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Esfahan is one of the cities that, despite its ups and downs, retains part of its
historic texture and is relatively healthy. Two factors have contributed to the
maintenance of the relative health of the old city: relatively low rainfall and
low relative humidity on the one hand, and the lack of destructive earthquakes
on the other. The quarter of Jobareh (or Jubara) has a brilliant history as the
oldest quarter in the city of Esfahan. The mosque is the main core of the city
of Esfahan, and its oldest residential quarter dates back to the Achaemenid
period; it is reknowned for the centrality of the establishment of the Jewish
community there. This quarter was famous for its Jewish population from the
beginning of Islam until the fifth century AH. During the Seljuk period, this
quarter was located adjacent to important monuments, including the mosque
and the Seljuk and market complex, and the city square. This paper tries to
answer the following questions: what was the impact of the Jobareh quarter on
the formation and growth of the city of Esfahan in the early Islamic centuries
and what was the role of the Jews as its native and primary inhabitants in the
formation of this historic quarter? The research method used in this study is
descriptive—analytical, based on archaeological data including archaeological
sites, cultural sites and all monuments ranging from pre-Islamic times to the
Safavid period. According to the arguments presented in this paper, one can
conclude that one of the most important centers of Esfahan for immigrant
Arabs was the Jubara quarter, with the Arabs living in this quarter and with its
growing prosperity, it became an important quarter; as time went on, it
became larger than the Jay quarter, and the throne of Esfahan was thus
transferred from Jay to Judea.
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1. Introduction

The selection of Jobareh quarter is important from the point of view that it is the oldest quarter
of the city of Esfahan. As one of the important population centers, it has a brilliant history.
Jobareh is the main core of the city of Esfahan and its oldest residential quarter, which
according to the texts, dates back to the Achaemenid period, and the center of Jewish settlement
was there. This quarter has been known as Judea since the beginning of Islam until the fifth
century AH. In the article, we are looking for answers to the following questions, including:
What was the impact of the Jobareh quarter on the formation, growth and expansion of the city
of Esfahan in the early Islamic centuries? And what was the role of the Jews as its native and
early residents in the formation of this historical quarter? The research method used in the
research is descriptive—analytical type, which is based on the building and works in the
historical context of this area and historical evidence and reports contained in the texts in the
time period before Islam until the Safavid period.

Old Esfahan, or Jay, was a governmental and administrative-political center during the
Sassanid period, and with the presence of “Jayshir” next to it, it created a significant settlement.
The Jews had come to this region from Babylon; due to ethnic and religious differences, this
group did not have socio-economic relationship with the nearby villages and, in fact, lived apart,
in a closed system. For this reason, at that time, Judea had not yet become a city, and we cannot
consider Judea at that time with its small satellite settlements as a city (Shafaqi, 1381: 258-259).
The centers of settlements on the map of old Esfahan indicate that the majority of residential
areas were located towards the north of the river and around Yehudiyeh, and when the
relationship between the settlements increased over time, the urban mass truly began to form
and develop in this area. Studying the map of old Esfahan with its small satellite settlements
makes it clear to us that the development and growth of the city took a circular shape, with the
Masjed-e Jameh, court buildings and the castle forming the main pillars of the city. Different
ethnic groups and social classes have occupied the primary urban core all around for their
residence. At the time of the Arab occupation of Iran and their successive conquests, Esfahan
(Jay) was a target because this city was one of the important gathering and command centers of
the Sassanid military. At such a time, the small and insignificant settlements, which in included
Judea, were spared from the enemy’s attacks and thus became a safe place for the immigrants.

At that time, Judea became the center of immigration, refuge and gathering of disaffected
Iranians who were not happy with Arab domination, including probably the Zoroastrians, who
also had a fire temple there, and saw security in living in Judea and the settlements around it. Its
population increased, but Jay lost its former prosperity. Such an event was the begining of the
growth and development of Judea. Of course with the major social changes that occurred with
the rule of the Islamic system, class, ethnic and tribal differences were reduced and agricultural
and communication activities grew, all of which have been effective factors in creating the city
body in Judea.

The transfer of the government headquarters from Jay to Yehudiyeh caused the rapid growth
and development of Esfahan. The attention of the Arab rules to Judea, which was in line with
the Islamic goals and the spread of Islam, caused its growth and development. The small
satellite villages, which today form the very oldest quarters of Esfahan city, were connected to
each other through regular communcation lines and finally created a city across a significant and
relatively large area. It didn’t take long that at the intersection of Judea and these rural cores, an
authentic trading place was established, which was later named as the old square or Atig, and
with the establishment of the Grand Mosque in the north of the square (156 AH), built overtop
of a small Zoroastrian fire temple (Lord Curzon, 1335: 192), Judea was turned into an important
Islamic city. The presence of the fire temple in the current location of Masjed-e Jameh indicates
the fact that its old residents were Zoroastrians. The development of Judea and its
transformation into a city in the year 156 AH is partially confirmed by the emergence of two
types of historical coins; on one of them the year 129 and Jay, and on the other, the year 199
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and Madinah al-Esfahan are engraved, i.e., indicating that until the year 129 AH, the city was
called Jay and after 199 AH, the year when the Masjed-e- Jameh was built, this settlement
became a city and coins were minted in the name of this city (Jenab, 1371:7-8).
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(3982 9 o) Lol yed adgl sladiwsn .V
AVF AT siiws ledol ot bains JSAS g adgl yolie (ol A28 G 5 410900 5 (> slaling,
Sl b 3 - YV Jlo 0905 10 (> o7med s €ai9e0? ol saal (6,3 ol Ted 0 axil 5 L
N Y08 0) 0 Ol el pdes s ol 1 )3

aee 95w 0,90 o 40 0id dbml old Cudgame yes CE ol s a4 Gkl Ssgs slp
2 013 e o 4w a1 B e 00 Jlgpo €apa5pe? oot 5 () €Ok ed i labns
CodS L aS conl plaz gy Gl aiSS O DYYA (B ydl) wad (S e 90 2 el dgadlyS) e
@olsy Bg> (pl aS bz wb 550 sty 5 W3S S €22 (1S e (Sl Sl Sl ol
e gice o ATY 0

S9u> w39t 9 OIS e plS o (nlite (A5 93 (ul Sl abols hlo 90 ledal (23w g L
aS WS oo 0 Ll £9090 (e ST L cwdie 5 (Vo8 NYFD (Bem cuDlawn] Gl e 1 35S 5 ply g0
5 T AT (usie) €l Jlzr bl 02 (0 5S,5 aSh A5 (o0 S rmed (loen L e &5 09007
SIS 4 g aid (0500 4o ] p3 0 tngi o g Wl o oy docda 1) T Coluw M o ol
Joido g (Shp (b Baiiie (9Pl 5 plad ((29203) 38 (Els ulns aile 355

OV ATYTY (Slaal o igon) €a5ogs



Sl wed <L 1 o 8T 5 (B )b V5o 50 05bga Al oSyl Y.y

Oletol 4id )0 4050 5 (& Semdae (VWY 005 )K5) ) 3) .
Figl:(Author 2018) Location of Jay and Yahudiyeh on the map of Isfahan
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Map4:(Shafaqi,2002:265) The process of historical formation of Isfahan City
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Fig2:(Shafaqi,2002) The fence of the Jobareh gate located at the foot of the forty Daughters
Fig3:(Shafaqgi, 2002) Diyalameh fence in the place of Tell Asheghan in front of Sombolestan garden
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Map5:(Author2018) The loction of Jobare quarter in the modern map of Isfahan
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