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The economic and social values of animal husbandry and rangeland management in rural areas are
important factors for the continuation and maintenance of traditional livestock husbandry. This study
aimed to identify social, economic, managerial, and environmental factors affecting traditional livestock
husbandry in Nodoushan rangeland in Yazd province. Results of the Friedman test and prioritizing each
of the items in the social factor showed that the immigration of villagers to the city and the depletion of
labor from the village was the first influential factor with an average of 7.87 and the tendency of young
laborers to non-agricultural jobs was the second influential factor with an average of 6.39. Important
economic factors were lower productivity of traditional livestock husbandry compared with other eco-

Key words: nomic activities, especially in non-agricultural sectors as the first influential factor with an average of
traditional live- ©9.48, and the high cost of shepherds' wages and rangeland rent was ranked as the second influential
stock husbandry, factor with an average of 9.35. Regarding the managerial factor, the lack of fodder due to overgrazing was
Rangelands, Path © considered as the first influential factor with an average of 9.02 and the neglect of villagers' insurance
analysis, Villagers, : was the second influential factor with an average of 8.43. Regarding the environmental factor, drought
Shepherds, Partici- ¢ and forage shortage were the first effective factors with an average of 5.19 and fodder deficiency due to
pation ¢ climate change (frost, heat, pests and diseases) was the second effective factor with an average of 3.92.
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Extended Abstract the environment and ecological phenomena, is in fact the

foundation of the economics of natural resources. Range-

1. Introduction lands have a fundamental and decisive role in the coun-

tries livestock husbandry industry, especially traditional

angelands cover about 55% of the livestock nutrition. According to available statistics, 70%

countries soil. This vast area, which is of traditional, nomadic and rural livestock in the country

the most vital sustainable bedrock of between 6-9 months in terms of nutrition rely on pastures.
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Therefore, optimal and reasonable exploitation of natural
resources is not possible without scientific and compre-
hensive knowledge in this regard. In the current situation
of traditional animal husbandry, which is completely de-
pendent on the countries rangelands, with the destruction
of rangelands in any way, its activities are reduced and it
becomes stagnant, so the problems of traditional animal
husbandry can be examined considering a variety of fac-
tors, including social, managerial, economic and environ-
mental issues. Therefore, it can be concluded that the im-
pact of social, economic, managerial and environmental
factors on the stagnation of traditional livestock husband-
ry activities is inevitable and the results can highlight the
strengths and weaknesses of management of rangelands
in order to improve the current situation and take useful
steps to improve the traditional livestock husbandry pro-
cess in the country.

2. Methodology

The method of the present research is survey and the
measurement tool is a questionnaire developed using the
reviewed sources. In this study, to examine the causes of
the stagnation of livestock husbandry activity, question-
naires in the form of a five-point Likert scale were pre-
pared. For this purpose, economic, social, managerial and
environmental indicators affecting the downturn were ex-
amined. The independent variable in this study included
social, economic, managerial and ecological indicators
and the dependent variable was traditional livestock hus-
bandry downturn. The factor that had the greatest impact
on the dependent variable at each stage was entered into
the model as the next dependent variable and regression
analysis continued until all indicators were entered into
the model. Based on this, the final model of the impact
of economic, social, managerial and ecological factors on
livestock husbandry downturn was developed. Finally,
the items of each factor were ranked by the Friedman test.

3. Results

The results of the Friedman test on the items of so-
cial factors affecting the traditional livestock husbandry
downturn showed that the migration of villagers to the
city and the outflow of labor from the village was the
most effective factor and the tendency of young workers
to non-agricultural jobs was the second effective factor,
and the tendency of rural households to the urban lifestyle
due to more services in the city was the least influential
factor.

The results of the economic factor affecting the tradi-
tional livestock husbandry downturn showed that the item
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of less productivity of traditional livestock husbandry
compared to other economic activities, especially in non-
agricultural sectors was the most effective factor and the
item of shepherds’ high wages and rangeland rent were
the second influential factors, and the lack of genetic po-
tential diversity and breeding of suitable livestock to in-
crease profitability was the least influential factor.

The results of the managerial factor affecting the tra-
ditional livestock husbandry downturn showed that the
item of forage shortage due to grazing overgrazing capac-
ity was the most effective factor and the item of villagers'
insurance was the second effective factor and the item of
control of monitoring devices and the separation of live-
stock products was the least influential factor.

The results of the environmental factor affecting the tra-
ditional livestock husbandry downturn showed that the
item of drought and forage shortage was the most effec-
tive factor and the item of forage shortage due to climate
change (frost, heat, pests and diseases) was the second
influential factor and the item of non-market services of
rangeland was the least influential factor. Also, the results
of path analysis and regression analysis showed that the
economic factor was the first priority, managerial factor
was the second priority, social factor was the third priority
and environmental factor was the fourth priority affecting
the traditional livestock husbandry recession in the pres-
ent study.

4. Discussion

Social, economic, managerial and ecological factors
were among the main factors affecting the stagnation
of traditional animal husbandry in the study area. In this
regard, several items affect this process. Lack of social
status in this profession for rural youth and migration of
young people from rural areas reduces population growth
and thus reduces natural growth interest, and this leads to
a decrease in demand for rural services.

5. Conclusion

Agriculture and livestock production, which are major
producers of food and protein, are declining. On the other
hand, in the current situation, due to drought conditions
and lack of rainfall, followed by lack of pasture forage for
grazing, all livestock must be fed manually and drinking
water must be purchased, which includes the highest cost
of livestock husbandry. Income from livestock produc-
tion is much lower than the costs in this situation and the
net profit of the farmer will be negative. In these drought
conditions, because there is no opportunity to store the
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plants and the number of livestock is high, they have to be
grazed in the pastures. Thus, the plants are completely de-
stroyed and there is no fodder for grazing, so the farmers
are forced to sell the animals or send them to the slaugh-
terhouse, and this will cause the livestock husbandry
downturn.
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