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Abstract  
Owing to the technical and economic aspects of the project management, pre-estimating the 
volumes of excavating, shotcreting, and concreting operations have been of great importance for 
the underground construction industry, especially in metro and highway tunnels. In this respect, we 
offer a reliable method based on the trigonometric geometry for estimating the required parameters 
of the conventional tunnels that are manually excavated via explosions and road-header machines. 
To this end, a geodetic network consisting of dense benchmarks are firstly realized outside the 
trench and throughout the excavated tunnel. The cross-sections of the tunnel are then mapped in 
the coordinate frame attached to the reference lines after orienting the reflectorless total station 
with respect to the geodetic network points and the predesigned reference lines. Consequently, by 
comparing the resultant coordinates of each cross-section at the excavating, shotcreting, and 
concreting stages, one can arrive at accurate estimation of the corresponding thickness, areas and 
volumes during different phases of the tunnel construction. The performance of the proposed 
method has been evaluated as a function of the central angles between the consecutive points on 
the arc of tunnel cross-section via a simulated dataset from an assumed D-shape tunnel. The 
numerical results have indicated that in the case of the consecutive central angle of 25 deg the 
estimated thickness, area, and volume errors are about 0.0057 m, 0.199 m2, and 0.399 m3, which 
can be considered as a clear indication of the reliability and applicability of the presented method. 
 

Keywords: Cross-section mapping; Manual excavation; Conventional tunneling; Reflectorless 
total station; Concreting volume; Lining. 

 

1. Introduction 
These days, on-time construction and 
delivery of tunnels along with considering 
their cost-benefit aspects are of particular 
importance to the project management (Zhai, 
2016). To this end, surveying engineering 
can play a crucial role in tunneling from the 
initial to end stages of the construction 
operations, i.e. staking-out, excavation 
directing, complementary measurements, 
design control, primary lining, and volume 
and thickness computations of shotcrete, so 
as to provide us with complying demanded 
criteria of the underground constructions 
(Ardalan et al., 2016). More specifically, the 
surveying methods can be employed to 
control the excavation operations through the 
extraction of the cross-sections and aligning 
the tunnels at the consecutive steps of the 
undergoing project (Su et al., 2006). In 
general, the current surveying methods can 
be classified into the three following 
categories (Gikas, 2012). (i) Close-range 
photogrammetric techniques to provide three-
dimensional model using stereoscopic vision 

of pair or multiple images (Nakai et 
al., 2005), which has less been employed due 
to the environmentally poor-light conditions 
in the tunnels (Gikas and Daskalakis, 2008). 
(ii) In contrast to this technique, laser 
scanning methods can be utilized to collect a 
relatively noticeable volume of data in 
tunnels even with no light (Vezočnik et 
al., 2009); however, they may suffer from 
some practical restrictions relating to the 
high-cost and long-time implementations, 
besides possible constraints facing with 
managing the huge point clouds (Cheng et 
al., 2016; Puente et al., 2016). In particular, 
the error analysis of applying these methods 
was presented by Liu and Pan (2013), in 
which the contributing effects of a variety of 
degradation sources such as the ranger, 
scanner goniometer, environmental impact 
and data processing has been considered. (iii) 
The conventional manners can also be used 
to take some discrete measurements via the 
common surveying instruments, with the 
consequence deficiency in continuously 

*Corresponding author:                                                                                                            farzaneh@ut.ac.ir 



94             

 

three-dim
(Han et
mostly 
tunnels a
lining an
reflector
Wang, 2
mapped 
mentione
informat
volumes
The main
offer an 
main pa
are man
and road
geodetic
benchma
the tunn
mapped 
to the re
station m
the rea
predesig
sections 
at each
correspo
the resu
the exca
stages ar
such, w
correspo
for the tu
In the 
proposed
extractio
numerica
assessme
simulate
given in
errors in
and volu
the meas
increased
conclusi
 
2. Metho
In the in
the cen
perpendi
characte
centerlin
reference
ending p

                   Jou

mensional il
t al., 2013). 
and usually
are mapped 
nd shotcretin
rless total 
2016). Conse

discrete poi
ed operation
tion about t
s of the excav
n aim of the 
effective m

arameters of
nually excav
d-header mac
c network co
arks is firstly
nel, while 
in a coordin

eference line
must be then
alized geod
gned referenc

with consta
h construc

onding measu
ultant coordin
avating, sho
re compared

we can arr
onding thickn
unnel of inte
next sectio

d method t
on of the tun
al results 
ent of the 

ed dataset o
n the subseq
n the estimati
ume are eva
suring point
d. The last s
on and final 

od 
nitial phases 
nterlines an
icular cro
rized on the

nes of the t
e lines, inc

points, which

urnal of the Ea

llustration of
In the latt

y, the cross
just before 

ng operations
stations 

equently, co
ints before a

ns, one can ac
the thicknes
vated tunnels
present cont

method for es
f inspecting 
vated through
chines. To d
onsisting of 
y established
the cross-

nate frame th
es. The refle
n oriented wi
etic networ
ce lines. Nex
ant meterage
ction stage
uring points.
nates of eac

otcreting, an
d with each o
rive at est
ness, areas a
rest. 
on, the det
to provide 
nnels are ex

of the 
proposed m

of a D-shape
quent sectio
ion of the th

aluated as th
ts on the cro
ection is ded
remarks. 

of designin
nd the co
ss-sections 

e plan maps
tunnel enco

cluding the 
h have been d

arth and Space

f the tunnels
ter methods
s-sections o
and after the

s by means o
(Xu and

omparing the
and after the
chieve usefu
s, areas and
s. 
tribution is to
stimating the
tunnels tha

h explosions
o so, a dense
a number o
d throughou
sections are
at is attached
ctorless tota
ith respect to
rk and the
xt, the cross
e are mapped
e via the
 At this step

ch section a
d concreting
other, and as
timating the
and volumes

tails of the
cross-section

xplained. The
performance

method via a
e tunnel are
n, while the

hickness, area
he number o
oss-section is
dicated to the

ng the tunnel
orresponding

must be
. Indeed, the

ompasses the
starting and

defined at the

e Physics, Vol.

s 
s, 
of 
e 

of 
d 
e 
e 

ul 
d 

o 
e 

at 
s 
e 

of 
ut 
e 
d 
al 
o 
e 
-
d 
e 

p, 
at 
g 
s 
e 
s 

e 
n 
e 
e 
a 
e 
e 
a 
f 
s 
e 

l, 
g 
e 
e 
e 
d 
e 

cen
sec
con
con
cro
fram
pro
firs
com
ben
tun
adv
coo
trav
stat
alon
this
refe
In t
rela
met
trav
ass
the 
(Fig
stag
the 
sim
How
wel
inst
may
dire
req
that
cert
the 
 

Figu

. 46, No. 4, Win

nter and the 
tion. These 

nsidered as 
nstruction op
ss-sections a
me-fixing an

ocess of tunn
st make a 
mprising o
nchmarks e
nnel as proc
vancements, 
ordinates h
verse observ
tion in the 
ng with the 
s geodetic ne
erence lines
this way, we
ating to eac
terage and o
verse distan
ociating plan

starting p
gure 1). It is
ge we resort 
overall rout

milar as pos
wever, due 
ll as the p
trumental ac
y not be ex
ections on t

quired to sur
t are locate
tain distance
reference lin

ure 1. Schema
determin
point i
with the

elevatio

nter 2021 

lowest part
predefined r
the basis o

perations, fro
at the excav
nd concretin
neling opera

geodetic 
f a vario
established 
ceeding with

which 
ave been 

vations. The 
field must 
coordinate s
etwork, and 
are appropr

e can stake 
ch reference

offset (i.e. the
nces) and e
nning points
oint of the
worth-ment
to the refere

te of the tun
ssible to th
to the practi
possible deg
ccuracy, the 
xactly simila
the plan, an
rvey some 
d on the cr
es from the 
nes. 

atic illustration
ne the coordi
in the referenc

e offset (
i
o ), 

n (
i
e ). 

rts of each 
reference lin
of all the t
om staking o
vation stage 
ng phases. I
ations, we s
control ne

ous numbe
throughout

h the excav
the ge

determined
reflectorless
then be or

system realiz
consequentl

riately introd
out cross-se
e line usin
e longitudina
elevations o
s, with resp
e reference 
tioning that a
ence lines to 
nnel excavati
he designed 
ical difficult
gradation o
excavated tu
ar to the d
nd as such,
measuring p

ross-sections
starting po

n of the proced
dinates of me
ce line-attached

meterage (
i
m

cross-
es are 
tunnel 

out the 
to the 
In the 
should 
etwork 
er of 
t the 
vation 
odetic 

d via 
s total 
iented 

zed by 
ly, the 
duced. 
ctions 

ng the 
al and 

of the 
ect to 

lines 
at this 
direct 
ion as 

plan. 
ties as 
of the 
unnels 

desired 
 it is 
points 
s with 
oint of 

 
dure to 
asuring 

d frame, 

i
), and 



Measurement Methods for Cross-Sections of Tunnels Using Reflectorless Total Stations                        95 

 

At this point, the shotcrete operations are 
performed in order to strengthen the initial 
configuration of the excavated tunnels; and 
therefore, the cross-sections must be mapped 
again to monitor the current layer of the 
constructed tunnel as compared with those of 
the former situations. Accordingly, the 
thicknesses, areas and volumes of the 
shotcrete layers can be achievable through 
comparing the mapping points on the cross-
sections that have been measured just before 
and after the shotcrete operations. As the 
points are measured in the frame attached to 
the geodetic network, we must transform the 
resultant coordinates into the corresponding 
coordinates (meterage, offset and elevation) 
in the designing frame attached to the 
reference lines to control the excavation 
operations. Accordingly, if the reference line 
consists of the starting and ending points, 
namely points 1 and 2, one can arrive at the 
meterage of measuring point i  with respect 
to the point 1 in the attached coordinate 
frame by the following trigonometric 
relation: 

2 2 2
1 12 2

12

( )

2
i i

i
m

+ -
=

  


                          

(1) 

where {
1i
 , 

2i
 } are the distances of the 

measuring point i  from points 1 and 2, while 

12
  is distance between the points 1 and 2. 

Next, in order to derive the offset, we should 
consider an imaginary point 3 at the same 
elevation with the point 1, so that the 

baseline 
13
  between points 1 and 3 would 

be perpendicular to the reference line. As a 
result, the coordinates of point 3 in the 
coordinate system attached to the geodetic 
network can be estimated through: 

3 1 13 13

3 1 13 13

3 1

sin( )

cos( )

X X g

Y Y g

Z Z

ìï = +ïïï = +íïï =ïïî


                          

(2) 

where {
1
X , 

1
Y , and 

1
Z } are the coordinates 

of point 1 in the geodetic network frame, 
13
  

is an arbitrary value, e.g. the width of the 

tunnel, and 
13
g  is the gisement angle of the 

baseline 
13
  that can be obtained from: 

1 12
13

12

tan ( )
2

X
g

Y
p- D

= +
D

                        (3) 

where {
12
XD , 

12
YD } are the relative 

coordinates of the baseline 
12
 ; and as such, 

the offset of the measuring point i  can be 
expressed by: 

2 2 2
1 13 3

13

( )

2
i i

i
o

+ -
=

  


                             (4) 

where 
3i
  is the distance between point 3 

and the measuring point i . Finally, one can 
arrive at the elevation of the measuring 
point i  from the reference line-attached 
coordinate system: 
 

2 2 2
1 1

2 2 2
1 1

( )

( )
i i i i i

i i i i i

e m o if Z Z

e m o if Z Z
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                                                                  (5) 
 

where 
i
Z  is the vertical coordinate of the 

point i . Having derived the resultant 
coordinates of the measuring points on the 

cross-sections just before {
i
o , 

i
e } and after {

i
o¢ , 

i
e ¢ } lining or shotcreting operations, the 

area (
j
a ) of the lining/shotcrete layer at the 

cross-section j  can be estimated by: 

1 2 2 3 1

1 2 2 3 1

1
{( ... )
2

( ... )}
j n

n

a o e o e o e

e o e o e o

¢ ¢= + + + -

¢ ¢+ + +
      (6) 

Having derived the areas of the cross-
sections, the thickness of the cross-section j  
can be computed by: 

( ) / 2
j

j
j j

a
t 

 
                                       (7) 

where j  and j  are the summation of the 

surveyed lengths before and after the 
shotcreting/lining operations along the cross-
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be controlled more precisely. The 
performance, efficiency and applicability of 
the presented method have been assessed via 
synthetic dataset. According to the simulation 
results, the errors in estimating the lining 
thicknesses, the cross-section areas and the 
volumes of the consecutive cross-sections 
can be estimated via an appropriate accuracy, 
thanks to the advantages of the proposed 
method. 
As the practical point of views, it is a must to 
survey additional points on the cross-sections 
wherever the deformations including concave 
and convex features exist. The most accurate 
results can be achieved if the number of 
measuring points is increased, while the 
associating distribution is to be uniform. The 
coincidence points of the direct lines and the 
arc as well as the corner points on a cross-
section must be measured; however, if this is 
not the case due to the environmental 
limitation, some imagination points must be 
considered in the computational procedure in 
return. In general, the measuring points must 
also be on the cross-section plane as far as it 
is feasible, while the acceptable deviation 
from the plane should be taken into account. 
Moreover, the most accurate control of the 
shortest distance between the two 
consecutive cross-sections, although the 
trade-off between the cost and the time of the 
project proceeding on the one hand and the 
accuracy of the final products on the other, 
must also be supposed. In order to mitigate 
the effects of the errors relating to the 
coordinates of the geodetic network points on 
the resultant parameters, it is advised that the 
same geodetic points are employed to orient 
the total station in the surveying operations 
just before and after the shotcreting and 
lining processes. We can overally 
recommend that the presented method can be 
used to provide employers with required 
information in the tunneling and underground 
surveying. 
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