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Abstract

The environmental crisis is one of the most important issues of the 21 st century.
Eco linguistics explores the causes of this crisis in language. The purpose of this
study was to investigate the effective linguistic factors in the eco -
unfriendliness, to explore human interaction with nature, in Persian proverbs,
which have high frequency in everyday conversations. The research was
conducted using analytical, descriptive and library methods. In the first step, 373
proverbs, randomly and based on Morgan's table, as a suitable statistical society,
from the total population of 10, 000 cases, were educed from the e-book “Ten
thousand Persian proverbs and twenty five thousand equivalents”, the
compilation of Dr. Ibrahim Shakour zadeh Bolouri. Then, the two concepts of
anthropocentrism and anthropomorphism, based on the Eco linguistics criteria,
were examined. The results of the research showed that the majority of the
studied samples transmitted the anthropocentric concept, with negative affective
meaning. anthropomorphism, is sometimes referred to as a way to avoid
anthropocentric insight to nature, but this study showed that in Persian proverbs,
human beings in the attribution of their own characteristics to nature allocate
negative ones to non-human species. This insight to nature divides the world
into “us” and “others” poles. The bipolar view of the world in this age may be
the source of many important global issues. Part of the proverbs referred to other
concepts, except for the two above- mentioned concepts, such as specialism, eco
centrism, and environmental metaphors, which were used in statistical sections.
Using the same pronouns for human and non-human beings, collocations of
verbs such as (know, believe, etc) with non-human species and the concept of
eco centrism with positive affective meaning, were observed in Persian
proverbs. The use of proverbs of this kind can have a positive effect on human
attitude toward nature. Language speaker should consider negative dimensions
of language use. Therefore, it can be said that speakers need to identify the
harmful aspects of using language and be careful in using it.

Keywords: Eco linguistics, Anthropocentrism, Anthropomorphism, Proverbs,
Environment.

1 Email of the corresponding author:t.afshar@ilam.ac.ir. Assistant Professor in
Linguistics llam University, Ilam, Iran.
2. M. A'in Linguistics llam University, llam, Iran.

Aroencajoly:sdny

919¢-¢9€€ NSSI aulUO-9¢0T-88¢¢ -NSSI ulid

829999'569.0€°020Z 110[/65022°0T


mailto:t.afshar@ilam.ac.ir
https://jolr.ut.ac.ir/editor?_action=search&kw=%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%87+%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1&fld=0&manu_statuss=0&sb_code=0&rev_limit=0&act_sday=23&act_smonth=12&act_syear=1399&act_eday=23&act_emonth=12&act_eyear=1399&rw_count_op=0&rw_count=0&rv_recom=0&go=

2 /Manifestation of the Concept of Iran in the llkhanid Era (According to the Historical Epics)

1. Introduction

The environmental crisis is one of the most important issues of recent
centuries that human beings have imposed on nature. The humanity sciences
have placed human beings at the forefront of their studies due to their special
characteristics and have always viewed them as superior to other species.
With the increase in environmental concerns, there has been a change in
attitude in the human sciences, and these sciences have gone beyond the
unique field of human beings, and by combining with other sciences, have
created new interdisciplinary fields. One of these interdisciplinary fields is
Eco linguistics, which studies various linguistic issues affecting the
environment.

In this study, Persian proverbs have been chosen as one of the most widely
used parts of language in everyday communication which contain words
derived from nature and thus have the capacity to be studied in the field of
Eco linguistics .

2. Literature Review

The ecological approach to linguistics was first proposed in a paper entitled
The Ecology of Language on the interaction between language and its
environment by Inar Haugen in the early 1970s. The article marked the
beginning of the first series of eco-linguistics in which language was part of
a larger environment. Halliday’s famous 1990 paper New Ways of Meaning,
which was about the relationship between language and the environment,
established the second chain of eco-linguistics. The Halliday’s approach was
based on the human-centered view of language. At 2016, the third chain of
eco-linguistics, which Chen refers to as the “biological language approach”,
emerged. The biological language approach is perhaps the most popular
chain of eco-linguistics.

Since eco-linguistics, as an approach that examines language in relation to
ecosystems and ecosystems, cover a wide range of phenomena, the studies
conducted in this field cover a wide range and diversity. However,
unfortunately this approach has not been taken into account in Persian as it
should be. For this reason, the study examines this issue in Persian proverbs.
3.Methodology

The research was conducted using analytical, descriptive and library
methods. First, using Morgan's table, 373 proverbs were selected randomly
from the total population of 10, 000 cases collected in the book Ten
thousand Persian proverbs and twenty five thousand equivalents. Then, the
two concepts of anthropocentrism and anthropomorphism were examined
based on the Eco linguistic criteria .

4.Results

The results of the research showed that the majority of the proverbs studied
transmitted the anthropocentric concept, with negative affective meaning.
Regarding anthropomorphism, which is sometimes referred to as a way to
avoid an anthropocentric insight into nature, we found out that in Persian
proverbs, human beings allocate their own negative characteristics to non-
human species. This position on nature divides the world into “us” and
“others” poles. The bipolar view of the world in this age may be the source
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of many important global issues. Part of the proverbs referred to other
concepts, except for the two above-mentioned concepts, such as speciesism,
eco centrism, and environmental metaphors, which were used in the
statistical section. Using the same pronouns for human and non-human
beings, collocations of verbs such as know, believe, etc. with non-human
species and the concept of eco centrism with positive affective meaning were
observed in the Persian proverbs. The use of proverbs of this kind can have a
positive effect on human attitude toward nature. Language speakers should
consider negative dimensions of language use and identify the harmful
aspects of using language to be careful about them.

5.Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, we conclude that because proverbs are
commonly used and may have a high potential in the discourse of society,
we can popularize proverbs that reduce the discriminatory view about human
and non-human and thus the eco-centered view to promote man, like other
species, as a part of nature. Besides, language speakers may need to take a
more active and responsible role in using language with identifying its
harmful aspects and being cautious about using them.
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