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Due to the written history of urbanization, the City of Bishapur is counted as one of the
Sassanid era's valuable examples. Through this city, valuable buildings and monuments were
obtained, including the temple of Anahita, hall of Chalipa, eastern and western lvans (loggias),
and related ornaments such as stucco and mosaic. The eastern mosaic Ivan (loggia) is one of the
fundamental discoveries and components of the Bishapour royal citadel (Figure 5), built in front
of Anahita temple, Valerian palace, and hall of Chalipa. This Ivan has the most sets of intact
mosaics. It is believed that the Roman prisoners (captured during the battle of Shahpour I and
Valerian) were among the first people to teach the Iranians the art of mosaic imagery. May we
emphasize that this story cannot be accepted for certain and requires further research. Today,
studying the images on mosaics and comparing them with available historical and religious data
gives us a new opportunity to interpret them differently than what our ancestors have been
telling us for all these years and centuries. Comparing these images with those engraved on
Sasanid plates tells us how Anahita (Persian goddess of fertility and wisdom) provides blessings
and wisdom for kings and emperors. There is a strong possibility that these mosaics are dated
back to Narseh's reign, 7th Sasanid king, and Shahpur | son.
The Bishapur eastern mosaic porch (lvan) is the precious remnant of the Sassanid era in which
the greatest amount and most intact mosaics were obtained. The art of creating images using
mosaic was pretty much rare in Iran. It is considered that this art found its way to Iran through
Roman captivity after the war of Shapurl and Valerian. The study of the mosaic Ivan ornaments
is important because it helps us know more about the city's use and historical interventions in it.
Neglecting some of the details in motifs and attribution of making these decorations to Roman
captives made it necessary to re-examine mosaics and their details. A review of the mosaic
motifs and comparing them with historical and religious documents represent a new
interpretation that can lead to a more understanding of the construction time and a clearer view
of eastern Ivan's role within the royal palace.
The purpose of this article is to re-read the mosaic motifs of the eastern Ivan to understand the
architectural use of the mosaic lvan, the possible period of construction, and understanding the
story told by mosaics. This historical and descriptive study was conducted by comparing the
images and motifs. Based on the results and findings of comparing mosaic motifs with reliefs
and the same motifs on dishes and containers, the mosaics' images can be considered a glorious
ceremony of giving splendor by the goddess Anahita to an important person (Figure 7). But who
is this person?
Considering the incompleteness of the mosaic motifs in the northwest and southwest fronts of
the Ivan, it is impossible to express the person's identity in question (Figure 9). Still, by
reviewing historical events and examining the fundamental changes in the art of this period
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during different years, perhaps a new hypothesis can be put forward about the possibility of
building an Ivan by someone other than Shapur 1. The first step is to search among the people
who showed the most attention towards the goddess Anahita and showed her their support. The
importance of this goddess is evident in the Sassanid Dynasty. But what is the reason for not
attributing the mosaics to the Shapur 1?

With Shapur I's arrival, the image of Anahita was removed from coins and was replaced by
Ahura Mazda. While even the quality of implementation of motifs is not the same as the similar
examples built by the Romans in Antioch (Figure 4), how can solely because of the presence of
Roman captives at Bishapur, assign the construction of mosaics to them? Also, Ivan's space in
Bishapour is different from the Ivans in other royal buildings in the Sassanid period (Figure 1).
Neither of these two porches is located along the principal axes of the Chalipa Hall. This is so
obvious that Girshman does not consider the period of construction of the mosaic Ivan and the
hall of Chalipa to be simultaneous. Sarfaraz has also found another layer of red mortar under the
mosaic layer of the mosaic courtyard (western mosaic Ivan), which was thought to be the oldest
flooring layer. Before examining Anahita's clothing, it is necessary to return to the issue of the
dissimilarity of the lvan with other spaces called Ivan in royal palaces. Lionel Bier believes that
the discovered parts are a small part of a larger building. Azarnoush also considers the two
buildings of the west and east lvans along with the Chalipa Hall as a temple for the worship of
Anahita. According to this, the Bishapour royal citadel plan was compared with the plan of an
important religious complex such as Takht-e Soleiman. The number of similar cases in terms of
plan form and the arrangement of spaces and structure is so numerous that the possibility of
religious use for Bishapour can be considered probable (Figure 2).Furthermore, during the first
Hormozd, Anahita's dress was different on the coins than the clothes in the mosaics of Bishapur.
In the coins related to the second Bahram, her crown lacks a bullet above the head. So, the first
similarities in the motifs of mosaics with Anahita are visible from the period of Narseh.
According to Girshman, in the third century AD, the Sassanids' woolen and silk fabrics rarely
had a pattern. We should consider that the use of patterns on the fabric has probably become
common with the construction of weaving centers in Khuzestan by Shapur Il (Table 1). In terms
of clothes, hair, and narrated subjects, mosaics' motifs have tremendous similarities with relief
and motifs of coin attributed to the Anahita in the next periods. Also, there are some similarities
in the description of the fifth Yasht regarding Anahita's appearance with a piece of the mosaic
decorated with the woman lying on the pillow. Therefore, it should be studied in the history
between 276 to 379 AD from Bahram Il to Shapur Il. Finally, by comparing the motifs of
Mosaic Ivan with other remaining motifs of the goddess Anahita on the coins of the Sassanid
period, the motifs attributed to Anahita on the carvings and sculptures discovered from the
Arbabi mansion of Hajiabad, it was concluded that the motifs implemented on the mosaics are
completely Iranian in terms of faces, clothes, and sitting posture. The weakness in the
implementation of the motifs and the method of preparing the Bishapour mosaics is probably
due to the implementation of those who learned this art from Roman captives in the past and
later performed it at the request of the king. During these 100 years, one of the people who
explicitly mentions the goddess Anahita is Narseh, Shapur I's son. Since his monarchy has been
taken away, he clearly turns to Anahita and receives the ring of power from her (Figure 6).
Narseh owes this victory to the goddess Anahita's support, so he wants to show the power,
glory, and support of Anahita. The best place for this is his hometown, which was established
by the order of the powerful Sassanid king, Shapur I. According to the issues mentioned above,
it is more likely that the mosaics were made by order of Narseh to thank the goddess Anahita
and to show her support in a city that is probably a collection for the worship of this goddess.
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Palace, and Bishapur Citadel; Authors, based on Cultural Heritage Base of Bishapur and (Pope:
2003, 55, 58,64).

LYV YA (e 05) Gl 08,5 Comad Lol Lod> VB 58 0 olaciel jo lgel 58 S5 1,8 51 15 e W5

S b O] dolie o ¥V pgai I Gleade o0 (Db j0 a5 jshiles .cul glols ]9 5l oode o
COU 50 a0 o2 4 Camd 0dd 0L Digad g0 ;0 by leauz 890 il ais LB jelins
Syl alols Led> VB (655 0 y99e 5l jeablian aile g 48,55 1,8 0aSiisT 35 10 40 Lol aime 55 yleudes
sl o Llr VB 6 plS J1 €06 ol o ol 5550 8 JSilode (O 38,5 153 %o calis
009 A 2 (P e Jsd Glaow)n @S &5 ey xS al @ Glgiee b 90 cnl alie b
o3 5l 599 Ludz B g Silige VB Silige plenl bl sme laly Julis jlin S5 case
0o bl i (6l (S jplicn Syl aSenl p (e o953 Sl izmen (PO NTAY () Cen
oS 5 g U o 1 Shass Yol ol OBl diz e Kool 5 (AF 5 AT AYAY L 3si 3T
V pgal j0 odd 5 slaly 4 Sljae Glel coald pac Cde )l oo Coled [0 .l 00,5 sloul dcgerna
b byl Oiles o6 Jlod dpm o ails ol LFS L jelicn 800S0 ayl o SIS Gl |
Lad b Ly aw (Y pgad) plowko 8 [0 locygiw VB oYU Cand [0 fuimed g olodde <56 g ob]
Ol Gsman (8 rolis e 5 b 555,15 Cbye 5 3 UK S 5l S WA S 1 en LS 8 s,k
50 oabol el oS 5 sgms (Y pgad) Wiyls coalil jelinn ;0 Silige YU o Lod> YU (SCiljee
Looadioly oS 5 coald ¢ glole 8,90 Job 10 oo ppeo a5 (SO Glgicas (F pgad) lade o0



&
YR/ AFRR Gl oF 5yleis Y 590 UU@LL&UW
o

e )

ke U

Lgall sas

N Sl el
W e Sl

Uhaches vami
aasac!

eali] das

73 Gy I

IG5 ST S e

(FATPA (SLS) Bgp Atk Craizmed g jplicn (Sio 3 Gl e oKL &8E 5 (VYA (pad 15 ol 5
Figure 2: The Plans of Bishapur Citadel (right) and Takht-e Soleiman, Sasanid Period; Authors, based on
(Ghirshman: 2000), Cultural Heritage Base of Bishapur and (kiani: 1989, 6).

U

L =

5 (lawg) Glowdis cw 0 bl slalad b (Culy) Holics 5l 5o b0 6 NEaLes (sLad aw (6,5 )18 bgou g Db dglie ¥ 3 guai
Ao yuizred g el (K2,8 Ol oL A g (VYYA (ads 108) (e 18 sloaiids (ulul 003 )1 s aio fous?b bl @jles
(VAN QAT (3g5,3T) ogs,dT & (B AYPA (GLS) Gga
Figure 3: Combination and Setting of a Group of Spaces (highlighted) in The Plans Bishapur Citadel
(right), Takht-e Soleiman (middle) and Manor House of Hajiabad (left); Authors, based on (Ghirshman:
2000), Cultural Heritage Base of Bishapur and (kiani: 1989, 6) and (Azarnoush: 1994, 288).

G S5y & pga) obl >l jo JSalod> slad 5,0 o 0 &8y b1 aS ol ditae g,

Grdauo daulsds ol .ol (¥ poa) jmlics clod> YU O Jd [0 (o] ) Leal] oo wline
5 AD NYAY (5,3 Wlo co Lol CPbop! s |y olﬂs?b 5o bl YU Srboge Gl eadals
30 Slige olesl b l;;:.:aL;T 5 LT OWE alox 3l iiliode L1y joS0e 30T Lo Judo e s La.,._eo Lol «(AF
oS5 e e o)l Lall 5l (o558 b snsass (Slige Sludi a5 (S5 see 36D sl
SR8 (Ko e gl 1) et pl (heli b aswe asile Sl LS o alad alie 6 lers



Sl il 590 gl (goliiony 9ty33 L Silize (gl (g 50 Ll (593031 ol Lr Anlllao /YO

oY Al (6,518 asles (sl dilBog, LS o jelin b Slasl pge slrailis 5 alie olic
sl yuy g 750 sloaald 5 joslins als )l 50 Leall ame 0929 Koo Blas axl o LS o oledo
Gbonl & ba e Yol wload ool g b Jsb ,o 250 pb b oS olalad aites Byie ol 5 oS
3ylse il 53 a8 el g,calil 5l Gl $h5 L 5 e g p | pslite (eian 5 wlesg: Lisal]
> VFY AYEE (ol Sll) Wgd oo ale [0Sy Ojglore [0 g asld 5 550 el o g
5 e) Col LT sibo gl T b obT ol o 00l dom ey sl Sy b3 51 oylis Slalllas
Ylazs! a5 Sgicn s Liall Caws 10 Cand lazy a5 0,90 (pl Gl 3K ;0 «(VFF ATAD (Ko
5109 Ogas caz o Leall wlie conl sdias 65,L (A=Y ATYAY (0g) Sl 15 ol Slusl gz
ool gy Gl 5 (V0 AYFE Lo bl Sleads o aBle la LS o O jle 5 L8 ¢ o ) O
A5 g e 5 i sloaall Sl s Gl ol o BaabT deae Sunse 5 355 Sl
Ledls e g Leall dms g3l cnl o g c bl Cgr 4], (5

CFF ATAY (V5e) €0,551,8 6byo 4 ,Sm 058 5l 09, 0 118 dieg s o] W Cto bl Slavog o
15 s LeaalT syl 45 o 523 51 90 1) . Cansl S 058 415 515 1y g ylaw] o diib o wealil S
0315 i anlsl ;5 a5 Lo lgsl 5l ool Cewsay SaKiilige ok uizmed 05 Ly by yliansS o o Laals
ool s oo Glad Halicn o 1) ol dle 5 008 oo azmo Liall g jplie bLI)I 5 0l ales
S Ve 4 Sl ool o 4 Glai |y gl 5,50 Blel U jelicn jo Ol pglas Jdo el S
Sl oloj by Cual pogdle Wlg o SSlig0 985 5330 (o) 2 )5 A rho 9 (e LA
ST gy g ) eSSl 50

oI5l Stz Sl ¥ 0

5 A5 Gl Sl i cll 4 a5 cl Coeal Bl Cuzr Gl Gl Slise Gleal SLLSE o)
)Q .)9.‘>9.o ‘5LQA_Q.AJ9A X lJ w.’?u L)"‘ g_)L:.IUa.A ..\..5‘5& @‘5‘)5 RS-QS Q] )é ‘fu)l.) u)'{.‘>‘..\.a 64-3-."’)3‘5
Pl & 0,50 ol gloaiar p 8 S0 5 B9yl (g5, 2 alie ladigel b Ll Auglie 5 Sli5e s
bl el Bolicass g Baisle deoanad; Joli Glel cpl jo SCiljge gSludl (g .l oo,
Aoy oo k4 Lol ccasl assle o ol pl o o el 51 3 U SClhge 5l oolatwl aSpl 0g2 gl .ol glulss
Slolis cog 08 o oS Sledjb |y olds Canazd U ol oo Dgeo loy (ola (s yige ol S o g4y
S Lmmo )3 05 (ieg s (D ST g Sy 00 (S5 sk ST ihsd j0 0g (gete Hlaeinlen
ol 3,8 slo Sg ,ko g 0uS oo 0 Ll T A (ijgl 45 oy CAA-ARY A\YAY (g) o o 00l oyl
ol pyate Cox Lkl er S Jle sl el ssalin BB laSiilise (5,0 sboo sz ST (S 0
ol 4y Jade jebdy pols 15 el odl 00 lS pgal 4 Ol FLo g 565 L x> G g b
9 aous AB) e a5 dy e S 9 .)5,...;(50_: 0)9> U"‘ .))‘3 dlas Q"‘ | d.a.'>‘~b).| L)—‘ ‘_gLQ‘;).:j 9 Lbo).e‘}g.i;
D310 5 o0 0,00 sloo Sy




.5 [ P
YO/ IYA4 3l ¥ 5Lt Y 5,90 (U fSAI
L[]

Oly Sl (Sos baainzr p 285 g donae (Dl gSue )3 (o9 503 b LSGilige (Aol dmlia L
5 0991 4B dos logas B W5les 5 brosiald) .Cudily Juiome |) e puolpo b i G g48g Jlass]
olyo 43 disy g 5 43Ls wiz Logas a8 e ool 053 ooy 5l (c25u ity sl slaz by 5 Bye
foads zyke (Fglie ol 956 065l pom plys Gselm e T 8L Jle 0 b Wyl
Sa sl )5 2 5o Bacehic wul e 51 sl ol (538)5 aled! (JB o 51 a5 sl 2 nor alo]
Gl 00 oo 135 5 g Sialiw (ygel o i (] (YVE AYAY () ) Sl 00 y9lol 1) (559, 3]
stk 5o Cad 583 51 599 plaiz gad9e (nl jmlin 5 Sl GlacSilige dunlie 5 Jol oS 55
O3l F380 (owyp b Ll ol 0925 placalid (U5 (Wl g lacuws )8 (o] 8508 siile o)l
ez 5 0L b () )0 loye jpa pas g e ST e slacslis (S (o] pobie 5 sl e
o Sl onls 185 sl Jlaiml Galin sloSilise 59, » Szl iz glaolas d92g pas
5 Sl eaSose 3l AU el (Sew &5 Wls placalid g e diz e S e oS 1) Sl
bt 53 el TS 5 ()l 2580 Lag3) 45 sl gl

S0 S ye syl Sise

Hatay Archacology Museum

(o pu5) g 1Szl (23 ) £ 9890 b o 5 Al 1 (2 STil500 b ) 50 599 L SS90 A Uio :F 2 gaai
Hatay 5540 9 (YVA
Figure 4: Mosaics from Bishapur (right) and Antioch (left); (Ghirshman: 1999) and Hatay

Archaeology Museum.

ool ceel wls aSlail 51 Scomil SCiljge Lged b elin Sljge 40 0w colld caba> o

4.5”4." 9 L)‘)'l‘ Lgl.bu_iﬁ‘)yo CA.QL«....: su.o.m).af ).Ja.: )‘ | 009 uL«.uSJ QT )‘ oolazwl [°9'Q“L" as .)9....: ol.u..u‘
Ol Cdii 5ol Gleag; 5l e ol 8T o 4 aSL T gadse 0 LSy o 4 &
I LCslyge LQ.E—l Foolw Gbj 4 ailesyy [IG ;50 sogee b1 J g 8,5 |, boles g g LSS
5 aSlail slaSilige b jelicn slacsilige 5L slacmglas 51 (SO (VY AYVA (e 15) &o,S Syl
oS Jb> 50 wles S soliiwl Sdlige 5l WS &il> 55 slp Slpl Glose e cewly] 605,18 e
69,.49.@ Og M‘P Sl pospeer LgLQso)go R_JlSBS_«u-A 9 chw);w.a; SS9y » S Coul e ULA.Q U"‘
olyoles i jelin lSoljge jo .ol Sliles ¢ 1,550 lojer g ‘QT doyY oS conl glaizs



Gl Co Lo 5590 5l 53liming 9tyos Linn Siljgn (ylanl Shads 5o Lall ggibs ol > Axllias /YOY

5o adyle e Rl g cwaie dshad g0 old ux> jo a4 ol Slule B slicaon sloc jse sage
2 OB pledez o Sl Lo LSk Gles L Slise 5 Bgib o Banad; o (Bwjle cdds
1 JelS jsb a4y Lad (S sSne o Lab SgeaS Cuz 4 a5 el oLk i aSdliee b g,k
el 43,8 18 5L b oasald) Lo

59095 i b ailaly Cdlis o beSilige 53 odd oMAS pgal 4 Ao & Cawl diiee el S
plie 5 Slole Gy b daatus i b oSiljpe ool dmmlio 4 05 2e ol Ll (VF+ ples) ol
Lol Globes 3,95 5 oaral, o Gl GU) 51 R Gladiged gwyn pa8 rids el (P
5 Archaeologia Mundi Persien Il LS s 5459} (Azarnoush: 1994) 145,31 jezen  Sladme
-0 el Leall sgbopl a1,y ol ol jon slaoles g yoghi cpl dalicidn gl OLS ;o s3,b Sl
19 30l ygl el )y g ol slowl lgbopl g lopl (i jo Sl Cuboy) (o jeeb b ol oo axaF il
plis g oo L |.>..\.>m Cidy; S pe 5l s ol cpl duall seibopl o 1w o5l L.oj..am s Coonl
m i b gl (692 Canazed (YYR YA esdl) 03,8 o 3b 1050l 00l 80,8 G o ) 095 Bile
Cacgypin lolule calals @ (pl 5 09 eXer Slpl o ANatis / T o (s Soop 4> e
O 5l olans 5,0l glacalis doall g5l o5l 4 laSilise (hesi oludil sl Lol LYo 51 (S
L ol o ciio o Leall 5l oo al)l licogs b (cal, & poa) S0 )0 00 gual
L pluliss 5 Luj 1y sl a8 (FA DYAY (V50 €egil S lisg 5 [T] 05 slassgs Lus [slal s
ool s p [ Gl gl &5 Jl> 50 S 0 Brogh Gz g il (SR VL L g e Olgsle

(YO g YYRAYYA (o o8 1 2c0) y98 Liiow Sl g0 18 1 guad
Figure 5: Mosaics from Bishapur; (Ghirshman: 2000, 279 & 305).
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Figure 6: Reliefs of Narseh in Nagsh-e Rostam (right) and Sarab-e Qandil (left); (Vandaee: 2011, 13
and 31).
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Table 1: Comparison of the Characteristics of the Bishapur Mosaic’s Woman with the Images of
Goddess Anahita (Goldman: 1997).
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Figure 7: Comparison of a Headband in Bishapur Mosaic with another one on a Sasanid Dish;
(Ghirshman: 2000) and the Walters Art Museum.
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Figure 8: Lily Branch (left) and Lily Bouquet in AFFY APYY dasas)

Bishapur Mosaic.
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Figure 9: The Mosaic Ivan’s Plan; (Ghirshman: 2000, Plan 4).
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Figure 10: Comparison of the Motifs, Sasanid Dishes, Group 1.

Fr s OBNn (5 ez 5l plaslei LIy enijlys 5 oanal; 0l a5 ol (85,6 Jold pd 05,5 -V
Archaeologia Mundi Persien Il LS o 0555s) peoVy g SloaniS pgal 4 jgwdge dile Jsluwg
GoLoo aS ol )314 u.a‘ P Oeire 5‘ RE S Lo.o.QL’T 65—‘L’°)-."| sp.w‘fc LQ“)?‘ Oz o OM) S| AEr0
oy 55 (Vladimir: 1967, 179-183) auws ol 51 sleoles isii ol o colaiwl 5,50 B0y 5 lals
oy % b T caled 5 pmlics slacilisn ;3 Glold; sk 5 Sake pgo alr jalie QLS o 5
S5bonl oles soles asld cin gils GLS o 63)L Sl uzmen .l 00,5 Cuzs 0,90 oyl



.5 [ P
YO/ IWA4 ¥ 5l Y 5,90 (L pASAI
L[]

9 ulf..\.,..as) ..\J‘OA.HMS real 4 Sl ol...‘,).> La ‘) &5..99.0 L)"‘ as «_95).’0 L5>)" BN (ul.o..fb) W P

O y9a5) Ngud 0 6033 33 OB wisles

P95 09,5 c Pl ()1)93 B9yl 3 wlio gl e V) y2 g
Figure 11: Comparison of the Motifs, Sasanid Dishes, Group 2.
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Figure 12: Comparison of the Motifs, Sasanid Dishes, Group 3.
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the Western Mosaic Ivan (The Mosaic Court); Authors based on (Ghirshman: 1999, Plan 4 and 5).
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Figure 14: Oval Bowl with Enthronment Scene, 6-7"" Century AD, The Walters Art Museum.
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Figure 15: The Bishapur Mosaic’s Woman (right) and Goddess Anahita Relief in Taq-e Bostan
(left).
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