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One of the most important issues in prehistoric societies has been human habitation, which has under-
gone complex changes and stages and has ultimately led to the accomplishment of innovative architec-
tural works in rural areas. Since architecture can reflect the climate, economy, livelihood, and structure
of past societies, studying and examining the evolution of architecture is a suitable way to clarify the
situation in rural communities. North-central Iran is one of the geographical areas in which the evolution
of architecture in different periods can be studied. The most important questions in the context of the
study of architectural developments in the prehistoric villages of northern-central Iran in this article are
as follows: What are the characteristics of the architectural works of the early villages in the north-central
areas of Iran during this period? What changes have taken place in the architecture of these villages in
the process of transition from Sialk I to II? What were the reasons for these changes in the architecture of

Key words: the study areas? Comparing the architecture of the villages of the Sialk | and Il periods, while examining
Village Architec- the course and development and introducing the architecture of this period, the architecture of the Sialk
ture, North Central I and Il periods can be considered as a document for introducing the native architecture in the central
Iran, Sialk I and II, plateau of Iran, estimating its antiquity and demonstrating its progress. Through a careful study of the
Course of Develop- :architectural evolution of the rural population living in north-central Iran during this period, changes and
ment internal progress become evident.
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Extended Abstract humans built shelters for themselves with shed huts and
inconsistent materials, and then these simple shelters were

1. Introduction developed and turned into original architectural works,
but in the history of Iran, only palaces and massive and

early 9,000 years have passed since elaborate buildings have been studied; the least attention
humans came together in the Iranian has been given to public architecture and it has not been

plateau. At the beginning of this period, carefully studied. During the Sialk I and II (Neolithic)
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periods, human life underwent significant changes and
transformations. In the meantime, architecture and the is-
sue of human settlement in the primary villages have not
been an exception, and many changes and developments
have taken place in this field, and in the course of progress,
we see very simple and rudimentary architecture creating
unique works in this field. Examining the architecture and
the course of its development in the mentioned periods in
the ancient sites of different regions of the Iranian plateau
is important and necessary for reasons such as recogniz-
ing the pattern of habitation which is itself a reflection of
nature, culture, economy, and politics. One of these re-
gions, which shows these developments and rapid and dy-
namic movement towards the development and evolution
of Iranian indigenous architecture, is the north-central part
of Iran. One of the important features of the north-central
area of Iran is its geographical location, which has made it
possible for its inhabitants to have the shortest and easiest

way to communicate with other cultural centers (Majidza-

deh, 2010: 165). In this paper, to examine the evolution of
architecture and introduce public architecture in the early
villages of the Sialk I and II periods in north-central Iran,
first the sites from the Sialk I period in the geographical
area of north-central Iran are introduced and their archi-
tecture is described and analyzed. Then, the same process
will be studied for the architecture of the Sialk II period.
Finally, the architectural developments of Sialk I to II are
studied to reveal the differences, similarities, and changes
created during the Sialk I to II period. The causes and ef-
fects of these changes will also be examined so that while
introducing the primary architectural works of the people
living in the central plateau of Iran, it will be possible to
study the architecture of Iran.

2. Methodology

The research method of this article is descriptive-ana-
lytical and it is an applied research. The most important
questions in the context of the study of architectural de-
velopments in the prehistoric villages of north-central
Iran in this article are as follows: What are the charac-
teristics of the architectural works of the early villages in
the north-central areas during this period? What changes
have taken place in the architecture of these villages in
the process of transition from Sialk I to I1? What were the
reasons for these changes in the architecture of the study
areas?

3. Results

Since most of the architectural works that we have stud-
ied in the context of Iranian history are magnificent and
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glorious buildings, and through these works, it is difficult
to understand most of Iran's architecture - public architec-
ture - studying, identifying, and introducing ancient rural
architecture of Iran is very important. The periodic archi-
tecture of Sialk I and II shows the ancient and indigenous
architecture of Iran and the civilizations that flourished in
this context. The architecture of the mentioned periods is
a fast and dynamic movement towards the development
and evolution of the native architecture of Iran eight thou-
sand years ago.

4. Discussion

With a careful study of the architectural evolution of the
rural population living in north-central Iran during this
period, changes and internal progress are evident. They
gradually made changes to meet their needs and improve
residential and public spaces, including changes in ma-
terials for strength, creating order in the plans for the op-
timal use of architectural spaces, exploiting architectural
decorations for magnificence and beautification of the
building, constructing buildings with specific functions
such as ritual spaces for prayer. Eventually, they created
architectural works with public approaches to comfort,
such as alleys, streets, and squares, which became the
background for urbanization.

5. Conclusion

Comparing the architecture of the villages of the Sialk I
and II periods, while examining the course and develop-
ment and introducing the architecture of this period, the
architecture of the Sialk I and II periods can be consid-
ered as a document for introducing the native architecture
in the central plateau of Iran, estimating its antiquity and
demonstrating its progress. Through a careful study of the
architectural evolution of the rural population living in
north-central Iran during this period, changes and internal
progress become evident.
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