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FIGURE 1. GLOBAL AREA OF BIOTECH CROPS, 1996 TO 2017 (MILLION HECTARES).
Source: ISAAR, 2017
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Biatech Canola

102 Mhas

(5.4%) Other Biotech Crops*
1.29 Mhas (0.8%)

|

Biotech Cotton
24.21 Mhas

(128%)

* Blotech sugor beets, potata, appes, squash, papaya, and brinjals
eggplant

BIOTECH CROPS IN 2017 (AREA AND ADOPTION RATE)
Source: ISAAA, 2017
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(UL 75.0 MHas (94.5% adoption)

LIc Il 50.2 MHas (94% adoption)
Argentina 23.6 MHas (~100% adoption)
Canada 13.1 MHas (95% adoption)

India 11.4 MHas (93% adoption)

TOP 5 COUNTRIES THAT PLANTED BIOTECH CROPS IN
2017 (AREA AND ADOPTION RATE)

Source: ISAAA, 2017

' Table 1. Global Area of Biotech/GM Crops in 2017: by Country (Million Hectares)**

Rank Country Areca Biotech Crops
(millian.
hectares)
1| USA* 75.0 Maizc, soybeans, cotton, canola, sugar
beets, alfalfa, papaya, squash, potato,
les
2 | Brazil* 502 Soybcans, maize, cotton
3 | Argentina* 23.6 Soybeans, maize, cotton
4 | Canada* [EX) Canola, maize, soybeans, sugar beets,
alfalfa, potato
$ | India* 114 Cotton
6 | Paraguay* 30 Soybcans, maizc, cotton
7 | Pakistan* 30 Cotton
8 | China* 28 Cotton, papaya
9 | South Africa* 27 Maize, soybeans, cotton
10 | Bolivia* 13 Soybcans
11 | Uruguay* L1 Soybcans, maize !
12 | Australia* 09 Canola, cotton
13 | Philippines* 0.6 Maize
14 [ Myanmar 03 Cotton
15 | Sudan* 02 Cotton
16 | Spain* 0.1 Maize
17 | Mexico* 0.1 Cotton
18 | Colombia* 0.1 Maize, cotton
19 | Vietnam <0.1 Maize
20 | Honduras <0.1 Maize
21 | Chile <0.1 Maize, canola, soybeans
22 [ Portugal .1 Maize
23 | Bangladesh <0.1 BonjaVEggplant
24 | Costa Rica <0.1 Cotton, pincapple
Total 189.8
*18 biotech mega-countrics growing 50,000 hectares, or more, of biotech crops

**Rounded-off to the nearest hundred thousand.
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1)http://ec.europa.eu/food/dyna/gm_register/index_en.cfm
2)http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/docs/20150422_plant_gmo_
new_authorisation_gmo_food_feed_proposal_en.pdf
3)http:/lisaaa.org/resources/publications/briefs/53/
executivesummary/default.asp
4)http:/lisaaa.org/resources/publications/pocket/16/
5)http://oecd.org/env/ehs/biotrack/Biotech_Update_
No6 _25June2013.pdf
6)http://pas.valcontent/accademia/en/publications/acta/acta24/
qaim.pdf
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European Commission Report on GMO Biosafety

to regulatory frameworks and initiatives. The main conclu-
sion to be drawn from the efforts of more than 130 research
projects, covering a period of more than 25 years of research,
and involving more than 500 independent research groups, is
that biotechnology, and in particular GMOs, are not per se
more risky than e.g. conventional plant breeding technolo-
gies. Another very important conclusion is that today’s bio-




