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PREVALENCEANDINTENSITY STUDY OF
HYDATIDOSIS IN SLAUGHTERED BUFFALOES

INURMIACITY
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Abstract:

Theinfection of food animal sto hydatid cyst isaconcern from economic and public health stand
points. Inthissurvey, the prevalence of hydatid cystswas studied in 547 buffal oes slaughtered at the
slaughterhouseinUrmia. Samplesfrom 58 cases(10. 6%) wereinfectedtohydatid cysts. Theinfection
ratesof lungandliver were45 cases(77. 5%) and 37 cases (63. 7%0), respectively, whileeach heart and
kidney samples, 1 case (1. 7%) wasfound infected. Also, 24 buffaloes (41. 3%) wereinfected bothin
lung and liver. However, none of the buffaloes studied had the spleen infected to hydatid cyst. The
maximum cystsin theinfected lungs and liverswere 52 and 81, respectively. The minimum cystsin
lungsand liverswas 1. The average numbers cystsin theinfected lungs and liverswere number of 5.
11 and 3. 87, respectively In the only case, related to heart and kidney, there were 1 and 2 cysts
respectively. Considering the prevalencerate, the resultsobtained from the statistical analysisdid not
show any significant difference between male and female sexes, whereas a significant statistical
relation was observed between the age of buffaloes and the prevalencerate (p<0. 05). The age group
above5yearsshowed thehighest level of infection. Inthissurvey, therewasno significant difference
intheintensity of infection to hydatid cystsin males comparing to that of females. But asignificant
difference was found between theintensity of infection in age groups below 2. 5 years and the ones
above 5 years (p<0. 05). In conclusion, the results revealed high infection to hydatid cyst in Iranian
buffal oes, so more attention of related control organi zations seemsto be needed.

Key words: hydatid cyst, buffalo, slaughterhouse, Urmia.
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