the Syrianization of Iran in the current situation is not possible, and in fact, from here, the
second part of the research, namely its reflection on Iran, has been addressed. In terms of objective
factors, there are many differences and distinctions between Syria and Iran. The opposition's attempt
to "make sense" and make the process of Syriacization in 2024 conceivable is a futile attempt.
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4. Conclusion

The Islamic Awakening or Arab Spring refers to a series of protest movements in the Arab world
during which many countries in the region faced political and security developments resulting from
popular protests. In the meantime, the waves of protests quickly spread from North Africa to West
Asia, and after the fall of the Ben Ali governments in Tunisia, Gaddafi in Libya, and Mubarak in
Egypt, many conservative Arab countries in the Middle East also faced potential threats regarding the
fall of their governments. The Bashar al-Assad government in Syria also faced a heavy spectrum of
domestic protests, and in a short time, the country became the center of the Golan of terrorist groups.
Despite the emergence and strength of terrorist groups such as ISIS, Al-Nusra, and Tahrir al-Sham, the
Assad government, with the extensive support of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Russia's supportive
behavior, was able to ensure its survival. However, due to reasons such as the lack of effective
reforms, deep social divisions, and widespread weakness in intelligence and military forces, the scope
of dissatisfaction in Syria deepened again, and a short time later, the Takfiri terrorist group Tahrir al-
Sham, led by Abu Muhammad al-Julani, once again brought about the fall of the Assad government in
a short period of time.
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