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Abstract

Semiotics which emerged in the early twentieth century by Saussure and
Pierce is a science that examines linguistic signs. Semiotics is a broad and
pervasive branch of divergent and convergent schools that analyzes the signs
of semantic production. One of the most important branches of semiotics is
social semiotics, which is based on the linguistic role of Michael Halliday
and emphasizes the context of the text. The present study, which is written in
an analytical descriptive manner, seeks to analyze the context of the poem
“Al-Asha al-akhir” which is one of the most important poems of Amal
Donqol, a contemporary Egyptian poet (1940-1983), based on the principles
of social semiotics. The poem is the result of the years following the Six-
Day War which was fought between Egypt, Jordan, and Syria in 1967. It
depicts the turmoil and bitterness of the Arabs’ defeat and its consequences,
as well as the corruption in the governments of Egypt and the other Arab
countries. In this poem, the poet recounts the historical and mythological
past and condemns the current situation in order to call for a change. With
the aim of inducing his readers to act toward this change, the poet uses
historical, religious, and mythological personalities in order to give a clear
picture of his ideologies and of the situation in Egypt. The article argues that
Amal Dongol, using his lingual strategies and influential power, creates an
integrated critical discourse system against the domination of tyranny. He
addresses social evils such as poverty, passivity, and the lack of freedom in
the society, emphasizing the important role of the intellectuals in making
changes in the structure of the society. In his discourse, along with the
reflection of the unhealthy situation in Egypt and, in general, the Arab
society, he always delegitimizes the ruling government.
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