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Abstract

The discussion about the state has been a serious and challenging topic
throughout human life, especially in the modern era. Therefore, at a time
when this discussion has had many ups and downs in Europe, Schiller,
under the influence of Kant, proposed the theory of "aesthetic state™ and
among competing theories and in opposition to what modernity has
prepared for man and the new world, presenting a different point of view
suits the taste of the times .In this article, an attempt has been made to
systematically explain the place of this debate in Kant's thought, and after
presenting the basics of his aesthetic theory, Schiller's point of view on the
aesthetic state and its similarities and differences with Kant's thought have
been evaluated. For this purpose, both Schiller's philosophical works have
been referred to and his dramatic works have been discussed. In the
continuation of the article, the influence of this idea on the thinkers of the
Romantic era and the formation of the idea of the poetic state and the
organic state and its development process have been discussed. Finally,
while comparing the difference between the views of Kant and Hegel in the
discussion of culture and the influence of this view in the definition of the
state, the difference between the state as a work of art, as proposed by
Schiller, and Hegel's organic state and how they influence the field of
culture, society and politics Assessment has been made.
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Introduction

In this article, it is first explained that During the Enlightenment era, the idea of a "mechanical state”
in the Cartesian mathematical world was proposed, but the romantics went beyond this idea and
proposed an "organic state” that conveyed both the feeling of freedom to the citizens and the sense of
belonging to the community and necessity, Historical development and cultural tradition. The idea of
"the state as a work of art" or the aesthetic state was proposed in such a context by Friedrich Schiller
under the influence of Kant and expanded and developed with other romantics.

By considering the judgment of taste as subjective, Kant proposes his Copernican revolution in
criticizing the power of judgment and speaks to get rid of relativism, alienation and reflection on the
object in the free play of cognitive powers. He also refers to the common human capacity to perceive
beauty by talking about common sense.

In fact, Kant is trying to save beauty, art and aesthetics from the evil of predetermined rules with
this separation and distinction between types of rulings. In fact, contrary to the existing tradition in art
theory, Kant seeks to liberate aesthetics from quantitative rules. According to him, genius is to
establish a rule in nature. Contrary to some interpretations, he does not negate the rule, however, the
rule he establishes is not conceptual either. According to him, art has its own rules and establishes its
own rules through the play of imagination. However, Schiller is more serious in seeking to save art
and aesthetics from pre-determined rules and show the relationship between art and politics more
clearly than Kant. He considers even politics to be free from predetermined rules.

However, despite the fact that Kant was trying to give rationality and discipline and a framework to
art, later romanticist thinkers separated from Kant by allowing feelings and emotions completely free.
In the meantime, following Kant, Schiller wanted to preserve the free play of imagination and
understanding at the same time and make it orderly. It should also be noted that Schiller, in addition to
his philosophical works, also has points to consider in his "plays". Although he did not explicitly use
the term "artistic state", his dramatic works often reflect his philosophical ideas about aesthetics, ethics
and the state. Therefore, he has examined the themes related to ideal state, the role of aesthetics and
the transforming power of art in his plays in addition to his letters .Among them are the plays of Don
Carlos, Bandits, Mary Stewart and etc.

In order to preserve rationality in art and free it from predetermined frameworks, Schiller uses the
drive of play, which is between two basic drives; That is, the sensory drive and the facial drive
mediate. Schiller explains that these two drives are often in conflict and introduces the play drive as a
reconciling force that harmonizes the sensory and facial drives. The play drive is at the center of
aesthetic experience and the aesthetic state. A state that is on the transition from a natural state (that is,
a state based on sensory drives) to a moral state (based on facial drives).

Next, this article talked about the romantic organic state, which like any organism grows and
develops over time and adapts itself to local conditions. As a result, the structure of such a state is the
result of historical development and tradition, not the result of formal agreements and fake statutes
imposed from above. In this article, it is mentioned that the organic state of Hegel is different from the
organic state of the thinkers of the romantic era. The Hegelian state is under the idea of "concept" or
"reasonable form", but Schiller's aesthetic state is under the idea of aesthetics, poetry, and art, and the
difference between the two is the difference in the meaning of culture according to Kant and Hegel,
which shows itself in the difference in the meaning of Kultur and Bildung.

In the following, the state is poeticized and features are listed for it, including: the presence of faith
and love, which can make the society more harmonious, and through common spiritual and emotional
ties, it strengthens unity and harmony among its citizens. In the poetic state, the power of the state
comes from its ability to reflect and nurture the spiritual and inner life of its citizens. A state that goes
beyond mere political and rational management and creates a society with shared moral and spiritual
values.

In the following, by mentioning the differences between the artistic state and the aesthetic state
and proposing that the goal of the romantics was to transform the world into a work of art, and
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therefore, in their opinion, not only poems, plays and novels, but even the individual, society and the
state are also works of art, as a result, the unity Sense and intellect are necessary to become a beautiful
soul, the final result is described as follows: the "state as a work of art" that Schiller discusses is
actually a concept that simultaneously includes the characteristics of the aesthetic state, the organic
state, and the poetic state. Although these concepts are closely related, they can be understood with
minor differences based on the context and interpretation. The state of art is based on the common
capacity of human beings to perceive beauty without predetermined rules, and based on individual
ends, not fixed functions. For this purpose, the drive of play is the mechanism that creates the aesthetic
state and establishes true freedom. This freedom is achieved through aesthetic education. The active
participation of free citizens and self-regulating groups and mediation between the state and the people
is one of the capacities to realize freedom in an artistic state, and it arises and expands from the needs
and requirements of the people themselves, rather than being imposed on the society.

In the view of romanticism, every person and organization is considered as a work of art, and the
state is obliged to create harmony and compatibility between these people and organizations. A state
that can create order and beauty and harmony among the members of the society is actually a work of
art. The state is like a huge orchestra that creates harmony between the musicians. The state is also
obliged to pay attention to the goals of each individual and define the state in harmony with these
goals. In artistic Schiller's state, every human flourishes based on his talents, and the state provides a
space where people can freely and happily develop their talents. In such a state, every human remains
as a poem and a piece of music that actualizes beyond its function in an aesthetic horizon.

Therefore, since art is the manifestation of the absolute and a vital tool for expressing the absolute
and filling the gap between the finite and the infinite, Schiller's state is the extension of the absolute
and the establishment of the assemblies of nature and spirit. This state strives to bridge the gap
between the physical world and the spiritual realm and to extend its universal nature beyond borders.
An idea that later developed in different forms in the thought of Hegel and others.
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