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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to address the following question: Can the usage of mass media, particularly
the usage of television which is an easily accessible medium, close the gap between high and low
social-economic status groups based on the theory of information gap? According to this theory, the
member of upper stratum gain the information transmitted through the mass media rapidly than the
lower stratum and thus the gap between those who are rich and those who are poor in information
widens. This is a question which has not been addressed in Iran before. Thus to answer this question,
we have drawn some testable hypothesis from the mentioned theory and test them by using of the
data gathered in a large-scale national survey.

Keywords: information gap, mass media, television, Education, social-economic status.
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