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Abstract

The word "ha’'ik" in Sermon 19 of Nahj al-Balagha is used to address 'Ash'ath ibn Qays.
Linguistically, this word encompasses various meanings, including joining one thing to
another, weaving fabric, walking with pride and coquetry, and the metaphorical meaning
of composing sentences and poetry. Commentators of Nahj al-Balagha have presented
different views in selecting and applying these meanings to 'Ash'ath ibn Qays, some of
which do not align with historical reality or the speech and conduct of Imam Ali (AS). This
article examines the various meanings of the word "ha’ik" and critically analyzes the views
of Nahj al-Balagha commentators regarding the phrase "ha’ik ibn ha’ik." It attempts to
determine the correct meaning based on the context of the sermon and available historical
evidence. The results indicate that among the four meanings — 'Ash'ath being a weaver,
having a deficient intellect and limited aptitude, walking with pride and coquetry, and being
a liar - only the latter meaning appears to be correct due to its consistency with the
circumstances of the sermon's delivery and its context. Other mentioned meanings lack
credibility due to reasons such as the absence of specific historical evidence and the
incorrect assumption of 'Ash'ath being a weaver.
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