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Abstract

Dialectic as a method in philosophical thought and reasoning plays a pivotal
role in the philosophies of Plato and Hegel. Plato, particularly in dialogues
such as Republic and Sophist, introduces dialectic as a pathway to truth,
laying the foundation that was later developed by Hegel. In Plato’s
philosophy, ideas (Forms) have meaningful and logical connections with one
another, and through mutual and dialectical examination, a deeper
understanding of truth can be achieved. However, Hegel views dialectic as a
historical and philosophical process that advances through contradictions
(thesis and antithesis) and their resolution (synthesis), continuously elevating
awareness and cognition to higher levels, ultimately culminating in the
realization of Absolute Spirit. Hans-Georg Gadamer, influenced by these two
philosophers, endeavors in his seminal work Truth and Method to redefine
dialectic within the framework of philosophical hermeneutics. Gadamer,
emphasizing historicity and language as essential components of
understanding, regards dialectic not only as a fundamental element in
attaining truth but also as an inseparable factor in any interpretation of texts
and historical events. This article examines the impact of dialectical elements
from Plato and Hegel on Gadamer's hermeneutical theory. Using an
analytical-comparative approach, it demonstrates how Gadamer integrates
the dialectical concepts of Plato and Hegel with his hermeneutical principles,
creating an innovative framework that emphasizes historicity and dialogue
for understanding and interpretation in the humanities.
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1. Introduction

In philosophy, dialectic has always played a fundamental role in the mode of thinking and reasoning.
Plato, in works such as The Republic and The Sophist, presents dialectic as a method for attaining
truth, based on the reciprocal examination of ideas. In this view, Platonic Forms are logically and
semantically interconnected, and a deeper understanding of truth can be achieved through dialectical
engagement. In contrast, Hegel conceives of dialectic not merely as a method but as a historical and
philosophical process that unfolds through internal contradictions (thesis and antithesis) and their
resolution (synthesis). This process elevates consciousness to higher levels and ultimately leads to the
realization of Absolute Reason.

Hans-Georg Gadamer, in his book Truth and Method, redefines dialectic within the framework of
philosophical hermeneutics, drawing influence from these two philosophical traditions. He considers
understanding not as a static and objective process but as a historical and linguistic phenomenon.
Unlike the methodology of the empirical sciences, which emphasizes measurement and calculation,
Gadamer argues that understanding in the humanities occurs through dialogue and language. In this
regard, he views dialectic not only as a tool for attaining truth but also as an essential element of all
interpretation. According to Gadamer, the meaning of a text or historical event does not emerge in
isolation but rather within the horizon of the interpreter and through continuous dialogue. This
dialogue, based on questioning and answering, has its roots in Platonic dialectic, while Gadamer,
drawing from Hegel, further develops it within a historical and linguistic context.

Accordingly, this paper employs an analytical-comparative approach to examine the influence of
Platonic and Hegelian dialectical elements on Gadamer’s hermeneutic theory. It demonstrates how
Gadamer, by integrating these concepts with his own hermeneutic principles, formulates a novel
framework for understanding and interpretation in the humanities. In this framework, language and
history play a fundamental role in human experience of the world, and understanding is a linguistic
and historical phenomenon shaped through dialectic and dialogue.

2. Importance of the Issue
Examining the components of Plato's and Hegel's dialectics in Gadamer's hermeneutical theory
reveals how Gadamer redefines truth as something dependent on tradition, language, and historical
experience. This article demonstrates that Gadamer, from the perspective of hermeneutical experience,
pays attention to Hegel's dialectics and approaches it critically from the standpoint of Plato's dialectics,
offering us a novel way to understand phenomena and texts that transcends the limitations of scientific
and empirical methods. He argues that "the process of understanding that occurs in the human sciences
finds itself in this path, not in the idealized methodological structures that govern modern natural
science based on mathematics” (Gadamer, 2004: 452). In fact, he believes that understanding in the
human sciences is more complex and profound than the methods of empirical sciences and should
occur within the framework of language and tradition, interconnected with lived human experiences.
This perspective, by creating a distinction in understanding matters related to the human sciences,
liberates it from the limitations of empirical methods and leads to the discovery of meaning and truth
through dialectical dialogue between horizons. Therefore, examining the components of Plato's and
Hegel's dialectics in Gadamer's hermeneutical theory is particularly significant: it can lead to a fresh
understanding of the reciprocal influence of history and tradition on our structures of understanding
and thought, and especially provide greater insight and flexibility in comprehending phenomena
related to the human sciences.

3. Main Questions

This article seeks to answer two questions. First: What role do the dialectical components of Plato and
Hegel play in Gadamer's hermeneutical theory regarding understanding and interpretation? Second:
How does Gadamer explain the possibility of understanding in the human sciences by combining these
components with his own hermeneutical principles?
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4. Research Method
This research is primarily based on the study of library resources, articles published in international
journals, and online sources.

5. Research Results

Gadamer, inspired by Hegel, sees experience not merely as a confirmation of the past but as a
dialectical encounter with reality in which our awareness of ourselves and the world is continuously
reconstructed and revised. In this way, true experience involves negation and critique of previous
experiences that lead to changes and increases in our awareness. Gadamer considers himself a
phenomenologist whose goal is to return to the essence of things and the lifeworld. He critiques Hegel
for the idea that we cannot limit collective life to a level inaccessible to reflective consciousness, as
this would separate it from us. By examining the subject from a perspective similar to reflective
awareness in idealism, he emphasizes that the subject must act beyond what it is aware of. He believes
that understanding should be regarded not merely as a subjective act but as participation in the event
of tradition. Consequently, understanding always entails a transmission in which the past and present
are continuously mediated. While accepting the element of negation in Hegel, Gadamer distances
himself from him and emphasizes the importance of the structure of Platonic dialogue as key to
understanding in his hermeneutics. Drawing on Socratic dialectic, he attempts to address the
shortcomings of Hegel's views regarding hermeneutic experiences, particularly focusing on the
structure of Platonic dialogues as the primary basis for understanding in his hermeneutics. Gadamer
examines the hermeneutical phenomenon based on the dyadic model of question and answer in Plato,
asserting that to understand Plato, one must engage with his texts in a manner that not only enters the
dialogue and dialectic present in these texts but also must repeat this dialogical movement in the
process of understanding. Although Platonic dialectic focuses on the quest for truth through dialogue
and logical thinking, this truth is regarded as an eternal and fixed entity, with dialogue merely serving
as a tool to approach it. In contrast, Gadamer believes that dialogue is not only essential for attaining
truth but also for openness to new horizons and for reconsidering our previous assumptions. He sees
dialectic as a process in which there is no final truth and understanding is formed and reconstructed in
an ongoing, dynamic dialogue with others and texts. Therefore, Gadamer's hermeneutical
understanding is always in flux and influenced by temporal and spatial conditions. The results of this
research indicate that Gadamer's hermeneutical approach, focusing on Platonic dialectic and his
critique of Hegel, provides a new possibility for understanding texts and traditions in the humanities.
By presenting the hermeneutical experience as a dialogical and dynamic process, Gadamer poses a
fundamental challenge to modern scientific methods and Hegelian dialectic, believing that
understanding in the humanities is shaped and reconstructed through openness and dialogue with
others rather than being confined to historical and eternal structures. Gadamer’s emphasis on dialogue
as the foundation of the hermeneutical experience offers the humanities a methodology in which truth
is not an ultimate destination but a movement that opens new horizons in understanding and
reconsidering assumptions.
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