
 ���� ���	
����  

 ����52 ���	
 �1 � ���1400  �)35-23(  

Iranian Journal of Animal Science 

Vol 52, No 1, Spring 2021 (23-35) 

DOI: 10.22059/ijas.2021.311808.653805   
  

 

* Corresponding authors E-mail: hmoradis@ut.ac.ir; moradi.hosein@gmail.com  

����� �����	
) ��� ������ �� ������ �� ����� �����  ��!BLV" ��  #����$! ��!��% �& (  

  

( ���� " ) �*+�1 -.����+
 �& �� #�/02* -�& �� #�/0*�3�3* �%5�*�6� �7&�8 �$9 �4  

1��� ���� �	
� � ���� ����� ����� ������� .� ���� ���� ��� �  !"��#�$%� &��'� �()����� &��"� �(*�+  
2. %("�(�-� ��� ���� �	
� � ����� �./0 12(3� � �4%�(�� !"��# ���� ���� ��� � &��'� �()����&��"� �5�� �  

3 .%(���� ��� ���� �	
� � ����� ���� ���� ��� �78����� �4%�(���  �()����&��"� �9�%� �9�%�  
4 .��� ���� �	
� � ���� %(����� ���� ���  ������4%�(�� �78���� �&('*
� ��.3
 �()����&��"� �&('*
� �  

;"%(�) :>?("%� 22/7/1399 - ;"%(� :D�"E# 19/11/1399(  
  

�;�(*  

2%(G� $��"� �(  4�8H� )BLV ("8�  4��%(G2 (I� � �73��"-���  J� >-��I JH(- �(I%�K (2 �(��L�� 4"�(�  �(  >.3
 %�
M��� H�� &��� NI(� 73�(GI7� O ��P�7H�� ��8�G� �Q(���  � 	�/�>"('�%� &R SEO  .>-� ���GI (I��+� 4� S7I� �"T  NI��#

(-(3M�" J�(���(I  U/��� V(����(2  J2 >��(W�BLV (I�(  %�� (���I"T �"&�� � J2 .��2"T  X�G�� %�Y3�152 O&�� ��2 �30105 
(+"�() �)�(���SNP JM��� 4� ��(*�-� (2 �(IGGP Bovine LD v4 .�T ����\ � ]��3� 4� !# .7�7M*> �����(I H��J %� 
('�>" 23513  �)�(��SNP  %�140 $^% H(�R �%�� ���(I_� 7.2� O .7�7MQ(��� �%�� 2 J2 ��(W� J�-� �� %� ��(*�-�%(G" �(  `H(-
)68 2 � ($^%%(G )77 ���  ($^%�732 N�2 � 7�7M�"(I � %� J� ���� 4�"T OQ(��� J2   J�?�  %��L V(���� S7I �� �� Q%�


%(�R 4� ��(*�-� (2 7���2 �c�(�%d" -%�2 �%�� (��� ��L% (�� .73�?� "e �"T Wf�g ���� JWh3� %('i J� ��� &(��� �%� ��4������(I 
 �%(GM1 �13 �20  �22 � %�"T OQ(��� J�?�  %��L V(���� S7I7�� . �-%�2&� (ID%�_  � %� �7M �"T  jk�� %� J� ��� &(�� g0(3�

"( � Q%�(��"T ���� g0(3��� &� (I�"  &� 73�(GISTGA1  ��4����� %�1 �&� (I� STK35 �EBF4  �PDYN ��4����� %� 13  �
&� (I �"SLC38A3 �RASSF1  �RBM6  ��4����� %�22 (-(3M�" �7M >-� .&� T"� ��8�G� �-%�2  J� ��� &(�� (I�"T &� (I  %�

`�l- �3G"� Y3� �` � Jk�i4�� � �4� (�� X�G�� %� .7�%�� NW� &(0�- V���- �"e �"T Wf�g ��7���� �(�	0� 1/3�� 
73GM4%�� (-(3M >'+ %��" ���� g0(3�� 7�(�"�7  �"( &� (I � �//-� (2 U/���"T 2%(G� .�%�R `I��?  

  

(< � ��! $=�*�: 2 �(�� �%(�R%(G� �(  4�8H�� -`�l �"3G� �J�(���(I V(����.  
  
  

Identification of selective signatures associated with resistance to bovine leukosis 
(BLV) in Iranian Holstein cows 

 
Mehdi Javan Nikkhah1, Hossein Moradi Shahrbabak2*, Mohammad Hossein Moradi3* and Ali Sadeghi-Sefidmazgi4 

1. Ph.D. Candidate in Animal Breeding & Genetics, Aras International Campus, Unversity of Tehran, Jolfa, Iran 
2. Assistant Professor of Animal Breeding & Genetics, College of agriculture & Natural Resource, Unversity of Tehran, Karaj, Iran 

3. Associate Professor, Department of Animal Science, Arak University, Arak, Iran 
4. Associate Professor, Department of Animal Science, Collge of Agriculture, Isfahan University of Technology, Isfahan, Iran 

(Received: Oct. 13, 2020 - Accepted: Feb. 7, 2021) 
 

ABSTRACT 
Bovine viral leukemia (BLV) is one of the deadliest viral diseases that is associated with many economic losses in the dairy 
industry, such as reduced production capacity and reproductive performance of infected animals and their eventual culling. 
The aim of this study was to identify the selection signatures associated with resistance to BLV in Iranian Holstein cows. 
For this purpose, a total of 152 animals were genotyped for 30,105 SNP markers using GGP Bovine LD v4 chips. After 
quality control of the initial data, 23,513 SNP markers in 140 animals of cattle were finally entered for further analysis. The 
animals used were classified into two groups consisting resistant to disease or healthy (68 animals) and sick (77 animals) 
animals, and then the regions of the genome that were divergently selected in these animals were evaluated using the 
unbiased Theta method. The results of this study showed that four genomic regions on chromosomes 1, 13, 20 and 22 were 
divergently selected in these groups. Study of the genes reported in these regions revealed that some genes such as the 
STGA1 on chromosome 1, the STK35, EBF4, and PDYN on chromosome 13 and the SLC38A3, RASSF1, and RBM6 on 
chromosome 22 were previously reported within or adjacent to these genomic regions. Study the function of these genes 
showed that the genes are involved in the immune system, the regulation of mitotic and meiotic cycles and cancer 
suppression. Overall, the results of this study can provide a valuable source of information to identify candidate genomic 
regions or causal genes associated with this disease. 
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Figure 1. Distribution of windowed theta values for healthy and patient animals of Bovine leukemia virus (BLV): the 

SNP position on different chromosomes shown on the X-axis, and win5 theta values are plotted on the Y-axis. The 

values above the line are in the 99.9 percentile of all Theta values. 
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Table 1. Genomic regions containing selection signatures in resistant (control) and animals with bovine leukemia 

virus (BLV), mean theta values for markers in these regions, and genes reported in these genomic regions 
Reported genes in the region The average of theta values Position Chromosome 

STGA1 0.045 132518716-132643562 1 

STK35, EBF4, PDYN 0.047 52468051-53142486 13 

NDUFAF2 0.033 18310932-18442538 20 
SLC38A3, RASSF1, RBM6 0.041 50009060-50474049 22 
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