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ABSTRACT

Today, many farmers face problems in their production, such as economic bottlenecks, lack of
production inputs, high institutional costs, and so on. Farmers' mastery to business management
can reduce these problems to a large extent. Therefore, due to the importance of the subject, this
descriptive- correlational research was conducted to investigate the effect of knowledge and
attitude on agricultural business management behavior. The statistical population included all truck
farmers in the south of Kerman Province (N=75000). The statistical sample of the study included
382 farmers who were selected by multi-stage random sampling according to the sampling table of
Kerjesi and Morgan. The research instrument was a researcher-made questionnaire whose validity
was confirmed by panel of experts and Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used to calculate the
reliability of the questionnaire that an acceptable value was obtained (6=0.85-0.95). The results
showed that farmers were moderate in the management of agricultural business. They were better
off in terms of farm staff management but had the greatest weakness in strategic farm management.
The knowledge score of the respondents in the field of agricultural business management was
11.58 (out of 20), which shows that their agricultural business management is slightly higher than
the average level. However, 73.3% of the respondents had a positive attitude towards their business
management. Path analysis showed that knowledge and attitude on agribusiness management
behavior had a significant positive effect. Therefore, training courses should be planned and
implemented to improve the management of farmers' agricultural business.
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Extended Abstract
Objective

Due to the economic situation of the country and the continuous sanctions, which lead to an
unreasonable increase in production costs, the production of agricultural products is one of the
most risky occupations. It is obvious that the farmer will suffer a lot of economic losses if he
cannot adapt to these conditions and does not have enough knowledge and skills to manage in
different situations. In fact, the farmer in the role of production manager without familiarity and
acceptance of new methods and without having a rational management cannot successfully engage
in economic activity. Improper exploitation is primarily related to poor agribusiness management,
low awareness, information and technical skills of farmers. It seems that proper management of the
farm business can reduce these problems or prevent them from occurring to some extent.
Therefore, the present study was conducted to investigate the effect of knowledge and attitude on
the behavior of farmers in the south of Kerman province towards agricultural business
management.
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Methods

The statistical population of this descriptive survey study included 75,000 farmers in the south
of Kerman province. The sample size was 382 and multi-stage random sampling method was used.
A researcher-made questionnaire was used to collect data. The questionnaire consisted of four
parts, the first part was related to the individual characteristics of the farmers. The second part of
the questionnaire included 48 items to assess farmers' knowledge of agricultural business
management, which is divided into eight areas: production management, farm staff management,
leadership management, communication management, risk management, sales and marketing
management, strategic management Farm and farm financial management were separated. The
third part was related to the study of farmers' attitudes toward the importance of agricultural
business management, which included three parts: 1- cognitive dimension, 2- emotional dimension
and 3- psychological-motor dimension. The fourth part of the questionnaire was dedicated to
farmers' behavior in relation to agricultural business management, which was also measured in
eight levels of management. The content and appearance validity of the questionnaire were
confirmed using the opinions of the panel of experts. The reliability of the questionnaire was
assessed by calculating the Cranach's alpha coefficient and an acceptable value was obtained. Data
analysis was performed by SPSS and Amos software.

Results

In general, the respondents' knowledge score in the field of agricultural business management
showed the average knowledge of the respondents in this field. The general attitude of farmers
towards the management of the agricultural business was good. So that the attitude of the
respondents in cognitive, emotional and behavioral dimensions was moderate and high. Overall,
the findings indicated that the cognitive, emotional and behavioral dimensions of the respondents
regarding the management of the agribusiness were favorable. Prioritizing different business
management skills of workers on average also showed that workers are in good condition in terms
of farm staff management, leadership skills and production management, and these three skills are
ranked. First is their skills, And these three skills are in the first ranks of their skills, but the skills
in which workers are not in a good position and are weak are sales and marketing management,
farm financial management and strategic management, which are in the rank of Were at the bottom.
Examining the relationship between independent variables showed that there is a direct relationship
between knowledge and attitudes of respondents. Relationship between attitude and dependent
variable that is the behavior of responsible employees in the field of business management;
indicates a direct relationship between these two variables. Examining the direct and indirect
effects of influential variables in the model of the effect of knowledge and attitude on the behavior
of agricultural business management, showed that the variable of knowledge in the field of
agricultural business management had the greatest impact on behavior in this field.

Discussion

Due to the fact that farmers did not have adequate knowledge in the field of agricultural
business management. Therefore, the extent of their knowledge has a direct impact on their
behavior. The accuracy of this information is evident in the study of farmers' knowledge and
behavior in each of the areas of agribusiness management. In the study of attitude, the cognitive or
cognitive dimension had a moderate average, and this also affected the psycho-motor dimension
and had the lowest average. According to the findings, the attitude of most of the respondents was
positive but the behavior and knowledge of the respondents were poor. Therefore, it can be
understood that although the attitude of most people was positive, but the knowledge of individuals
had the greatest impact on their behavior, which was confirmed by path analysis, so that the
indirect effect of knowledge on Behavior was more than the direct effect of attitude on behavior.

Conclusion
Respondents’ poor knowledge in agribusiness management has played an important role in the
emergence of favorable behavior in this area. If farmers have the appropriate knowledge in each of
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the areas of business management and subsequently show this knowledge in their behavior, it can
be expected that their problems in terms of successive economic losses will be reduced. It can be
expected that their problems will also be reduced in the context of successive economic losses.
Even problems that may not be related to farmers and have structural and organizational roots, with
the correct knowledge in the field of agricultural business management and appropriate to the
conditions and situation can be from the intensity of their impact on business. Farmers stopped. So
until farmers 'knowledge in any area of agribusiness management improves, farmers' behavior will
remain the same, causing successive losses at the end of the growing season. Therefore, the
officials should not be unaware of this, and investing in this region to solve the problems of farmers
will undoubtedly affect the country's economy. Especially since most of the farmers studied are
young farmers, as young farm managers play an important role in the country's economy.
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