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ABSTRACT

The goal of this research was to investigate the effect of farmers' entrepreneurship mentality as
effective variable on demand — driven agricultural extension. Statistical population included of 250
farmers who participated in the plane of "Targeted Template Site" that with using of stratified
random sampling method with appropriate assignment and by Kerjessy and Morgan table, the
number of 148 farmers selected as research sample. The instrument of gathering information was
questionnaire that validity investigated based on view of experts of Buali Sina and Tehran
universities and necessary reforms has done. Also realibility of questionnaire showed that alpha
coronbakh coefficient was 0.90 and more that revealed very good realibility for different parts of
guestionnaire. The gathered datas through SPSS and AMOS analyzed. Demand - driven
agricultural extention as dependent variable analyzed on two dimentions: client- oriented and
market- oriented. Finally farmers' enteprenuership and empowerment have positive and significant
effect on demand — driven agricultural extension.

Keywords: Farmers's entrepreneurship mentality, Demand — driven agricultural extension, Client-
oriented, Market oriented, Isfahan Province.

Objectives

In the demand — driven agricultural extension approach, extension services should be based on
the demand of the farmers. The logic of this extension system is that if farmers' needs and demands
are taken into account in the design of extension programs, farmers can receive more ffective
extension services. The researchers considered entrepreneurs’ personality traits to be important in
their propensity to demand — driven agricultural extension. Farm entrepreneurship is an important
key to strengthening demand-driven agricultural extension. Therefore, This study has three
important goals:1:Identifying the Components of the Entrepreneurial Spirit of Farmers in Demand-
Based Agriculture extension. 2: Identification of Components or Dimensions of Demand-Based
Agriculture eatension and 3: Investigating the Impact of Entrepreneurial Morality on Demand-
Based Agriculture extension.

Methods

This study is non-experimental. In terms of purpose, it is practical and in terms of data
collection method is survey research. The main research instrument was a questionnaire containing
two categories of independent and dependent variables. The dependent variable is demand-driven
agriculture extension, which is examined in two dimensions: Client -oriented and market-oriented.
Independent variables also include individual and professional characteristics and entrepreneurial
spirit of farmers. The statistical population includes farmers who work in model sites in Isfahan
province (n = 250). Sample size was selected based on Krejcie and Morgan table. (N = 148) The
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validity of the research instrument was approved by faculty members of Agricultural Extension and
Education Department at Bu Ali Sina University and Department of Economics and Development
of Tehran University and several experts in Agricultural Jihad Organization in Isfahan Province.
Cronbach's alpha coefficient for different sections was 0.85 and higher, indicating appropriate
reliability of the research instrument. Statistical methods used in this study were correlation
analysis, one-sample Wilcoxon test using SPSS software and structural equation modeling by
AMOS software.

Findings

From the farmers' point of view: "Communication with people who have new ideas" is the most
important indicator in assessing the entrepreneurial spirit of farmers. After this option it is
important to "be the progressive in getting new information”. Also, From the farmers' point of
view, the most requirements for development of demand — driven agricultural extension approach
is capacity building so that they can clearly identify their needs and demands. Evaluation of the
analytical model shows, All of the selected indices are necessary and sufficient to measure the
structure of entrepreneurial spirit of the farmers and their validity and reliability are confirmed.
Also, the measurement model for measuring demand-driven agriculture extension in its two
dimensions (Client -oriented and market-oriented) indicates that all the selected indicators for
measuring demand-driven agriculture structure are sufficiently accurate and their validity and
reliability are confirmed.

Based on the evaluation of structural models of entrepreneurial spirit, there is a strong and
significant relationship between the five dimensions of market orientation and Client -oriented with
the five components of success motivation, innovation and creativity, independence, risk taking
and opportunity identification. According to the conceptual model, entrepreneurial spirit directly
influences the demand — driven agricultural extension approach.

Conclusion

To expand the demand — driven agricultural extension approach between farmers: First, identify
creative and innovative farmers. Because there is a strong and meaningful relationship between
entrepreneurial spirit and innovation and acceptance of demand — driven agricultural extension
approach.. In other words, instead of focusing on all farmers, we need to identify model farms and
develop this approach with the help of creative farmers.
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