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The total population of camels .in the world is about

14.1 million of which 9.6 million are . in Africa and the

Near East and 4.2 million in Asia(FAO, 1976).

There are two different species of camels; Dromedary

camel (one-humped) and Bactrian . camel (two-humped). They

playa major role in the economic life and survival of

the desert dwellers and are a major source of protein

and energy for them . Unlike other milk producing animals,

the carnel can thrive under extreme hostile conditions of

temperature, drought and lack of pastures and can still

produce milk of high nutritional quality. Although data

on the chemical composition of carnel milk is reported

by some workers, there is limitted or let say no infor­

mation about carnel milk in Iran.

The present investigation was undertaken to study

gross components of carnel milk in Turkrnan Sahara where

about 3000 of one-humped camels are maintained and their

milk are consumed as fermented dairy products by Turkmans.
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