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Abstract

The aim of this study is to carefully examine the morpheme "GAH" in order to
enumerate the concepts contained in and to discover the mechanism of
conversion between these concepts from the perspective of Cognitive Semantics
in the context of Talmy’s Semantic Conflict and Resolution hypothesis. To
achieve this, we extracted all the entries of this morpheme from the Two
Volume Persian Dictionary of Sadri Afshar et al. (2009). We examined each of
them in an analytical-research way from a qualitative perspective presented in
the introduced theoretical framework. After the autopsy of the nature of the open
and closed classes and creating a correspondence between their concepts and
types of uses of the morpheme "GAH" and proving that this morpheme does not
follow a fixed pattern in belonging to the open or closed class, followed by
dissection of the Semantic Conflict and Resolution hypothesis under the
presentation of a series of Cognitive processes under the headings of shifts,
blends, juxtaposition, juggling and blocking and their exact subsets, we put the
body of research in the benchmark of these criteria to determine with which
morphemes, via which processes and by which functions, the morpheme of
“GAH” is combined, and the final output belongs to which Cognitive process
and what conceptual domain it includes. The concept of "basicness" was
recognized as TIME and the cognitive process through which this concept
converts to "SPACE", as a new achievement in this research was established as
“Replacement of whole the basicness concept of a spectrum (open/closed) class
by a component of open-class side features.” Also, the cause of this gradation in
the nature of "GAH" was identified through another Cognitive process called
Reification. In addition, according to what we obtained in the data analysis, the
outputs of "GAH"s compounds were not out of 4 modes: location of the
process, location of the effect of the process, location of an object/mass, and
location of the effect/direction/extension of an object. A commixture of the
modes also appeared.
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1. Introduction

In modern Persian, whether we consider "GAH" as a free morpheme or an affix, is
not what the authors are looking for in this article. Some consider it a suffix, while
in words such as "GAHNAMEH", “GAH” does not follow "NAMEH". Some
consider "GAH" to be an affix, while in the clause "GAH-e RAFTAN SHOD", it
does not represent an affix. Therefore, in this article, we seek to discover that in the
process of word formation, at the level of pars of speech, the morpheme "GAH" is
combined with which morphemes, via which processes and with what functions, and
its final product, from the point of view of cognitive semantics, is the output of what
cognitive process and includes what conceptual domains.

On the other hand, we will also examine this point that when "GAH" is used
alone, it is influenced by what factors and what meanings are derived from it. Of
course, in this article we will not seek to present a Semantic Network of this
morpheme and we will not determine its Radial Category, but we will use a minimal
perspective in the framework of Cognitive Semantics that is phenomenologically
consistent in perception, production and training.

2. Literature Review

Research on Persian's affixes, like other grammatical issues, reveals the controversy
between traditionalists and neo-modernists. If we consider the previous periods as
the period of domination of prescriptive ideas, today is the period of domination of
theory-based researches that try to analyze data and explain a special approach in the
framework of specific theories. Therefore, the study of the morpheme "GAH" that
this article intends to analyze, is no exception to this rule. "GAH", like other
morphological and syntactic issues, has been proposed from different points of view,
which, according to the authors, are in the chronological order of lexicographers’
views, traditional grammarians’ views and linguistic theorists’ views. To this end,
we first examined the main dictionaries entries of this morpheme and then we went
through the prescriptive of traditional grammarians’ works and finally introduced
some theory-based newer approaches.

3. Methodology

In this research, first we extracted all the words containing "GAH" from the two-
volume Persian dictionary of Sadri Afshar et al. (2009) and then we classified them
based on the theoretical framework of the research. Therefore, our research is a kind
of analytical-research and is presented in a qualitative format. The total of our data
collected is 112 constructs, each of which has been carefully analyzed.

4. Result

The results showed that the concept of "basicness” was recognized as TIME and the
cognitive process through which this concept converts to "SPACE", as a new
achievement in this research was established as “Replacement of whole the
basicness concept of a spectrum (open/closed) class by a component of an open-
class side features.” Also, the cause of this gradation in the nature of "GAH" was
identified through another Cognitive process called Reification. In addition,
according to what we obtained in the data analysis, the outputs of "GAH"’s
compounds were not out of 4 modes: location of the process, location of the effect of
the process, location of an object/mass, and location of the effect/direction/extension
of an object. A commixture of the modes also appeared.

5. Discussion

Since, according to the considerations of the theoretical framework, the concept of
basicness in "GAH" is TIME, logic dictates that it must lose this conceptual property
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in combinations whose final output is PLACE, in order for the output to become a
"PLACE". Also, since the accompanying morpheme does not pay any ransom to our
"GAH" and does not take on the color and smell of TIME, inevitably under one of
the processes proposed in the theoretical framework, "GAH" must give in to this
fundamental internal conceptual transformation before offering the final product.
6- Conclusion
"GAH", when participates in derivation, in most cases, produces the concept of
PLACE. But in most combinations it has the meaning of "TIME". The concept of
basicness in "GAH" from the perspective of independence in usage is TIME. Also,
"GAH", due to its oscillating behavior, is placed in the continuum between the open
and closed class morphemes constraint."GAH" in assimilation with the process that
is reified, in order to coordinate with its side feature, i.e. locality, takes the meaning
of PLACE and the output of this coincidence is also of the kind of place. The
cognitive process involved in this transformation is a SHIFT of the following type,
which was added to the Talmy’s semantic hypothesis as a new cognitive process in
this research: “Replacement of whole the basicness concept of a spectrum
(open/closed) class by a component of an open-class side features.”
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