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Abastract

The eastern side of Central Zagros is one of the most important areas in the Neolithic
development, which has remained unknown in terms of its common cultural tradition as
requires more in detail studies. Among these unknowns, “Malayer Plain” is associated with the
effects of the “Late Neolithic” period Traditions. In terms of role and color, this is a part of the
6" Millennium B.C., which due to the evolution of Pottery-making can be distinguished from
the earlier periods. One of the most important pottery traditions is Sarab-Style, which is a pivot
point to the recognition of the Late Neolithic of Central Zagros. This type of pottery has been
identified along the eastern boundaries of Central Zagros on Malayer plain. This cultural region
is considered as a blind spot of Neolithic studies due to the lack of question-oriented studies.
The present research is based on the of Trench | & Il excavation of the Tappeh Posht-e
Forodgah studying the presence of Late Neolithic tradition on the Malayer plain, answering the
question: What are the common Neolithic cultures of the Malayer Plain and by which common
Late Neolithic cultural traditions of the Central Zagros has affected? In order to analyze the
stratigraphy of the settlements formed at the Tappeh Posht-e Forodgah, a complete view of the
Neolithic sequence on the eastern boundaries of Central Zagros, an excavation of the Posht-e
Forodgah Site was carried out. How that two traditions of pottery or domestic or non-domestic
potteries were common in this region simultanously; Eventually, the impact of the Late
Neolithic period and common cultural traditions of Kermanshah plain (Segabi, Syahbid and
Sarab) and Lurestan (Qelagap) on the Malayer Plain have been attested.

Keywords: Late Neolithic, Malayer Plain, Posht-e Forudgah Tepe, Pottery Traditions, Cultural
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1.Intuoduction

So far, the early village period of the eastern boundaries of Central Zagros, especially Hamadan
region has not been studied adequately; early village period settlements of the region were
firstly reported by Stornakh and Howell surveys on Malayer plain. During the study of Samen
sector of Malayer plain in 2008, there are 5 Late Neolithic sites were foud, which had been
previously identified by Howell as well. Despite of the identification of several Neolithic
settlements on Malayer plain, there has no systematic excavation has been carried out
identifying the cultures of the given period before the present study. It should be noted that,
there is no reliable study on the current political divisions of Hamedan province has not been
surveyed in terms of the early village period except in Malayer Plain. The present study
approaches to study that, how the Neolithic communities evolved from the western parts of
Central Zagros to its eastern boundaries of Malayer plain, by methodical study, using
archaeological study of the Tappeh Posht-e Forodgah due to its strategic location compared to
other Late Neolithic sites on Malayer plain. It is hoped that we will be able to answer the
ambiguities of the Late Neolithic of the eastern parts of Central Zagros, centered on the Malayer
plain, and shed light to the dark aspects of this period. On the basis of surface findings, it seems
that the Late Neolithic material of Malayer plain, could be made locally; WOB pottery
recovered from Neolithic sites of Central Zagros, is found from the Tappeh Posht-e Foroudgah
as well. Due to the rare volume of surface artifacts and the lack of methodical studies,
understanding the way of cultural developments of the settlements to propose a common
settlement model with neighboring areas, is fairly difficult; but, using purposeful research on
Tappeh Posht-e Frodgah, some Late Neolithic ambiguities of Malayer plain were came to light.
Different types of the Late Neolithic traditions of Central Zagros can be recognized in Malayer
plain, in addition to confirm the presence of linear and geometric patterned pottery common in
Tepe Syahbid, Tepe Segabi and Tepe Sarab; this pottery was also identified at QelaGap and
Tepe Goran, while being affected by the western parts of Kermanshah plain, while it shows the
presence of common Late Neolithic cultures of Lurestan in Malayer plain. Methodologically,
this article is mainly based on the combined field and library studies. The description and
analysis of the findings is in a historical-analytical method approaching to field studies from the
results of a season of excavation in two workshops at Tappeh Posht-e Frodgah. In this research,
the geographical conditions of the studying region is explained firstly, then the excavation
findings are discussed describing the characteristics of ecology and studying the current climatic
and biological conditions affecting the condition of the region, and finally examining the
common Late Neolithic developments of Malayer plain have been discussed.

Archaeological excavations at the Tappeh Posht-e Frodgah carried out via two Trenchs (I & 1)
in central and eastern parts of the Site (Fig. 1 & 2). From these, the cultural material from Early
Chalcolithic to Late Neolithic have been revealed.

Trench I: This workshop was established as the main workshop on the center and at the highest
point of the Site with dimensions of 5x5 meters (in diameter) identifying its cultural sequence,
continued to a depth of 230 cm, finally.

Trench I1: This workshop was established as a sub-workshop on the eastern side of the Site
with dimensions of 2x2 meters (in diameter). This Trench includes three settlement periods
spanning from the Early Chalcolithic to Late Neolithic Period.

Among the objects founded from the Neolithic deposites, there 91 pieces of lithic tools (Stone
Tools) made of flint or chert (red and gray), including blades (Fig. 5, No. 1-9), point (Fig. 5, No.
14-10), and debitag, Ground stone (made of flint and granite), bone awl (Fig. 6) have recovered.
The most abundant cultural finds of Tappeh Posht-e Frodgah other than pottery, are the different
types of spindle whorl. These finds are made of baked clay (Fig. 7, No. 3-5) and their surface is
smoothed, of them some have seen with crescent decorations (or some kind of sign and symbol)
(Fig. 7, No. 1 & 2). From the Trench | & Il, 2 samples of zoomorphic figurine and 13 pieces of
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broken figurine made of baked clay have obtained. Two samples of figurine are four-legged
animals (probably a dog; Fig. 8). There are various types of pendants beads made of baked clay
and soft stone among the findings is worthy to note; in terms of form these have bullet,
cylindrical, disc, square and conical shapes (Fig. 9). The raw material of these stone beads is
different, some of which are marble, granite, etc. Pottery with a creamy fabric and slip, and a
polished tip, and scattered pieces of baked clay (Fig. 10) are other cultural finds on the Tappeh
Poshteh-e Forodgah.

As mentioned, this was the first excavation that specifically studied the Neolithic period of
Malayer Plain. The location of the Tappeh Poshteh-e Forodgah. along with other identified
factors, on the basis of discovered artifacts such as soft red geometrically painted pottery
pottery, stone tools, figurins, etc. backed to the Neolithic period has revealed a new perspective
on the Neolithic period of Central Zagros. The relatively flat and large Malayer plain on the
southern slopes of the Alvand mountain range has always been considered by the nomadic
population from the Neolithic period to the present day, has been used as a seasonal camp.
Studying the Tappeh Poshteh-e Forodgah cultural similarities with the Late Neolithic period
tradition of the region such as, Tepe Sarab (SV area), Tepe Goran (Tr. D), Tepe Segabi (Tr.C3),
Qelagap (Tr. I & II), Tepe Syahbid (layer 3-106 in Trench 1), Ravahole, Deh-Haji, Chogha
Maran (layer 306 in Trench 3), reflects the cultural interactions of nomadic communities on the
east Boundaries of Central Zagros.
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Map 1. The Location of the Neolithic sites of Malaye plain showing the Tappeh Posht-e Forodgah on the
Haram Rud river basin (Beik Mohammadi, 2018).
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Fig 1. A View from Tr. | (right: the Arial view of the site, Left: a view from the Tr. | during the
excavation) the Tappeh Posht-e Forodgah (Beik Mohammadi, 2018).
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Fig 2. A View from Tr. Il (right: the Arial view of the site, Left: a view from the Tr. Il during the
excavation) the Tappeh Posht-e Forodgah (Beik Mohammadi, 2018).



b »
M/ 1B Glnsli X 850 Y 8,50 (DAl
.

1ol 50 (3l e (B0 (i )0 (woa (K 98 5D (hsiie Jlaw (o jpa> & axgi L
Sy 5 lore Jlizl jpam a4 Sliws 5 1 o)1 slaadly JooSS Gon b (3,0 Al (59 2
YL s )8 slml o8l (ol g ol Sew Jliw b was (Siwy slaSin 3 slaay
d ol 4y s 5,5l ol 5 (Shug L sanls Cawoas (g )loxs 1 sanled e a5 ol o lull
Soop (e (Siwg) Sew sloliw gg 51 GI Sgelt b )b Asiie sbaJlin 4 pbcwss
032 (F S oaigd bl 2 L 1,3 U5 503 hgine 3955 slaJliw 55 5l loarins

] J.n) C).m L®) AS(V Jiw) .Jud)f @LMJL—AN M U)‘ )‘ qu.ns M)‘M‘ 3)99 L)“'“"

(I o515 5l ladd) (52 ¥ 5 ¥ (slovoas) oDl ]590 51 SlociizeS oligS |l aiul:l 5,40

o515 51 s g0ty g | ol5,15 51 atigs 6)8) maod Siasg o 5550 51 SorolisS ()il 1 5,50

(N
B 5 51 s O jgody o | o515 51 aigs (gl)lo) Sy e 4 (S 1A5 6,90 51 s ol 8,90
(N

Sox Sl 5 C (Baw pgw 8590 £95 aPls laJliw b plaativd (o (St A 5B) AV 5550
(1 oS5 5 Lasd)

R G L so950 (i slaaisS g (Sue )8 slge 805l 0 slatins (wa (Saws B 1)V 690
OB, 95,0 5 131 S swses blj

st 8ol gla Jlis o Jlis gl o Simy lge 551 ,1,0 (glaiind (yaz Siwss C 51) VI 6,90
) ey 835093 sha b oS (ol 5 slosed (S by b oaiiSs g 05 s oL el L s

Elevaiton: 1680 olfsg, a4 b izl I3
o wfiz g I
ST - . m
A
Adan oy [ 1V
i oy [V

g iy [P VI

Fig 3. An artificial section profile of the site on the basis of the excavated deposites and discovered
Sequence the Tappeh Posht-e Forodgah (Beik Mohammadi, 2018).
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