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Shi'i Authority in the Middle of the Nation and the Ummabh;
National and Transnational Actions of Ayatollah Borujerdi in the Second Pahlavi Era

Mohsen Amin'

Abstract

The Qom Seminary experienced special conditions during the second Pahlavi era. During this period,
Ayatollah Boroujerdi, on the one hand, was responsible for preserving and developing the heritage of the
newly established seminary, and on the other hand, he saw himself as responsible for the consequences of the
non-religious or anti-religious policies of the Pahlavi state and some of its allies and even opponents.
While applying the method of Historical Sociology, we attempt to explain the approach of the Shi'i authority
in relation to the policies, actions, and positions of other forces by describing the Ayatollah's speech and
behavior in the context of the socio-political developments.

Based on the data, it becomes clear that Boroujerdi's actions, in a situation where the state, leftist intellectuals,
and others were trying to remove Shi'i elements from the core of the Iranian national identity structure and
replace them withtheir own elements, were able to adopt a policy of "reminding and negotiating” with the
state, firstly, to enhance his position as a representative of the religious institution among other forces.
Secondly, through the strategy of Ummatism, he was able to both consolidate the position of Shiites among
the Islamic Ummah and strengthen his power domestically through establishing transnational connections.
The analysis also shows that Boroujerdi's set of national and transnational actions countered the two grand
plans of other forces, namely "Iran without Islam” and "Iranian Islam,” and was able to provide the conditions

for greater convergence of Iranians around the Islamic pillar of national identity.
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1. Introduction

Ayatollah Borujerdi emerged as a central figure in Iran's religious and political landscape during the mid-
20th century, a time marked by significant upheaval and transformation. His efforts to synthesize religious
authority with political activism positioned him as a critical player in the struggle for national sovereignty
and identity, particularly in opposition to colonial and authoritarian influences. This paper examines
Borujerdi's strategy, his unifying efforts among various factions, and the implications of his leadership for
Iranian society and culture. A historical sociological lens will be employed to analyze Borujerdi's approach
and its impact on the political landscape of Iran.

2. Material & Methods

This study utilizes a historical sociological approach to analyze Ayatollah Borujerdi's political strategies and
their implications. The methodology includes a review of primary and secondary sources, such as historical
texts, academic articles, and historical accounts, focusing on Borujerdi's interactions with key political
figures, such as Mossadegh and Kashani. The analysis will emphasize the significance of Borujerdi’s
coalition-building efforts among various ideological groups, examining both the successes and challenges
he faced. This approach allows for a nuanced understanding of how Borujerdi navigated complex political
dynamics and maintained religious authority in a rapidly changing societal context.

3. Discussion of Results & Conclusions

Ayatollah Borujerdi’s political strategies yielded significant political and social outcomes in Iran during a
period of intense ideological conflict. His unifying efforts among the National Front, the Muslim People's
Combatant Association, and the Fadaian-e Islam group facilitated a cooperative spirit crucial for challenging
the Pahlavi regime and foreign imperialism. Analyzing Borujerdi's role reveals several key results:

1. Preservation of Youth from Leftist Movements : Borujerdi's influence played a crucial role in
steering Iranian youth away from adopting leftist ideologies during a time when communism was
gaining popularity. By framing the clergy as guardians of national identity and resisting Western
influence, he managed to retain the allegiance of a vital demographic.

2. Collaboration Among Factions : His ability to promote collaboration among various political and
religious groups created a robust united front. This coalition was significant in times of political
crisis, such as the 1953 coup, where religious and nationalist sentiments converged to resist foreign

intervention.
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3. Regulation of the Authoritarian Regime : Borujerdi's strategies effectively curbed some of the
oppressive actions of the Pahlavi regime, reaffirming the importance of Islamic culture in the face of
modernization efforts that sought to suppress it.

4. Establishment of a Path Toward National Independence: The Ummah under Borujerdi's
leadership laid the groundwork for movements aimed at achieving greater Iranian independence
across various spheres, including cultural, economic, and political dimensions.

Despite his successes, Borujerdi faced considerable challenges, particularly from internal conflicts within
the coalition. The radical activities of the Fadaian-e Islam created tensions that threatened the fragile unity
he sought. Furthermore, Borujerdi's leadership illustrates Bendix's concepts of historical sociology,
highlighting the importance of social alliances in navigating political landscapes. In conclusion, Borujerdi's
legacy as a leader who attempted to unify diverse political and religious factions remains a critical chapter in

the history of modern Iran, serving as a testament to the enduring interplay between religion and politics.
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