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Entrepreneurship in rural tourism is one of the pillars of rural development that has always been consid-
ered as a solution to some of the problems of the villagers. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the
tourism entrepreneurship ecosystem in the villages of Tehran province and identify the most important
factors affecting its development. This is an exploratory study conducted using descriptive-analytical
method and the main tool for collecting data is a questionnaire completed by "Rural Business Own-
ers", "Rural Managers" and "Elites and Specialists". Regarding the development of the entrepreneurial
ecosystem in rural tourism, the results showed that all three groups of business owners, rural managers
and experts consider the economic dimension as the most important dimension and the results of the
factor analysis model in evaluating the most important indicators affecting the development of entre-
preneurship ecosystem in rural tourism by summarizing 24 indicators to 5 factors showed that the most

Key words: important indicator in the development of entrepreneurship ecosystem in rural tourism is the "invest-
Entrepreneurship ment" index. Other indicators of the first factor include participation, investor, access (market or eco-
ecosystem, Rural nomic), government, awareness and education (policy). Accordingly, it can be concluded that the most
tourism, Tourism © important requirement for the development of tourism entrepreneurship in the villages under study is
entrepreneurship, cooperation between two groups of investors (for investment and marketing) and the government (to
Tehran Province provide education and awareness) in the villages with tourism entrepreneurship and partnership with
villages  the residents of these villages.
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1. Introduction opportunities, and rising youth unemployment rates, ru-

ral poverty, increased rural-urban migration and many

ural development, as one of the pil- other issues in rural developing countries, formulate the

lars of the country's development, has perspective. Numerous rural development theories have
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been used to address these challenges. One of the most
important perspectives in answering these questions is
entrepreneurship in rural tourism.

According to UNESCO, Iran is one of the top countries
in the world in terms of tourism, but it has not achieved
much success in the current environment. Meanwhile, ru-
ral tourism provides a variety of income sources for rural
households to cope with financial pressures. Tourism en-
trepreneurship in the target villages of 7ehran metropoli-
tan tourism is a strategy for empowerment and capacity
building to reduce the gap between the city and the vil-
lage, creating economic, social, environmental and insti-
tutional equality and an important tool for sustainable de-
velopment. On the other hand, tourism entrepreneurship
as a new strategy in the development of targeted tourism
villages in the region, due to the nature of employment
and high income, can be a solution for rural economic
problems through productive employment and temporary
employment, especially for women and the unemployed,
and facilitate the survival of the village; therefore, consid-
ering the importance of tourism and its role in entrepre-
neurship development, the main purpose of the present
study is to evaluate the tourism entrepreneurship eco-
system in Tehran's metropolitan villages and identify the
most important factors affecting its development.
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2. Methodology

This is an exploratory study conducted using descrip-
tive-analytical method and the main tool for collecting
data is a questionnaire completed by "Rural Business
Owners", "Rural Managers" and "Elites and Specialists"
(364 numbers). Eisenberg Entrepreneurship Ecosystem
Indicators have been used to measure and evaluate the
status of entrepreneurship in rural tourism. These indices
were localized based on the measurability and conditions
of the study area. One-sample t-test and factor analysis
were used to analyze the data.

3. Results

The survey of the average respondents to the compo-
nents of tourism entrepreneurship development in rural
areas based on the Eisenberg Entrepreneurship Ecosys-
tem Model from three groups of respondents shows how
each of the variables in different political, economic, cul-
tural, human capital and support aspects can affect the
development of rural tourism entrepreneurship in 7eiran
province, which is impressive as shown in the table below

(Table 1).

Table 1. One-sample t-test results in assessing the average response to the components of the Eisenberg entrepreneurial eco-
system (including three responsive groups: business owners, rural managers and experts).

. . Average comments of three Mean: 3
Dimensions .
responsive groups Standard deviation Sig
g g 4 n 4 4] 4 %)
Row o5 8 g & g & g &
€203 H © 3 © 2 ©
o 95 5 s ] o 5 ] o 5 ]
pow g @ s = a = = a S o
g £ 2 - & = ) =
225 £ © £ © £ ©
€ 50 2 5 = 5 = 5
g0 [~ -4 [~ -3 [ x
o c
1 Political 3.64 377 422 06648 0.6989 0.6482 0.000  0.000 0.001
2 EBETENTIE 4.14 422 441 08452 12742 06845 0001  0.000 0.001
(market)
3 Human Capital 3.96 385 431 07150 0.6060 07059  0.000  0.001 0.000
4 Cultural 3.22 319 379 06649 09484 06833 0000  0.000 0.000
5 Protection 3.58 364 366 07548 0.8798 09475 0.000  0.000 0.000
6 F'c’;i"l‘gla' 3.82 411 397 06158 09107 0.6038 0.000  0.000 0.000
Average sum of dimensions 3.73 3.80 4.06 0.7358 0.8474  0.6677 0.000 0.000 0.001

Source: Research findings, 2019
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4. Discussion

Based on the obtained values and index scores from the
factor analysis test, the final selected factors are catego-
rized as follows:

Factor 1: This factor accounts for 13.35% of the total
variance and is correlated with the indicators of invest-
ment, participation, investor, access (market or econom-
ic), government, awareness, and education (policy) based
on the final filtered matrix.

Factor 2: This factor explains 12.75% of the total vari-
ance and is correlated with the indicators of access (sup-
port), education (human capital), access (human capital),
facilities and rules based on the final filtered matrix.

Factor 3: This factor accounts for 12.58% of the total
variance and correlates with awareness and information
indicators, government and nongovernmental support,
consulting services and media based on the final filtered
matrix.

Factor 4: This factor accounts for 11.67% of the total
variance and is correlated with risk-taking, advertising,
skill, and customer indicators based on the final filtered
matrix.

Factor Fifth: This factor explains 10.82% of the total
variance and correlates with motivation, trust, innovation
and technical services based on the final filtered matrix.

5. Conclusion

The results of the t-test, considering 3 as the average of
the test, show that tourism entrepreneurship status in ru-
ral areas of Tehran province is not desirable, so the aver-
age of this test is 2.74. Regarding the development of the
entrepreneurship ecosystem in rural tourism, the results
of the t-test showed that the average of business owners’
accountability equals 3.73, the average of rural managers
equals 3.80 and the average of elites equals 4.06. Also, the
results of the factor analysis model in evaluating the most
important factors affecting the development of entrepre-
neurship ecosystem in rural tourism show that 24 indica-
tors can be reduced to 5 factors, the first factor contains 7
indexes, the second factor 5 indexes, the third and fourth
factors each contain 4 indexes and the fifth factor contains
4 indexes. In the first factor, the most important index in
the development of the entrepreneurial ecosystem in rural
tourism is "investment". Other first factor indicators in-
clude participation, investor, access (market or econom-
ic), government, awareness and education (policy). In
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short, the most important requirement for the realization
of tourism entrepreneurship development in the villages
under study is the need for the two groups of investor (for
investment and marketing) and government (to provide
education and raise awareness) in the context of tourism
entrepreneurial villages and partnership with the residents
of these villages.
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Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.
Rotation Method: Varimax with Kaiser Normalization.

a. Rotation converged in 6 iterations.
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