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Iran's Tangible World Heritage;

with a Glance at the Registered Iranian Gardens
in the World Heritage List
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M. A. Graduate, Restoration
Islamic Azad University

Abstract

Historical structures reflect the culture, art and beliefs of a society. Having more,
richer and diverse number of historical and artistic sites in a society shows its
maturity (cultural, economic and social) and stability in short or long spans of time.
Historical pieces are cultural wealth of modern societies, and those with richness of
these pieces are more proud of their history and past. The necessity to protect these
structures is one of the concerns of the human societies, owning more of them
makes it more serious to protect them. These pieces are the identity of a nation,
which should be preserved and passed to the next generation as a precious trust. Iran
was among the first countries to become a member of UNESCO World Heritage
Center. UNESCO is the main trustee for protecting these outstanding pieces; each
piece mentioned in the World Heritage List receives financial and technical aids,
along with preservation. Iran has 24 sites registered in the list. Fars, Khuzestan,
Kerman and Isfahan provinces have the most proportions. The Iranian gardens, as a
collection of the list of registered sites, are among valuable pieces of art, architecture
and culture in Iranian culture, which have affected art, architecture and culture of
countries throughout the world.

Keywords: Cultural Heritage, Historical Monuments, Iranian Garden, Persian
Garden, World Heritage, Tangible Heritage.
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1. UNESCO = United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Education
2. WHC = World Heritage Center
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