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The ways of proving the beginning of a month

Seyyid Alireza Sadr Huseini
Assistant Professor of Tehran
University

Abstract

From the point of view of both Shi‘ah and Sunni Scholars, only
way to prove the beginning of a month is the sight of the moon.
Only in the case of existence of any obstacles to see the moon,
we can refer to other ways to prove the beginning of a month.
In this article this accepted idea is challenged and “forming the
crescent” has been introduced as the main subject for the
Shari’arules. Asaresult sight of the moon is merely away —not
an exclusive way- to prove the forming of the crescent.

Keywords. sight, crescent, month, fast, Ramadan and subjectivity.
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