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Abstract
Bahram Beizaei is an Iranian author, filmmaker, theatre director, scenarist,
and prominent and stylish researcher. Benefiting from myth, epic, and

historical backgrounds and folklore of Iran and the world, he has created ,

artistic work; thus, his works are contemplative and extensively linked to !
intellectual topics, Persian cultural themes, and other nations. His play titled :
‘Arash’ also possesses such salient feature. This point should be further
noticed that based on intertextual approaches and theories, the creators of |
artistic works may not too rely on their own personal experiences, !
information, and intact subjective faculties for the generation of such works, |
but by considering pre-existing texts, they edit their works where these texts |
are assumed as the foundation for culture, idea, art, and literature of their |
time. We have tried in the present article to conduct a content analysis on the .
play of "Arash" and with reliance on librarian and documentary studies and |
based on the theory of trans textuality of Gerard Genette (as one of the,
theorists of Intertextuality). The findings achieved from this study suggest:
that this play is composed of Inter-textuality, hypertextuality, metatextuality, i
arcitextuality, and paratextuality elements which are noticed with some
frequency where this has caused this work to have new conceptual potential |
and deserving of altered review. In the intertextual view of this work with its .
contemporary text, the poem "Arash” by Siavash Kasraei, Beizaei challenges |

the myth and Kasraei depicts himself and his society's desire; However, both | _

works are associated with the myth of water and the demon of drought. On
the other hand, in metatextual analysis, the existing classes in the play
"Arash" can be considered in accordance with the existing classes in
Wittfogel 's theory of Oriental Despotism, which is defined on the basis of
the Hydraulic Society and the relations that govern it. From the perspective
of contextual analysis, this work is related to the plays Azhi Dahaka and
Karname-ye Bandar Bidakhsh. In terms of contextual analysis, this play is
similar to a kind of tragedy that is not unrelated to the story of Christ and
Ta'zieh of Karbala.
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1.Introduction
Transtextuality is a broad and complex device, deals with the connections
between texts and provides the researcher with extensive information to obtain
meaning; therefore, transtextual analysis and its results are accurate solutions
for critique of works. The present study consists of two main parts: theoretical
foundations and transtextual analysis. And examines the recitation of Arash of
Bahram Beizaei in a methodical way and shows its different angles from a
transtextual perspective.
2.Research method
In this research, data collection is library method and data analysis is qualitative.
3.Discussion
The issue of transtextuality is a theory that has been proposed in the context of
intertextuality and in its completion. Genette enumerates five components of
transtextual: 1. paratextuality, 2. Metatextuality, 3. architextuality, 4.
intertextuality, 5. Hypertextuality (Namvar Motlagh, 1395: 24-25).
Intertextuality has a more precise meaning from Genette's point of view than
Kristova intended. He limits intertextuality to a co-existent relationship between
two or more texts (Genette, 1997: 1). In the intertextuality considered by
Genette, if the element of the presence of the text "A" in the text "B" is
removed, the whole effect will not be disturbed and there will still be the text
"B" (Namvar Motlagh, 1395: 31-33).Hypertextuality is like an intertextuality
relationship; the difference is that in the absence of the text "A", the text "B"
cannot be created (ibid: 29-30). Metatextuality is, in Genette's terms, a hidden
text; communication, often referred to as interpretive communication. This
connection connects one text to another, without necessarily referring to it
(Genette , 1997: 4). In the present study, we conducted a sociological analysis
using Wittfogel's theory of Eastern tyranny. Genette on paratextuality believes
that text is seldom presented separately and is always accompanied by words or
other elements, such as author name, producer, title, background, and images,
and these elements have an important effect on understanding the work (ibid: 1-
2).Architextuality is not the relationship between one text and another; rather, it
is the relationship between the text and its species; as romanticism is not a text;
but it includes many texts (Namvar Motlagh, 2016: 28-29). In the context, we
are dealing with the species and genre of the work, and in the present study, we
have used Mythos Frye's theory for the typological relationship of the work.
The structuralist nature of this theory also shows the structural relationship of
this species with other works.
4. Analysis of the story
Hypertextuality of Arash's story can be followed in the books of the Islamic
period and before Islam. The story of Arash is mentioned in Tir yasht Avesta
and there are two other narrations about it. In the book of Athar-Al-Bagiya
Biruni following the Niloufar celebration in June and Eid Tirgan, there is a
narration of Arash's story which seems to be the same traditional narration that
is popular among the people and is the hypertextual source of the play; but there
is another narration in Akhbar al-Tawal Dinvari that the remarkable point in it is
that Afrasiab causes drought in Iran and closes the water sources and Arash
fights against the drought demon which is of special importance in
hypertextuality analysis. Perhaps it can be said that the objective manifestation
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of intertextuality, whether in the narrative or in the use of metatextuality, and as
a result of the dialogue between the works, are revealed in the intertextual
relationship of Arash of Beizaei and Arash Kamangir of Siavash Kasraei.
Beizaei's answer not only to Kasraei, but to all the intellectuals of his time, is
that to change the current situation, there is no choice but to move the people
free from idolatry and myth-making. The people who are waiting for the hero
are the mythical and imaginative people.Regarding the metatextual analysis of
the work, it can be said that the classes and their controversy in this play are in
line with Wittfogel's theory of water-based societies. It is important to note the
issue of water was also present in the hypertextuality element of the work. In
this play, social classes are divided into three groups: the king (tyrant ruler), the
military, and the masses represented by Arash.

All three plays of Azhidehak, Arash and Karnameh Bondar Bidakhsh, which
are in a book and a intertextual connection with each other, find an intertextual
connection with the story of Karbala and, of course, water. In Arash's
recitation, we are faced with the third stage of tragedy in Fry's typological
theory. In these tragedies, the hero is associated with Christ or is the face of a
kind of Christ, as in the taziya of Hussein ibn Ali. Interestingly, the eastern side
of these two tragedies connects them to the myth of water.

5. Conclusions

Arash's extra-textual recitation can be traced to pre- and post-Islamic texts.
These narrations are related to the myth of water and the demon of drought. In
the intertextual encounter of this work with its contemporary text, that is, Arash
of Siavash Kasraei, we found that Beizaei has discussed his speech and his
ideology not only to Kasraei but also to all open minded of his age .On the other
hand, the existing classes in Arash's recitation can be considered in accordance
with the existing classes in Wittfogel's Eastern tyranny theory, and since
Witfogel's theory is defined on the basis of the water-lord society and its
relations, the hypertextuality connection of the work with its metatextuality is
applicable. And it can be said that they support each other in the general
structure of the work. In the paratextuality analysis, we saw that all three plays
of Azhidehak, Arash and Karnameh Bondar Bidakhsh, which are in a
paratextual connection with each other, find an intertextual connection with the
story of Karbala and, of course, water. In the architectual analysis section,
Arash's death in the play Beizaei is similar to a tragedy that is not unrelated to
the condolences of Christ and the story of Karbala. These complex metatextual
networks fully support each other; that is, none of the components of the
analysis act alone and can be used in conjunction with the meaning of the whole
work. In fact, the symphony of different components of the work such as
hypertextuality, intertextuality, metatextuality, paratextuality and architextuality
of the text leads us to understand and receive this work correctly.
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