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Planning for the development of low-income villages, on the other hand, technology simplicity, the need for
less capital, a shorter period of return on investment and other benefits of small industries, the scale of the
agricultural sector, the need to launch such industries has made it more visible than before. However, the
path of launching these industries is not always simple and faces various obstacles. Hence, the purpose of
this study was to identify and determine the barriers to the establishment of small-scale industries in the
agricultural sector. To identify the barriers, 20 semi-structured interviews were conducted with provincial
experts. Analysis of data collected from interviews led to the identification of 41 concepts in the form of 7
macro-categories of barriers. Then, the two-stage Delphi-fuzzy technique was used to reach a group agree-
ment between the experts and to rank the inhibitory factors. According to the results of the Delphi-fuzzy
technique, barriers to establishment of the small-scale industries in the agricultural sector in Kakavand dis-

Key words: trict of Delfan city were classified into 5 categories. Financial-credit barriers with an average of 0.442, were
Small Scale Indus- the first priority barriers. Also, administrative-political barriers with an average of 0.426, lack of trained man-
tries, Rural Devel- power and local entrepreneurs with an average of 0.417, lack of participatory, individual, and social spirit
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Extended Abstract tors of water and soil, high population growth rate, sea-

sonal and permanent unemployment, widespread poverty,

1. Introduction and forced migration of villagers to cities, justifies the

need to pay attention to small-scale industry development

look at the realities in the agricultural and identify barriers to these industries. Because small

sector, such as limited agricultural fac- rural industries, apart from their high employment poten-
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tial, can be effective in solving problems of poverty and
inequality, income distribution and facilities, reducing
migration, improving the security of investment and land
management. Kakavand district refers to the northern
part of Delfan city in Lorestan province, which has 230
residential villages and 72 abandoned villages. This dis-
trict has 61,000 hectares of agricultural land, 800 hectares
of gardens, 40,000 hectares of forests and pastures. The
establishment of about 6,000 farmers in both agriculture
and animal husbandry shows the reliable potential of this
sector. Efforts to launch and develop the establishment
of small industries related to the agricultural sector can
play an important role in solving many of the livelihood
and income problems of the people of this region. The
purpose of this study was to identify and determine the
barriers to the establishment of small-scale industries in
the agricultural sector, with a qualitative-quantitative ap-
proach and exploratory method.

2. Methodology

In terms of applied purpose and paradigm, the present
study is a type of qualitative-quantitative research with an
exploratory approach, which has been conducted to iden-
tify the factors hindering the establishment of small-scale
agricultural industries. The fuzzy Delphi method was the
basis of this research to achieve effective results by us-
ing fuzzy numbers instead of definite numbers, in addi-
tion to effective communication with experts in the field
of employment and regional development management
and rapid consensus among their views. Based on this, the
research method of the present study has been designed
in two stages.

In the first stage, 20 semi-structured interviews with ex-
perts in this field were conducted to identify these factors.
Then, 41 obstacles were identified in 7 categories. In the
second stage, the two-stage Delphi-fuzzy technique was
used to reach a group agreement between the experts and
to rank the barriers.

3. Results

Field data analysis including interviews and open ques-
tionnaires was performed by the grounded theory method
and through three open, axial, and selective coding. In the
open coding stage, the text of the interviews and question-
naires were examined in depth and 41 initial categories
were identified. In the axial coding stage, a relationship
was established between the identified subcategories, and
the categories were categorized into 13 axial categories
and finally into 7 main concepts.
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According to the results of the Delphi-fuzzy technique,
barriers to the establishment of the small-scale industries
in the agricultural sector in Kakavand district of Delfan
city were classified into 5 categories. Financial-credit
barriers with an average of 0.442, were the first priority
barriers. Also, administrative-political barriers with an
average of 0.426, lack of trained manpower and local en-
trepreneurs with an average of 0.417, lack of participa-
tory, individual, and social spirit of the local community
to invest with a total average of 0.407, and weak domestic
and foreign investment with an average of 0.397 were in
the next ranks.

4. Discussion

It is suggested that large-scale national support be put
on the agenda by the Islamic Consultative Assembly to
approve support for the establishment of small-scale agri-
cultural industries in disadvantaged areas. In addition, due
to the strictness of banks in providing facilities in such
areas, it is necessary to support banks located in deprived
areas to provide easier credit to those in charge of setting
up small-scale industries in the agricultural sector.

It is suggested that the Industries and Mines Organiza-
tion simplify the administrative process of applying for
licenses to set up and continue the activities of micro-in-
dustrial units in the agricultural sector. Also, by informing
the villagers about the administrative process and bureau-
cracy, obtaining licenses, and the operation of small-scale
industrial units in the agricultural sector, steps should be
taken to reduce these obstacles.

It is suggested that by holding educational-extension
classes, local exhibitions, banners, and advertising bro-
chures, as well as using the high potential of cyberspace
and social networks, local people be educated about
small-scale industrial activities in the agricultural sector.
The final proposal of this research is presented consid-
ering the role and importance of attracting domestic and
foreign investment; it is necessary to provide the grounds
for attracting domestic and foreign investors by introduc-
ing the agricultural potentials of Kakavand village in the
country.

5. Conclusion

The final proposal of this research is presented consid-
ering the role and importance of attracting domestic and
foreign investment; it is necessary to provide the grounds
for attracting domestic and foreign investors by introduc-
ing the agricultural potentials of Kakavand village in the
country.
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