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Abstract

The quiddity of philosophy has been a hot topic for discussion since the time of Aristotle,
and discussions about it have continued in the ensuing periods of the history of
Peripatetic philosophy. This is evident in the disputes between the two famous Muslim
Peripatetic philosophers, Avicenna and Ibn Rushd. This discussion was revived in the
second half of the 20th century, in particular in the German studies of Aristotle. The
questions here regard that if there is only one primary philosophical science in the eyes
of Aristotle which has come to be called both Ousiology and ontology/substanceology,
or both of them do exist separate from each other. If the latter is the case, the next
question regards their relationship with each other. In this article, which is a review the
opinions of modern Aristotle researchers about the foregoing questions, we conclude that
Ousiology is the ultimate realization of substanceology. This way, we call Ousiology as
the cornerstone of the philosophical theory as viewed in substanceology. This line of
thought requires that the extended foundational concepts in Aristotelian substanceology
need a kind of Ousiology. Meanwhile, God is a “specific nature” as the Cause of all non-
God (as one of the “principles and causes). With such a premise, a person who acts as a
substanceologist based on Gamma book to find the principles and causes of Ousia is at
the same time an Ousiologist.

Keywords: Potentiality (dynamis), Actuality (energeia), Being (on), Ousia,
Ousiology.
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