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Abstract

Proving the external world is one of the issues that have been a concern of
Heidegger since the beginning of his career. Throughout the course of his
philosophical thought, Heidegger repeatedly attempts to recover the early Greek
pre-Socratic experience of existence as gdaic (phosis). By tracing the roots of the
words gvoig and nature, he rejects the translation of ¢voig to nature and states that
this translation became the reason for the deviation of philosophy and then science,
as a result of which, in Kant's philosophy, the need to prove the external world was
felt. Therefore, he tried to distance himself from scientism and the scientific view,
and in referring to Greek thought, he showed that the lack of proof of the external
world is not due to the neglect of Greek philosophers, but lies in their way of
looking at the relationship between man and the world. To solve these problems,
referring to Aristotle's philosophy, he interprets terms such as ¢doig, enayoyng,
artia, dpyr, etc. In his opinion, for Aristotle, gdoic is the Being in itself and other
terms such as ortia, dpyn, and especially ovoio should be redefined and interpreted
in this regard. By presenting this interpretation, he shows that the relationship
between man and Being is deeper than the need to prove Being. Being manifests
before beings and before them for humans, and humans are able to exist through it.
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Introduction

The book “On the Being and conception of @dboic in Aristotle’s physics B, 1” shows that the
confrontation with the problem of proving the external world was one of the most important issues that
occupied the young Heidegger’s mind. He believes that the Romans incorrectly translated ¢voig as
natura, which is more closely related to the Greek root yev-, meaning “to be born, to come into being,”
than to @vo1c.

But what does @Ooic mean? To answer this question, Heidegger in the above book, interpreting
emayoyng as “leading towards” in Aristotle’s words, states that the main characteristic of things whose
existence is from @Ooc1g is movement, which indicates being directed towards something; and in
Heidegger’s view, leading towards beings or, beyond that, leading towards existence. If we directly
experience and pay attention to those beings that are from @bo1g, then we consider both the being that
moves and its state of being “being-moved”.

Before attempting to see what @¥c1¢ means in relation to those moving beings, Heidegger wants to
identify the beings of the realm of ¢vo1g and therefore begins by interpreting the relation of causality.

He states that some beings “are” through other “causes,” but the first group, those called causes, are
through @bo1g. So from the beginning @voig is the cause (outiov, aitia). artiov here means the thing
responsible for the fact that a being is as it is. attwov is translated by Heidegger as Ur-sache, the source
and origin of the thing. Heidegger also uses the German word Vershulden as a translation of the Greek
attie, a word that means responsibility, cause, as well as guilt and debt. A cause is that to which a
being owes its being.

Heidegger goes on to explain the reason more precisely, stating that the Greeks called beings
“constant”, which has a double meaning: on the one hand, that which endures in itself, that which
precedes, endures “outside”; On the other hand, constant means firm and lasting, that which remains
over time. Accordingly, @Oo1c is what is responsible for the fact that “constant” has a unique position
in itself.

Heidegger also discusses the meaning of the word apyn and considers origin and regulation as its
two meanings, and states that in order to express the unity that oscillates between these two meanings,
we can translate apyn as the origin of regulation and regulation of origin. For Heidegger, the
combination of these two meanings is essential and expresses the meaning of avtiov more precisely.
Heidegger states that @bOoig is dpyr; that is, the origin and order of the “being-moved” and the
stationary, especially in the moving being that has dapyr in itself. In his view, moving beings exist only
insofar as their place of being is in motion. Heidegger states that Aristotle here defines @vo1ig as the
apyn Kwnoewg (origin and beginning of movement and motion) that causes something to appear. If we
consider all these “appearances” that share a common denominator as types of movement together, we
come close to their main characteristic that Aristotle establishes in the word and concept of
“uetafoln” (to change); And that means that in a change, something hidden and absent appears. So,
according to Heidegger, we must learn, in order to accompany Aristotle, how for the Greeks
movement as a state of being has the structure of emergence in presence.

Therefore, “pvo1g”, dpyf Kwvnoewg, is the origin and order of change, so that everything that
changes has this order in itself. The difference between the group of ¢voig ovta, which have their
apyn, that is, the beginning and origin of their movement of existence, not in another being, but in
themselves, and the artifacts, is that apyn is the artifacts of Teyvn, which as knowledge and know-how,
in Apyitextov, the creator, that is, the one who controls teyvn as dpyn.

Heidegger then goes on to explain ovciwa by avoiding the usual translations and familiar
interpretations of “substance” and “essence” and opts for the term “beingness”. He argues that this
term actually tells us almost nothing, and that is precisely its advantage. In fact, pOo1c is ovoia, that
which distinguishes a being from us, and in one word: Being. He goes on to explain how simple and
clear is the explanatory phrase that Aristotle adds after the word ovcuwa in the above text: vmokeievov
YOp TL KL €V VTOPOKEWWEV®D €0TIV 1] VOIS agl: For @ooig is always like a lying-present, and “in” a
lying-present. Heidegger states that this sentence explains to what extent @vo1g is ovola and therefore
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has the character of being and existence. This requires that we understand vmokeipevov in a way that
corresponds to to ov. Accordingly, vrokeylevov can mean “something that is distinguished by the pre-
present”, and therefore can mean the pre-present itself.

Heidegger continues, in accordance with the explanation of ovcwn through vmoxeyevov, the
existence of beings meant for the Greeks presence: “there” beforehand and “in front of...” So @¥o1¢ as
“ovolwn”, especially for Aristotle, means ‘“constant presence”. But what does presence mean?
According to Heidegger, presence is a temporal category, and Aristotle considers time in terms of the
present, the now, and perhaps even as something present itself, as a being among other beings.

Now it has been established through éraymyfic that gvoig dvta are the same as kvpva, that is: the
existence of @Ooig in the state of being-moved. Accordingly, the question of understanding being-
moved as a mode and state of being, that is, being-present, arises. Only then can ¢vc1g be understood
in its being as the origin and order of being-moved, that is, that which itself moves from outside itself
and towards itself. Therefore, the question of @Vo1g rather than evoig Gvta is more an inquiry into the
being of those beings from which it is already clear how beings of such an existence can have
properties in general.

“But the attempt to prove that ¢vo1g is futile” Heidegger asks, quoting Aristotle, why this attempt is
futile? Because @Oo1g does not need to be proven, since wherever a being of ¢voig stands out in the
open, eVoig has already shown itself and is exposed to view.

For Heidegger, the way to reach what is already seen but not yet understood is “leading towards”;
that is, emayoyn. This is what compels us to look further ahead, to what we are not ourselves, to
something far away that is nevertheless closest, closer than anything that our progress sees before our
eyes or In order not to ignore the closest and at the same time the most distant, we must stand beyond
the obvious and the "real” and come into contact with existence. In the literal sense, man becomes ex-
sistent. Existence, which is referred to in English as "Being", originally means "standing out" or
"appearance”, which is made up of two parts: ex, meaning "out" and sistence, meaning "standing".
Therefore, @Vo1G as existence, the pre-existence of beings, appears to man, and man also has existence
towards this world, and therefore the relationship of man with existence is such that they cannot be
separated from each other, and therefore there is no need to prove the existence of the world.
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