Received: 23, February, 2021; Accepted: 21, September, 2021

Journal of Language Researches

Formerly “the Journal of v:
. the Faculty of Literature #5705
Vol.12, No.1, Spring & Summer 2021 and Humanities™... § -
University of Tehran :

Word as a Discourse: Evaluation of the Relationship between the Word
and Historical Periods and Discourses
Neda Amin' & Reza Morad Sahraei’ & Behzad Rahbar®

(1-26)
Abstract

Based on Foucault's discourse analysis approach, this study examines
participants' discourse perceptions of historical-political words and tries to find
the answer to the question of how different historical-discourse formulations and
their changing nature is expressed in words as a referent of discourse truth
(constructed discourse) and reproduced and recalled by words. In other words,
how is the "word" itself a discourse that can be analyzed? This research was
conducted in two stages and two questionnaires with 110 and 135 participants.
The method of this research is qualitative-quantitative and based on description
and analysis. The second questionnaire in 5 groups of questions evaluates the
connection of the word with historical periods and discourses, the difference
between the discourse of the word in each period, and the individual discourse
of the participants. The data were analyzed qualitatively and quantitatively in the
form of statistics and graphs. Quantitative analysis of data from 21 items by
SPSS software confirmed a significant relationship between "words” and
"historical periods and discourses". The results showed that some words, such as
historical-political words, are to some extent formed in discourse and are tied to
specific historical discourses. And reciprocally, independently and disregarding
any background and verbal context, they can represent and induce that discourse
and reconstruct the components related to that discourse in the mind of the
addressee. Thus, although the words have their own lexical meaning in the
language, according to different contexts, conditions of occurrence, different
minds, and finally different discourses, they show different perceptions,
influences, and relative meanings and carry different discourses, and the concept
they have in the mind is a historical one that has been formed in history. This
study concludes that words reflect the reorientation of the discourse
formulations and articulations of history and they alone can be studied in
discourse analysis and ethnology.
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1-Introduction

"our thought bears the stamp of our age and our geography”. This is what
Foucault says in the first line of the book The Order of Things. According to
Foucault, cognition is rooted in the life, society, and language that make up
history and it must be examined in a historical evolution. Based on this thought
structure, our interpretations shape the realities of the world and it is through
speech and language and a particular view in each age that truth is formed in the
world and its phenomena.

In this study, the traces of discourse relations and formulations and their effects
on the word as an example of truth and constructed discourse are examined. This
study focuses on some historical-political words that are used in Persian texts or
even everyday conversations since they are words with concrete examples and
precise definitions. Language users take the meanings of words for granted and
neglect ideological foundations beyond these concepts. These taken-for-granted
formulations are dependent on historical discourses, and the "plurality of
interpretations as discourse facts" seem first and foremost plausible in the
vocabulary of a language. The present study seeks to answer the question of how
historical formulations and discourses and their variable nature are expressed in
words and reproduced and recalled. In other words, how "word" alone is a
discourse that can be analyzed.

2-Methodology

This research is based on the theoretical approach of Foucault's discourse
analysis and is a diachronic study. The research method is qualitative-
guantitative and based on description and analysis. The focus is on the
components of history and time to emphasize the evolution of concepts. This
research was conducted in two stages / two questionnaires. First, based on
library resources and the study of the meaning of historical-political vocabulary,
an open-ended questionnaire was given to 110 participants. Participants were
told that "vocabulary sets have undergone significant semantic changes
throughout the history of a society. In other words, in one period, a set of words
refer to certain values in society, and in another period, they become anti-
values.”. And they were asked to cite examples they knew of this kind of words.
Therefore, the words selected for the second questionnaire were based on the
answers provided in the first questionnaire. In the second questionnaire, 5
groups of questions were asked which, step by step, evaluated the discourse of
words from the participants’ perspective. This questionnaire was given to 135
other participants in the Google Form. Data were described and analyzed
qualitatively and quantitatively by statistics and graphs and quantitative analysis
and inferential statistics of data were run with SPSS software (version 22).

3- Discussion

In this study, participants' discourse perceptions of historical-political terms
were elicited. , Through the first set of questions, which examined the
relationship between words and ages in the history of Iran from the perspective
of participants, 9 words were presented in relation to 9 historical periods (from
the Qajar period to the last two decades). In the second set of questions, several
historical words belonging to two different ages were given and the participants
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were asked to write "freely" about "the meaning and connotation of the words in
each historical period". The aim was to find out whether political terms have
different definitions and interpretations in each historical period. And whether
this difference in word discourse is accessible to participants. The third set of
guestions was about the connection between the word and the historical
discourses. Again, 7 historical-political words were examined in relation to 7
lexical categories, Words that, according to the researchers of this study,
independently and without any verbal context, unconsciously refer the mind to
a specific historical discourse in the socio-political history of Iran. And the aim
was to see whether the addressee knows what these words are connected with
in their mental background without any verbal context. In the fourth set of
guestions , the addresses were asked to write what other words in each of the
above sets of words and which discourses they evoke in their minds. Finally, the
fifth set of questions measured the individual discourse of participants in
relation to these historical-political terms.

4- Conclusion

The data showed that words are sometimes associated with the discourse of a
particular historical period and a particular socio-political movement. They are
associated with that period alone and outside the context, this connection is very
bold and clear in some words. Political-historical words can have different
definitions and interpretations in different historical periods; in other words,
they carry different discourses and this difference in word discourse can be
perceived in two different thought spaces for discourse-aware participants.
These words can sometimes be tied to discourses that have their own vocabulary
and lexical literature, and just by remembering the words and without any verbal
context, the audience receives their connection in their mental background.
Thus, although the words have their own lexical meaning in each language,
some words, such as historical-political words, are somewhat constructed of
discourse, and apparently according to different contexts, conditions of
occurrence, different mind sets, and finally different discourses. They show
different perceptions, effects and relative meanings. In every discourse there is a
truth for these words, but no discourse is the whole truth of these words, and the
historical evolution of the discourse of words shows that sometimes the
knowledge, meaning and truth of words depend on time and place and are
influenced by social and political conditions. Words reflect the reorientation of
the discourse articulations of history and can be studied in terms of discourse
analysis and genealogy.
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