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Local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) represent participation of the people and pave the way of
sustainable development objectives. This research mainly aimed to investigate the conditions and out-
comes of the development of local NGOs in the villages of Roshtkhar County. The required data for the
study were obtained through semi-structured interviews with a selected sample of founders and active
members of NGOs (n=27). Using conventional coding process of Grounded theory, the interview texts
were analyzed and the findings of the analysis matrix template were compiled by 85 open codes, 24 axial

Keywords: codes, and 7 selective codes. With regard to the designed pattern, NGOs in rural areas of Roshtkhar Coun-
Non-governmental ty have been founded by certain objectives and factual conditions such as economic and social factors as
organization well as influence of internal and external factors, and also context conditions like ecological, cultural, and
(NGO), Grounded ¢ religious ones. Thus, the expansion of these organizations in susceptible rural areas has resulted in various
Theory, Roshtkhar i social, economic, and environmental outcomes. Most important problems facing NGOs in rural areas are
County, Rural people’s misunderstanding of the functions of NGOs in the village, shortage of budget, cultural poverty,
development © NGOs’ unsuccessful previous experiences, and negative attitudes towards NGOs in rural areas.
Extended Abstract ways around the world and regarding its verbal context
are referred to a variety of organizations. In its broadest
1. Introduction term, NGO refers to an organization that is not directly
part of the government, but plays a very important role
ne of the human communities whose as an intermediary between people (community atoms)
urgent development has been paid at- and authorities and even the community itself. In general,
tention to more than ever is rural com- institutions are rules of the game in a society, or more de-
munity, a community that its underde- liberately, are the constraints imposed by human beings
velopment makes it always a vulnerable who form mutual relations of humans with each other.
society in rural development programs in spite of its vast
participation in social-economic sector. Local non-gov- 2. Methodology
ernmental organizations (NGOs) as the representation
of people’s participation pave the way toward sustain- According to the research paradigm, this study is a
able development goals. Local NGOs function in various qualitative research and has been conducted to explore
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the effects and outcomes of NGOs in rural areas. In this
study and based on the Grounded theory, we used the
qualitative semi-structured sound interviews to collect
the related information and data. The study population
comprised founding and directing board members of
non-governmental organizations (Young Farmers and
Rural Micro-credit Fund clubs) in 10 villages of Rosht-
khar County. In performing interviews, we used purpo-
sive sampling technique, including remarkable and exem-
plary subjects (interviews with experienced, well-known
and with the ability to provide the required information),
snowball method (interviews with those introduced by
other samples), and convenience method (interview with
available samples and repeating interviews with samples
who provided comprehensive information in order to gain
additional points or removing existing ambiguities with
respect to the information required and the progress made
in achieving the theoretic saturation and conceptual rich-
ness). Choosing the samples and data collection process
continued until reaching theoretical saturation level or
useful information threshold. In this regard, 27 subjects
(n=72) were interviewed (17 males and 10 females). In
total, 33 interviews (including 27 interviews in the first
phase and 6 cases of repeated interviews) were carried
out. For conducting systematic interviews, an interviewer
protocol (including technical specifications and key ques-
tions) was compiled and used.

3. Results

In this study, analysis and presentation of results of
the interviews was based on combination of conceptual
categorization coding and the common coding process
in Grounded Theory, including three coding process of
open coding, axial, and selective, and finally figuring out
the related themes and concepts. These steps are always
linked together and overlap, and step by step takes a more
abstract form with respect to the original text. During the
coding in this study, some codes or actually themes and
concepts were derived directly from the content of the in-
terviews and interviewees' statements (Expressed codes)
and others were realized by the researcher with regard to
the concepts and contents taken by the review of current
literature in the field of NGOs and empirical evidence (de-
fault codes or researcher-made codes). After compiling
open codes (85 codes) through qualitative content analy-
sis and directly from the words of the interviewees, in the
next stage, i.e., axial coding, we started to choose themes
and core concepts from open codes. In the meantime, we
tried to choose those codes (from open codes) that could
represent and cover other codes and be categorized under
some themes. In other words, if open codes were consid-
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ered as micro concepts and themes, then the axial codes
(24 codes) are framework or general concepts. Finally, by
reviewing and conceptual classification of axial codes,
the macro concepts and selective codes (7 codes) were
derived. These codes are components of plotting the rep-
resentative pattern of NGOs status in rural areas.

4. Discussion

NGOs in rural areas have developed due to convergence
and synergy of different systems in a given context with
the objectivs and causes such as economic, social causes
and influence of internal and external factors, as well as
underlying conditions like ecological conditions, culture
and religion or beliefs. The growth and development of
these organizations in susceptible rural areas has contrib-
uted to important economic results such as preserving wa-
ter resources, agricultural land consolidation, extension of
the area under cultivation of products compatible with the
area, business development, educating modern methods of
agriculture, processing agricultural products, also social
results such as creating spirit of belonging among rural
youth, empowering rural women and girls, and increasing
collaboration and cooperation among villagers and finally
environmental results such as using indigenous knowledge
to eliminate pests and increasing people's understanding
and cooperation in environmental protection.

5. Conclusion

The findings of this research indicate the multiple effects
of NGOs on people’s lives in rural areas and also the
mutual influence of internal and external factors on cre-
ating these institutions. Accordingly, we can conclude
that rural non-governmental organization (Young Farm-
ers Club) in the studied villages is not merely an unof-
ficial and promotive organization and the intermediary
between individual people and the ruling authorities,
but it has executive functions and active in various so-
cial, cultural, economic, and environmental fields, that
represents a multi-functional feature of active NGOs
in rural areas. From the perspective of this pattern, the
status of NGOs in rural areas is like a process that its
development and maintenance needs the availability of
various factors and they continue to function by provid-

ing these conditions like a network.
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16. Thematic-based
17. Open coding, Axial coding and selective coding

18. Emerging codes
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10. Theoretical saturation

11. Usefulness threshold of available information
12. Turning points of dialogue

13. Comprehensive common understanding

14. Crystallization

15. Triangulation
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19. Axial concepts
20. Reprehensive concepts

21. Umbrella concepts
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22. Thematic communality

23. Theoretical/conceptual proximity
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