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Social capital is defined as a collection of relationships, networks, trust, needs, and
participatory systems in a society that, when increased, improve the society’s ability to
face challenges and enhance the living conditions of its members. On the other hand,
setting management drivers at the level of territorial governance requires an approach
based on these aspects of social capital, especially the social capital of the local
community, to achieve participatory governance of the territory. Therefore, projects such
as the sustainable development plan for rural systems, which promote and optimally
utilize the capital of local communities, have been implemented to improve the
governance system of the territory. Accordingly, this research has analyzed intragroup
social capital before and after the implementation of the plan in three villages—
Eskelabad, Eslamabad Kaleh-Espid, and Chah Ahmad Asli in Taftan County—which
were among the target areas of this plan. Given the importance of participatory
management and strengthening social capital, analyzing the link between trust and
participation among individuals in these villages is essential. As a result, the social
network analysis method has been used to examine the links of trust and participation
among the members of the targeted rural development funds. Sampling in each village
included the head members of each fund, comprising 30 people per fund. The results of
the network analysis before the implementation of the plan indicated a low level of social
capital among the local community. Additionally, a relatively large distance in
relationships among the fund members was observed before the implementation of the
plan. Conversely, the results of the network analysis after the plan's implementation
showed that these indicators followed a positive trend. The speed of information
circulation among individuals increased significantly, while distances were reduced.
Consequently, it can be stated that implementing the development and progress plan for
rural systems in the county under study has led to increased unity among villagers and
improved intragroup social capital. In other words, improved communication has created
opportunities for enhancing social welfare and expanding trust and participation among
village residents.
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