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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of the present study was to design a model of values for higher agricultural
education in Iran. This research used a mixed approach and an exploratory sequential design. The
statistical population of the research in the qualitative part consisted of all faculty members of
agricultural colleges. The research tool was an open-ended questionnaire and its validity was
confirmed by relevant experts. The data collection method consisted of in-depth interviews with 23
faculty members. In the quantitative section of the study, statistical population contained graduate
students of the public agricultural colleges in Iran, equal with 12925 individuals, of which 288
were selected from five agricultural colleges (Tehran, Hamedan, Shiraz, Khuzestan and Zabol)
using Cochran's formula and stratified random sampling technique (with proportional assignment).
The data collection tool (of quantitative part) was a questionnaire in which its face and content
validity were confirmed by informant professors and experts and its reliability was achieved using
Cronbach's alpha coefficient (0.93). The results of the qualitative part showed that the values'
model can be divided into four categories: (1) Moral values (honesty, magnanimity,
trustworthiness, tolerance and humility); (2) Social values (trust, generosity, cooperation and
teamwork, mutual respect, appreciation and responsibility); (3) Individual values (moderation,
discipline, precision, perseverance, commitment to the rules and lifelong learning) and finally (4)
Academic and professional values (entrepreneurship, creativity, food security, respect for rural-
agricultural culture, gender justice and agricultural research values). Furthermore, the results of
quantitative part the research indicated that based on the fit indices, general structure of the
research model is approved and the model obtained from the qualitative part of the research is
consistent with reality.

Keywords: Values' model, Iranian Agricultural higher education, Mixed method.

Extended Abstract
Objectives

Higher education in general and agricultural higher education in particular, mainly focuses on
two objectives' categories. The first category includes three main functions of education, research
and specialized services' delivery. In the second category of higher education functions, the values
and norms are taught to individuals through higher education. Therefore, the higher education is
able to perform its duty only when its graduates not only possess required expertise and knowledge,
but also benefit from different values (ethical, social, individual, etc.). Accordingly, in order to
objectify mentioned values in higher education, the first step is to identify those values. Hence, the
purpose of this study was to develop a values' model for higher agricultural education in Iran.

Methodology
This research used a mixed approach and an exploratory sequential design. The research
statistical population of the qualitative part consisted of agricultural colleges' faculty members. The
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sampling strategy of the qualitative part was first determined by targeted method and then was
determined by the snowball sampling technique. The research instrument was an open-ended
guestionnaire and its validity was confirmed by informant experts and university professors. The
data collection method included in-depth interviews with 23 faculty members. In the qualitative
section, the data processing and analysis was carried out using qualitative content analysis and
inductive approach. The MAXQDA 12 software was applied for data analysis. Statistical
population of the research quantitative part consisted of graduate students of the public agricultural
colleges in Iran equal with 12925 individuals, of which 288 respondents were selected from five
agricultural colleges (Tehran, Hamedan, Shiraz, Khuzestan and Zabol) using Cochran's formula
and stratified random sampling method with proportional assignment. The data collection tool of
the quantitative part was a questionnaire in which its face and content validity was confirmed by
informant university professors and experts and its reliability was verified using Cronbach's alpha
coefficient. In the quantitative part of the research, the data analysis was performed using SPSS and
LISREL software. For this purpose, descriptive statistics (such as frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation and mode) were considered, and the confirmatory factor analysis was
implemented to evaluate the values' model.

Results

The results of the qualitative part revealed that the values' model can be divided into four
categories: (1) Moral values (honesty, magnanimity, trustworthiness, tolerance and humility); (2)
Social values (trust, generosity, cooperation and teamwork, mutual respect, appreciation and
responsibility); (3) Individual values (moderation, discipline, precision, perseverance, commitment
to the rules and lifelong learning) and finally (4) Academic and professional values
(entrepreneurship, creativity, food security, respect for rural-agricultural culture, gender justice and
agricultural research values). Furthermore, the results of quantitative part the research indicated
that based on the fit indices, general structure of the research model is approved and the model
obtained from the qualitative part of the research is consistent with the reality.

Discussion

Considering identified values in the present research, special attention must be paid to these four
dimensions of values in agricultural higher education system in general, and in curriculum
development of agricultural disciplines in particular. Furthermore, it is recommended that an
evaluation of the current status of the values identified in agricultural colleges is accomplished. If
so, it would assist the policy and decision makers to make sure that the best and approved values'
model has been developed. Of course, for the time being, this presented values' model could be
regarded as a criterion for agricultural colleges' validation over the country. Eventually, the crucial
role of rural and agricultural society in determining educational and research policies as well as
academic and professional values of agricultural higher education should be highlighted.
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