Journal of Central Eurasia Studies, Faculty of Law and Political Science
Vol. 14, No.1, Spring & Summer 2021; pp. 1-25

Comparative Analysis of the Competition Model of the
United States and the Russian Federation in Central
Eurasia (2000-2020)

Seyed Javad Emamjomehzadeh”
Associate Professor of Political Science, University of Isfahan
Mahnaz Goodarzi
Associate Professor of International Relations, Islamic Azad University, Khorasgan Branch
Ghasem Rahimi Chosli
Ph.D. Student of International Relations, Islamic Azad University, Khorasgan Branch
(Date received: 14 Aug. 2020 - Date approved: 7 Feh. 2021)

Abstract

The strategic area of Central Eurasia is one of the most important regions in
the post-Soviet space, accepting the rivalry between the Russian Federation
and the United States, and has introduced itself as a mirror of international
politics. Regarding the strategic culture of Moscow’s foreign policy, it can
be said that since the Russian Federation does not want to fully maintain the
basic rules of the international system, nor does it seek to make extensive
changes to the rules of this order, hence the idea of “reformist” activism
Comes to mind. Reform activists are actors who pursue different motives
and methods than other actors in international politics. The Russian
Federation, as a reformist power, has on its agenda the two principles of
peaceful coexistence and the creation of a multipolar world in its new
foreign policy. In this context, the Russian Federation, on the one hand, does
not reject any change in the status quo and intervention abroad (Central Asia,
South Caucasus, Black Sea, and Baltic), and on the other, is dissatisfied with
the current state of the international system and wants a complete
transformation. It is not in the rules that govern it either.

As for the United States’ movements in the geographical territory of Central
Eurasia, it can be said that Washington generally seeks to sign bilateral and
multilateral military agreements with Georgia, Ukraine, Romania, and the
Czech Republic, following political intervention and attempts to bring the
republics of the region under its security umbrella. In this regard, Poland is
trying to move forward and most importantly, is building several anti-missile
defense systems in the frame of NATO expansion. Although the White
House has claimed that the purpose of the missile defense shield is to protect
the United States and NATO members from North Korea’s threats and the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s ballistic missiles, nevertheless the Kremlin sees it
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as a serious threat to its national security. Moscow is very serious and
determined in its position and constantly declares that the justification of the
United States for the establishment of a missile defense shield is a mere
excuse for the blockade of the Russian Federation. The Russian Federation
considers the United States moves in this regard an attempt to achieve
“strategic superiority” and to play with the result of a zero-sum game, which
is targeted at the same time as weakening strategic depth, geopolitical
contraction, and Moscow’s exclusion from European arrangements. From
the above-mentioned points, it can be concluded that the main issues
affecting the political-security relations between the Russian Federation and
the United States are mutual threats and suspicions, successive and endless
cycles of de-escalation, and involvement of various internal and external
variables in the current process between the two countries which shows the
complexity and multi-layered nature of this conflict.

The Main Question is: what impact has the strategic culture and its
components had on the actions of the Russian Federation and the United
States in the Central Eurasian region in the last two decades?

The Hypothesis posed by the above-mentioned question is that strategic
culture serves as a driving force behind Moscow’s post-Soviet actions,
including components such as strategic expansionism, the spread of
Orthodox identity and the Russian nationalist discourse, and the
consolidation of national power in the environment. In contrast, the United
States has developed a special strategic culture to promote a culture of
liberal democracy, establish a superpower position and create regional
balance.

The method used in this research is explanatory-prescriptive and the type
of the research is fundamental. The nature of this writing is also qualitative.
The data collection has been through the library method, the use of internet
resources, articles, and documents.

Analyzing the strategic behaviors of political units through the
components of strategic culture has advantages the most important of which
is the possibility of understanding the actions of the actor in question and
predicting the behaviors arising from it. The theory makes it possible for
researchers to understand how countries view strategic issues and what
reactions they emit in a variety of situations, even in emergencies. Regarding
strategic culture, it should be noted that this component is the product of the
historical experience of countries. On the other hand, because experiences
are different among governments, different actors have different strategic
cultures. In this way, it can be said that the strategic culture acts as a
magnifying glass through which the type of relationship between the
international goals, motives, and actions of the Russian Federation and the
United States can be evaluated and examined in the management of
international crises.
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As mentioned at the beginning of the research, the most important
components of the Russian Federation’s strategic culture include geopolitical
features and a development view, the idea of great power and regional
hegemony, dominant authoritarianism, Russian nationalist discourse, and
Slavic-Orthodox identity, and the notion of threat. They have left a deep
impression on the strategic decision-making and foreign policy of the
Russian Federation. In other words, it can be said that Moscow, in
articulating its foreign policy discourse and strategic decision-making, has
relied on the above-mentioned components. Accordingly, the Russian
Federation in the field of foreign policy has strategies such as selective
interaction, soft balance and an emphasis on multilateralism, the great
normative modern strategy, eastward policy, confrontation with
fundamentalism and terrorism, and Russian-oriented political and security
institutionalism in the region which has made the headline of its work.
Regarding the strategic culture of the United States, it must be
acknowledged that to achieve the goals that have been formed under the
influence of its strategic culture, it seeks hegemony and consolidation of its
power in the world. In this regard, the United States has a mission to lead the
world and is committed to global governance. In the meantime, if the
country resorts to military force, it will inevitably use it. As a result, it can be
said that the components that shape the strategic culture of the United States
are aggressive, which is effective in pursuing its aggressive foreign policy in
the strategic context of Central Eurasia.

Keywords: Central Eurasia, Foreign Policy, Russian Federation, Strategic
Culture, the United States.
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