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Abstract

The observed superiorities of first-borns over latter-borns in personality traits, intelligence,
and academic achievement are a part of a phenomenon known as birth order effect. The birth
order theories, are going to explain birth order effect, i.e. the differences between individuals with
different birth orders in intelligence and personality. Resource depletion hypothesis and
confluence model are the two famous theories in this field and explain the superiority of first-
borns over latter-borns in intelligence and academic achievement. The birth order researches are
going to demonstrate birth order effect, especially the superiorities of first-borns over latter-borns,
but are encountered a wide variety of intervening variables and methodological problems, so that
the reliability of their results are in question. On the other hand, the research record does not
support any particular hypothesis about the superiority of first-borns over latter-borns in
intelligence and academic achievement. In the present study, with the purpose of examining the
relationship between birth order and academic achievement in Iran, a sample of 138 of the
students of psychology faculty of Tehran university and their siblings was selected and
information about their four academic achievement indicators, i.e. academic average scores, level
of education, educational major, and type of university, was collected through a researcher-made
questionnaire. Analysis of variance, chi square, and independent t tests, confirmed the
researchers’ hypothesis that there is no difference between first and latter-borns in academic
achievement indicators.

Keywords: Birth order, Academic achievement, Birth order effect, Birth order theories,

Birth order research.



