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applicants. This necessitates the development of a comprehensive
definition of a legal person. The purpose of this article is to elucidate
the concept of a legal person to address practical challenges, particularly
in the assignment of national identifiers to legal entities. The central
question of the study is: What constitutes a legal person? Using an
analytical-descriptive method with a comparative approach, this
research identifies six elements of a legal person. Based on these
elements, a definition of a legal person is proposed, and it is
recommended that the guidelines for assigning National 1Ds be revised
accordingly.
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Introduction

In Iranian law, as in many other legal systems, the concept of a legal person
lacks a clear and comprehensive definition. Although certain regulations
concerning national identification provide definitions, analysis reveals that
these definitions are neither exhaustive nor sufficiently precise. Scholarly
literature also demonstrates a lack of consensus on the matter. Various
definitions found in legal dictionaries and scholarly works include the
following: (1) Legal entities are groups that, under specific conditions,
possess a legal personality of varying completeness, subject to diverse
regulatory frameworks, such as companies, governments, municipalities,
and unions. (2) A legal person emerges from the formation of an
organization or group of two or more individuals, governed by a specific
statute or charter, to achieve objectives formally recognized by the relevant
legal authority. (3) A legal person is a group of individuals with shared
interests and activities, or a portion of property allocated for a specific
purpose, recognized by law as possessing an independent legal personality,
such as commercial companies, government entities, the University of
Tehran, or associations. Accordingly, a legal person is a juridical construct
established to pursue specific objectives.

Purpose

The ambiguity surrounding the concept of a legal person creates uncertainty
in the performance of legal duties. For example, legal entities are required to
obtain a unique identifier, termed the "National ID." The institution
responsible for issuing the National ID must verify the applicant’s legal
personality before proceeding with the assignment. However, the lack of a
clear definition of a legal person has resulted in confusion and
inconsistencies in the allocation of National IDs to numerous applicants.
This underscores the need for a comprehensive definition of a legal person.
The objective of this article is to clarify the concept of a legal person to
resolve practical challenges, particularly in the process of assigning national
identifiers to legal entities. The primary research question is: What
constitutes a legal person? The definition must encompass all types of legal
entities in both public and private law, including special cases, while
excluding entities that are not genuine legal entities by nature. Furthermore,
the criteria or elements of the definition must be clear and comprehensive.
To this end, it is necessary to analyze existing definitions and identify their
common elements.
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Method

The data for this study were primarily collected through library research and
online resources and analyzed using a descriptive-analytical method with a
comparative approach.

Conclusion

After evaluating and critiquing existing definitions, this study concludes that
each definition captures only a portion of the concept but falls short of being
comprehensive. These definitions contain fragmented elements of a legal
person that lack sufficient coherence. Through analysis and efforts to
achieve consistency, six elements of a legal person were identified: (1) the
aggregation of a group of individuals or assets; (2) the existence of shared
interests and activities among individuals; (3) the allocation of assets or the
association of individuals for a specific purpose; (4) the unified aggregation
of the rights of owners or partners; (5) formation within a recognized legal
framework and compliance with its requirements; and (6) recognition of
legal personality by law (the legal element). Based on these six elements, a
definition of a legal person was formulated. It is further concluded that the
guidelines for assigning National 1Ds should be revised in accordance with
these elements and the proposed definition.
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