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STUDY ON GASTROINTESTINAL AND EXTERNAL
PARASITESOF GOATSINWEST AZERBAIJAN-IRAN
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Abstract:

Parasitism is one of the maor problems affecting goat's health. It causes a considerable
economic lossin small ruminants of worldwide. The main objective of the present study wasto
determinetheprevalenceandintensity of gastrointestinal and external parasiteinfectionsingoats
of North-West of Iran. In spite of the importance of goats in this region, there is no detailed
quantitative study on prevalence of goat parasites. Fecal sampleswere collected from 403 goat
for identification of gastrointestinal parasitesand presence of external parasites. Seven different
speciesof gastrointestinal parasitesincluding Strongylida, Marshal agia, Nematodirus, Trichuris,
Cystocoulus, Moniziaand Fasciola, wereidentifiedinfecal samples. Thenumber and percentage
of infected goats for these parasites were 206 (51.11%) for Strongylida, 37 (9.18%) for
Marshalagia, 12 (2.97%) for Nematodirus, 58 (14.39%) for Trichuris, 3 (0.7%) for Cystocoulus,
23(5.7%) for Moniziaand 4 (1%) for Fasciola. Thenumber of eggsranged from 3to 172 eggsper
gram of feces. A number of 112 samples(27.79%) werepositivefor Eimeriawith oocystsnumber
of 1-390 per gram of feces. It wasalso found that 12 (3%), 203 (50.4%) and 131 (32.5%) of goats
were infested by Sarcoptes scabeii, Damalinia caprae and Ripicephal us bursa, respectively. On
eachgoat 1to5hardtickswerefound at different sitesof their body. Resultsshowed that intensity
of gastrointestinal parasiteinfection of goatswerelow intheregion thereforeintensive parasitic
treatment should not be recommended, It can be concluded that fecal examination should be
considered before applying any parasitic treatment.

Key words: gastrointestinal parasites, external parasites, goat, West Azerbaijan, Iran.
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