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Extended Abstract

Introduction

These days, tourism is becoming one of the main foundations of the world's commercial
economy and many planners refer to it as the principle basis of development that anywhere in
the world, requires special conditions and facilities such as climate, historical and cultural
monuments, natural attractions, customs and traditions, infrastructure, facilities and equipment.
Meybod is one of the oldest cities in Yazd province that has magnificent historical attractions in
Sassanid to Pahlavi different periods, and even traces of the Medes have been discovered in it.
On the other hand, Meybod has the best position among the cities of Yazd province in terms of
historical texture health. The buildings such as Narin Castle, Shah Abbasi Caravanserai, water
reservoirs, brick-shaped glaciers and many other samples that have high historical and cultural
values and also according to the flow of life in the historical texture have made it as a unique
one. Therefore, based on the attractiveness of Meybod in terms of tourism, this research has
identified and evaluated the effective factors on the cultural - historical tourism development of
Meybod.

Methodology

The present research is applied and descriptive-analytical one in terms of nature and method,
respectively. Also the data have been provided through library and field resources
(questionnaire). In addition, the collection of theoretical foundations and the generalization of
results have been by deductive and inductive methods, respectively. The statistical population of
the study includes domestic and foreign tourists of Meybod that due to the uncertainty of the
exact number of tourists, accessible random sampling has been used in a way that 85 people
have been selected from the community of domestic tourists and 25 people from the community
of foreign ones. In this research, mixed sampling method that includes the combination of both
quantitative and qualitative sampling methods has been used. The aim of quantitative sampling
is to has a visible and representative sample of the statistical population and the purpose of
qualitative sampling is purposeful. For this intention, purposeful and snowball sampling
methods have been used to determine the samples of the qualitative part in order to identify
effective indicators on the development of historical and cultural tourism in Meybod. In
addition, the sampling and collection of information were based on data saturation (unifying the
information provided by the interviewees). At this step, the data have been unified and
saturated, after interviewing 40 experts, specialists and professors in the field of Yazd province
tourism, and especially in Meybod. As mentioned, samples of the quantitative research have
been complied of domestic and foreign tourists of Meybod that have been selected by simple
random sampling. The data have been analyzed in both qualitative and quantitative sections. In
the qualitative part, the coding of the interviews was performed by the MAXQDA software and
based on the coding; the effective indicators have been identified. In the quantitative segment of
the research, exploratory factor analysis has been used in order to factorize and reduce the
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indicators. It should be noted that Cronbach's alpha was used to measure the reliability of the
research tool. Its coefficient was 0.720 that based on the assumptions of the test, indicates the
reliability of the research tool.

Results and Discussions

The research findings were presented in both quantitative and quantitative sections. In the
following, while presenting the individual characteristics of the statistical community, each
section is exposure separately. Individual characteristics of the statistical population of domestic
tourists show that 44.70% of the total statistical population were in the age group of 20-29 years
that includes the highest frequency of sample tourists and the age group over 50 has the lowest
number of sample tourists and equivalent to 1.17%. Accordingly, out of a total of 25 foreign
tourists in the cultural-historical tourism sample of Meybod, 2 people equal to 8%, are in the age
group of 20-29 years that includes the lowest frequency of sample tourists and the age group
over 50 has the highest number of sample tourists that equivalent to 76 percent. Also, according
to the statistical population, 40% of domestic and foreign tourists were male and 60% were
female. Of the total number of domestic sample tourists, the highest and lowest percentage were
equal to 27.05% with a bachelor's degree and 3.52% with a doctorate one.

Conclusion

The historical and ancient Meybod city attracts a large number of domestic and foreign tourists
annually due to its historical, cultural and religious monuments and environmental features and
in terms of attracting historical and cultural tourists, it has great potential and has always been
considered. Due to the existing conditions and facilities and their importance in attracting more
domestic and foreign tourists; the research was collected with the general aim of identifying and
evaluating the effective factors on the development of cultural-historical tourism of Meybod.
The results of the research were presented in both qualitative and quantitative sections. Based
on the opinion of informants and the tourists, the location of Meybod, the 7000-year history of
it, the multiplicity of historical and valuable monuments in the region, proximity to the
demographic Yazd city and historical and unique texture in the form of relative location and
historical factor more than facilities-services and infrastructures, institutional-directorial, social
security and natural climatic elements have been effective on the development of cultural-
historical tourism of Meybod. According to the interviews with the statistical population, most
tourists consider the historical, ancient antiquity and also the proximity to Yazd city as the main
factors in attracting the tourists and also they have expressed that the proximity of Meybod to
the population center of Yazd has made it convenient to access through travel and tourism tours.
In addition, the short distance between Meybod and Yazd eliminates the weakness of many
infrastructures such as residential and reception infrastructure. Because; tourists can benefit
from the accommodation and catering facilities of Yazd by passing a short distance. In the
second place of impressment, tourists have situated the facilities-services and infrastructures
factors. This issue firstly indicates the tourist’s relative satisfaction with the facilities and urban
infrastructures of Meybod and secondly shows the importance of this factor in the programs of
cultural-historical tourism development of Meybod.
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