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4- Brijesh, K and Hussan. D. S. 1998. Studies
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Docoileus virginiamus

Class: Mammalia

Order: Artiodactyla

Family: Cervidae

Species: Docoileus virginiamus

These deer gather in small herds, usually
consisting of not more than a dozen animals
of the same sex.

In winter they feed during the day and night [
on branches and leaves of bushes, but in

summer, they prefer to eat tender grass and

herbs. If alarmed, the white-tailed deer bounds swiftly into dense vegetation
with its tail raised. This white flag signals danger to the rest of the herd.

They may form pairs briefly at mating . After about seven months of gestation,
the female gives birth to one or two fawns, whose coats are speckled with
white. The young can walk a few hours after they are born, but remain quietly
hidden in scrub waiting for their mother to return to feed them.

In summer, the white-tailed deers coat is reddish brown. In winter, it is gray
brown. The underside of the tail is completely white. Only the males have
antlers, the branches of which point upward at regular intervals form a
gracefully curving main stem. The shoulder height is 36.8 inches (92
centimeters).

Distribution: Southern Canada and South to
Northern South America

Habitat: temperate to topical deciduous forest

Biome: Rain forest, temperate forest

Male body length: 1.1 ft

Male weight: 280 1b

Female weight: 140 Ib

Offspring per conception: 1

Gestation period: 30 week

Period before weaning: 17 week

Time to sexual maturity: 1.5 year

Keyword: diurnal, herbivorous, grazing, terrestrial, gregarious, herds,
viviparous, group, quadra pedal, antler, browse, nocturnal, malt.
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