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Abstract
Iran's rural management system has undergone various changes in terms of
social structures over the years. The purpose of this study is to explore the
two-decade experience of selecting Dehyar in the villages of Zavin section of
Kalat County in Khorasan Razavi province, lIran. The research has been done
with a qualitative approach and thematic analysis method. Data were
collected through semi-structured interviews with 17 rural management
officials. In addition, due to the role of the triangulation method in qualitative
research, and in order to analyze the theory more accurately, the results of the
interviews were reinforced with the participatory observation data of a
researcher who worked in the field for three years. The results showed that
although the selection Dehyar is done in a democratic framework, but due to
the dominance of specific historical and cultural values, obstacles and
challenges are formed in its selection and performance. The four main
themes of the present study are specificity, irresponsibility, cultural
challenges, and poor performance. The results show that democratic
institutionalization in the studied villages has not been able to achieve its
goals. One of the necessities of rural management is to provide indigenous
models of village management that on the one hand paying attention to its
cultural-historical values, and on the other hand paying attention to the
changing needs. Government policies in rural areas, while considering its
democratic aspects, need to be reformed based on the cultural-historical
values that govern power relations and interactions.
Keywords: Rural Management, Democratic Institutionalization, Participation,
Dehyar Selection, Kallat
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