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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to study the compound construction [X be-Veges] in
Persian within the framework of Construction Morphology. In this study a
construction-based approach has been used to determine the different possible
meanings drawn from the [X be-Vges] construction, its schemas, subschemas
and the hierarchical structure of this construction in Persian lexicon. The proper
data for this study were collected from farhang-e bozorg-e sokhan [The Great
Sokhan Dictionary] (Anvari, 2002) and in some cases they have been checked in
logat-name-ye dehkhoda [The Dehkhoda Dictionary] (2012). Whenever the
meaning of words were unclear, riSe-Sendasi-ye tarixi-ye estelahat-e farsi
[Etymology of Persian Idioms) (Partovi Amoli, 2013) was used. Accordingly,
thirty-nine words were extracted and studied. This study followed a usage-
based, construction-based approach. The data in this study have been analyzed
within the framework of Construction Morphology (CM). In order to analyze the
data, the meaning of each word was studied in a real sentence found in our
corpus. In addition, we paid attention to the thematic relation of the non-verbal
and verbal parts of each data. Accordingly, our data were categorized in five
different semantic categories illustrating agent, benefactory, patient, property
and theme. In other words, one single form was corresponded to five different
semantic roles. The findings of this study revealed that the [X be-Vpge]
construction is polysemous in Persian, that is, the polysemy can be seen at the
level of construction. In fact, the polysemy found in this research is
constructional. Analysis of the different meanings revealed that they all related
to the thematic relationships between two parts of the compound. In line with
this finding, we showed that the most abstract meaning of [X be-Vges] is "an
entity with relation (R) to XV". It was the most schematic meaning whose
characteristics were inherited by five other subschemas which determined each
semantic category.

Keywords: Construction Morphology (CM), [Xbe-Veges] construction,
Constructional polysemy, Schema, Subschema.
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1. Introduction

Compound adjectives are made through composition. In other words, at least
two content words are used to produce them. In the present study, we study
one particular kind of compound adjectives in Persian, in which the first part
of the compound is non-verbal. The first part can be selected from different
categories: nominal, adjectives and adverb. The second part of the
compound, the verbal part, is made up of a present stem to which be- (also
pronounced as bi- or bo-) is attached as a prefix. Therefore, the form is [X
be-Veees]. The main question of this study and its focal point is the variety of
meaning that this type of compound can produce, and whether the
relationship between the verbal and the non-verbal parts of the compound
can contribute to the meaning or not.

In other word, we postulate that we are facing a polysemous construction.
Then, as a first step we try to find different types of meanings drawn from
[X be-Vees]. These semantic roles are studied within Construction
Morphology (CM) (Booij, 2010). Construction Morphology is a word-based
approach. In this approach, the internal structure of complex words is
understood via a systematic, bidirectional relationship between the form and
the meaning of each word, which is then repeated in newly acquired data.
This repetition forms a pattern in the mind, called a constructional schema,
which demonstrated the common traits of complex words that followed a
common pattern. A schema is an abstract form of construction and displays
the relationship between the form and the meaning. Each schema can have
various subschemas which are formally and semantically more specific.
Those subschemas inherit some traits of the more abstract schema.

2. Literature Review

In this section, the related works have been studied. The main point is that
the construction, studied in this paper has not been investigated in a specific
theoretical framework. Our review showed that [X be-V,ges] construction has
only been studied under the general descriptive studies on compounding in
Persian, and it is the first time that its semantic polysemy is directed.

3. Methodology

In this study a construction-based approach has been used to determine the
different possible meanings of the [X be-Veees] construction, its schemas,
subschemas and the hierarchical structure of this construction in Persian
lexicon. The proper data for this study has been collected from farhang-e
bozorg-e sokhan [The Great Sokhan Dictionary] (Anvari, 2002) and in some
cases they have been checked in loqat-name-ye dehkhoda [The Dehkhoda
Dictionary] (2012). Whenever the meaning of a word was unclear, riSe-
Sendsi-ye tarixi-ye estelahat-e farsi [Etymology of Persian Idioms) (Partovi
Amoli, 2013) was consulted. Accordingly, thirty-nine words were extracted
and studied. In order to analyze the data, the meaning of each word was
studied in a real sentence in our corpus. In addition, we paid attention to the
thematic relation of the non-verbal and verbal parts of each data.
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4. Results

In this section, we provide the results of the study. Having investigated the
data, we found five semantic categories illustrating the meaning of each data.
In fact, the results indicate that one single form can be corresponded to five
semantic roles (e.g. agent, benefactory, patient, property and theme); in other
words, we are facing constructional polysemy. It is also evinced that these
five semantic roles are related to the thematic relationship between two parts
of the compound.

5. Discussion

In this section we discuss how the above-mentioned semantic roles can be
analyzed within Construction Morphology (CM). Each semantic role has
been illustrated as a constructional schema. In fact, in this approach the
internal structure of complex words is understood via a systematic,
bidirectional relationship between the form and the meaning of each word.
Then, the authors try to determine the similarity between schemas.

6. Conclusion

On the basis of the results, we conclude that the most abstract meaning of [X
be-Veres] IS "an entity with relation (R) to XV". It was the most schematic
meaning whose characteristics were inherited by five other subschemas
which determined each semantic category. This schema is highly related to
thematic relationship between the non-verbal and verbal parts of the
compound.
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