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In the scientific manuscript tradition of the Islamic world, visual representation
was not merely a decorative addition to written texts, but an important means of
clarifying, organizing, and transmitting specialized knowledge. This role
becomes particularly significant in medical and veterinary manuscripts, where
the understanding of bodily structures often required visual explanation. This
study examines the modes of anatomical representation of the horse in Islamic
veterinary manuscripts from the fourth to the seventh centuries AH. It aims to
clarify how images of the horse were related to scientific texts and what
structural, visual, and educational functions they performed in the transmission
of veterinary knowledge. This research adopts a qualitative, descriptive-
analytical approach. It is based on the visual and textual analysis of selected
Islamic veterinary and hippiatric manuscripts containing representations of the
horse. The images are examined in terms of viewpoint, simplification, omission
of unnecessary details, written annotations, relation to the accompanying text,
and instructional function. The findings indicate that the image of the horse in
Islamic veterinary works cannot be understood as purely artistic, nor can it be
regarded as scientific in the modern anatomical sense. Instead, it results from the
interaction between empirical veterinary knowledge and traditional modes of
visual expression. These images often rely on visual simplification, selective
emphasis, written labeling, profile views, and, in some cases, overhead or
combined viewpoints. Such features transform the image into a practical and
educational tool for recognizing bodily structures, locating significant parts, and
supporting the understanding and treatment of diseases. The anatomical
representation of the horse in these manuscripts may be understood as a
functional and cognitive form of visual communication. The image serves not
as an ornamental element, but as a complement to the text and as an instrument
for understanding animal bodies within Islamic veterinary knowledge.
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