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The Treasure of Precious Stone_s and
Valuable Stuff of Uzun Hasan Aq-Qoyunlu,
Due to Giosafat Barbaro’s Travel Account
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Abstract: The history of diplomatic relations between the Republic of Venice
and Iran goes back to the rise of the Ilkhanids till the fall of the Safavids, at the
time of Uzun Hasan Aq-Qoyunlu’s reign, when both countries were being
threatened by a common enemy, the Ottomans; the affairs begun a new phase
in the 15" century. Although the outcome was not so eye catching from the
military point of view, it brought about memoires of the military advisors of
the republic of Venice in Iran, to be written down, among which Giosafat
Barbaro's, called “17aggi fatti da Vinetia, alla Tana, in Persia...”, was unique in
terms of narrating different aspects of Uzun Hasan’s reign. He registered the
prescious stones he saw in the court. This part of the travelogue can be
considered as a kind of short “Tansukhnama” which presents valuable
information about the Uzun Hasan’s gemstones.

Kevwords: Uzun Hasan, Giosafat Barbaro, Venetians’ Travelogue in Iran,
Tansukhnama.
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Rota, Giorgio; «Diplomatic Relation between Safavid Persia and the Republic of Venice, an
Overview», The Turks, Yeni Turkiye Publications, 2002.
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