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Abstract

Discourse marker is a functional-pragmatic category, not affecting truth
conditions of the sentence. These linguistic elements encode procedural rather
than representative or propositional meanings. Discourse markers have been the
subject of increasing attention in recent years, and have been investigated in
different theoretical frameworks. Among the vast variety of approaches toward
interpreting the role of discourse markers, one major approach is rooted in
Grice's suggestion. By elaborating the concept of conventional implicature along
the previously well-known concept of conversational implicature, Grice (1989)
treats some discourse markers as being instances of the former. He also
conceptualized the concept of non-central or higher-level speech acts to account
for the contribution of these discourse markers to the meaning of their host
sentence. In this article, we will initially describe the characteristics of the
discourse marker "megaer" (‘unless’/’but’) in terms of prototypical
characteristics of discourse markers proposed by Brinton (1996) and Heine
(2013). We then present a diachronic exposition of its semantic development
from having a propositional meaning to a word with a textual and expressive
function in contemporary Persian. This explanation is in accordance with
Traugott’s (1982) analysis of semantic change toward more subjectification.
Ultimately, we have applied a Gricean interpretation to this Persian discourse
marker, as a higher-level speech act. It is argued that "mageer” (‘unless’/’but), in
addition to its function as a connective element (which connects two textual
units or encrypts the connection between the propositional content of an
utterance and its previous context), can help with the performance of a non-
central speech act with the illocutionary force of indicating opposition. Given
the fact that speech acts, in Searl's terms, are the subject of the quadruple felicity
conditions, namely Preparatory, Sincerity, Propositional content and Essential
conditions we have shown how these conditions can be actualized (or applied)
when it comes to higher-level speech acts.
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Discourse Markers are among the most controversial subjects in Pragmatics. Not
affecting truth conditions of the sentence, these linguistic elements encode
procedural rather than representative or propositional meanings. There seem to
be many disagreements among linguists, concerning the terminology and
definition. Besides, there is no general consensus even in the set of expressions
that can be concerned as instances of this term. Discourse markers have been the
subject of increasing attention in recent years, and have been investigated in
different theoretical frameworks. One major approach toward interpreting the
role of discourse markers is rooted in Grice's works (1989). Grice subsumed
some of the discourse markers under the concept of conventional implicature
and as instances of what he called higher-level or non-central speech act. The
significance of this approach is due to its contribution to the development of the
speech act theory.

The Persian word "maegeer" (‘unless’/’but’) has undergone different changes in
meaning and role, leading to its function as a discourse marker in today's
Persian. So far, there has not been any research that specifically studies
"maeger”, which makes the current study the first research on the various
pragmatic aspects of this discourse marker. In this article, we will initially
describe the characteristics of "mager” in terms of prototypical characteristics
of discourse markers proposed by Brinton (1996) and Heine (2013), in order to
demonstrate the fact that this expression mostly functions as a discourse marker
in contemporary Persian. In the next step, we put forward a diachronic
exposition of its semantic development. Ultimately, we have applied a Gricean
interpretation of this Persian discourse marker, as a higher-level speech act.

This paper aims to answer these questions: can we consider'magear" as a
discourse marker in Persian, and if it is so what are its characteristics? How can
we describe "mageer"” as a higher-level speech act, in Gricean terms, and what
would be its illocutionary force? How we can use Searl’s felicity conditions for
this discourse marker?

2. Methodology

Based on a brief discussion about "maegeer'’s characteristics, we have shown
that it has almost every prototypical characteristic of discourse markers
suggested by Brinton (1996) and Heine (2013). Then we put forward a
diachronic exposition by comparing the various meanings of this expression in
11-13 century texts with its meaning in today Persian. For doing so, we
gathered two small corpora, including 150 old usages of the word and 170
contemporary usages. We have shown that its content has changed from a
propositional meaning to a textual and expressive meaning in contemporary
Persian, which is in line with Traugott’s (1982) analysis of semantic-pragmatic
change in the early stages of grammaticalization. Lastly, it is argued that
"meeger" (‘unless’/’but), in addition to its function as a connective element
(which connects two textual units or encrypts the connection between the
propositional content of an utterance and its previous context), can help with the
performance of a non-central speech act with the illocutionary force of
indicating opposition. Given the fact that speech acts, in Searl's terms, are the
subject of the quadruple felicity conditions, namely Preparatory, Sincerity,
Propositional content, and Essential conditions we have shown how these
conditions can be actualized (or applied) when it comes to higher-level speech
acts.

3.Discussion of Results and Conclusions
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Findings can be summarized in several directions. First, it was found that
"mageer"”, a word that was made by combining the negative marker “ma” with
“a&ger” (the result of grammaticalization of “hakeaerem”, an adverb of time),
has gradually accepted a contrastive and concessive meaning. "mager" has
changed from a word with a propositional meaning (referring to a temporal
situation) toward a textual function (which is helping to make a text cohesive)
that is in accordance with Traugott’s (1982) analysis of “while”. In today's
Persian, it has accepted a concessive meaning as well, which is primarily
expressive of the speaker's attitudes toward the addressee or proposition itself.
Second, the interrogative sentences that contain initial "meegeer”, besides
performing a literal speech act (uttering a question) are always carrying an
indirect speech act as well, emphasizing the declarative proposition that is
outwardly target of a yes-no question. The gap between the secondary (literal)
and the primary (indirect) speech act is bridged up with recourse to the higher-
level speech act. By designating on a concessive contrast on the non-central
speech act level, "mager" helps the addressee to infer the indirect speech act on
the central level. In this process (bridging the gap between primary and
secondary speech act), mutual contextual beliefs have a leading role as well.
Third, among the quadruple felicity conditions, namely Preparatory, Sincerity,
Propositional content, and Essential conditions we have shown how these
conditions can be actualized (or applied) when it comes to higher-level speech
acts. To put it concisely, the conditions of propositional content and sincerity are
inapplicable or irrelevant for non-central speech acts in general, but we can
formulate preparatory and essential conditions for "mager" as bellow (H stands
for the hearer and S for the speaker):

Preparatory condition, it is not obvious to H that S believes there is no
opposition.Essential condition, uttering the expression counts as an attempt to
make an opposition between two parts of utterance or between utterance and
contextual assumptions.
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1. illocutionary force
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1. optimal



%, b
VRVIFer limn 9 3l o 35l Y Jloo db‘ft‘ﬁ'}/
o L4

cls Bl e ol Sy, o Sliss Glalei fd oy b aSlz) WS e
(sl JE5ls (Y- Y QY NAAY) g0 S

30 e bl 4 el ped Ll byl o bl )l jshaie a5 il 4345 Wb
ol syl g 23 lez jo blay 4 wes oo lis € Kol oolainl b oasy o5 . k>
RSP AL QRO TR (b Shlsl g o)l ol b o)l35 (A g9 (e
aS Wb ,0 Wlgh co cdbliee a5 sl ol alie Ll caisls 4 gaoge Uizl ol ol
Slr el Coid jo B (pl sgzg g 485 (Bgde 1) Shlaul (pl 9925 ounsS
90 oo Jl&5 0929 00 €« K> (A) Jlio ;0 () SMax jo el blaoul LB Clolrs
cd¥o (G850 Y8 U iy 9 cap g iy Gauid Jol>) o)l58 sy
iy gugd £8b SlUaml 5 0,138 e blES 0529 1 () Jlio jo Ll oyls
S B SO Kty 5 e b ,Se S5l Lol bd iy ol (M)
(FIEF 5, Loi)
L Sjeiws CA0 b gy b Yl a8 ansls il jads e el K6 (1)
(F8D 8,La3) S0ig 0 s 2
g Ciad 1wt b gloyliT slse (gal> € X (A) Jlo jo a5 conl 53 4 oY
Olges 1y Jile ol ool ot Gaw byd oS8 Yk SESS iy
ol o iy ol a5 S 5,5 VS S5 S by 5135 a5
aloz 3ao (o, jo LSl pl jo € X Bds aS Conl (g, ol €04l o
Q—l Sl yigo g oyle Sail g2 sloe o)155 10 (A Aex B> ) 09 wales ):9.@
D 23 ST (i b iy D by ol g (85 il S5
(A dle
S )0l pledial plis jo 5 Ll « K> pw) €S0 Jul> chewp SDlex

L @olas jo o Jad U,J Sl deadls Slaiss slad s flosebl b1y o1 lgs oo

AAYR) i lo 5 S Caggus 58 o8l (glo gl 3 51 g Spls b 1, g 50 28l ] oMl )
byl SeS L (oogee pob @ oadl 2l (S (25 ) ewignds bltul i iuile 5 SU el splaxsle (O
9 oaisS 5 Wsdioo Jld S8l by b g wilbgipe ol b a5 aleygl 0,5 00 D90 dge g0 S
sl ol 3975 eiisln 5 ST sl & il Lo 1, gl el 58 6,00 &5 siiine g o032 s |, LoiT onigid
ool 4dlSe £95 58 58,5 D90 p3Y Lyb g 90 (L



«So» ‘;,Lo.,.as’ Glos s 5 Libo 15 ol /VFY

(+520) Jol (Kot D3zl Bl S o s |y sy cabaz (65000 65
Gy 3y50 ;04 &5 (g3 (glo)lS a5 il yof (5 lare oS Sy
OS peiene f (§yglate 23S (nl O)lse (Fp e dwl A8 F I8 S L
w9l g las 1S le Jold B ((F) Lged asile) Cunl €005 2l el (6l
s s YL gl )l S S L (e 28) gl 5 (a3
205 WS o S o635 e ek (5 S S s 0 by Ll B0l L « S
2 el e (655 50 s 5o 0all 2l s 18 (gL ST 4 (bl plas
2NBl gad 5 \44.9**’5° Bl sl sl cadgl a4 gl (g,las 1S 5l o,
1 7050 5 50 1) p Bged Jloo gl sl
S Oblselees 4 Guyer (B it Jlul g 5 4 Sy sl S (V1)
(FID) o,las) S5 oo
& ooz oI Jade & el ay) S 5 el iy gl S L) o
S Gkl adsl a4 agl Sl ey e 2S5 Pl 3590 50 ool
IMoeil) oo oyl 5,155 ol € bli5 80l L « So» 1098 0 b YL o (5,laS
1 ey 33 il SLUE b (Ohlales & oy b3 Slate Jlol e <8,
GRS 4 S oo ST (30018 el b (635 50 pf (5 S AS) VL mhae
e 51 a8 0alidl BT sely s S0l slaallSie (o by (655 0 dill (g k25
)0 Bl 03,5 28 dyg 90 I, Ll gl a8 SN ayge 50 Ul L contysS
Pl (18 gl Wl e ST o L& ol 5 055 oal (245 51 5l ogaie
Al €0 ,S

GRS Sy plgie 4 « Qa5 slD (Bl Dyge j0 oS Sl (nl um ey
sasSTyzl lssssel sloo )l il B 50 5 €S oS- (555 0 e (5 LS
fo50 a8 3,1 o Wb S (ol lp (SLasdl Llys plas’ ool oS )l

S omaS e Dalls (F-F  id 4 oS o) alf o> Luls ol ol
sl pis aSlyz sl g 6350 8 G oS ©ln Slo)liS lyime
&5 psilen s (glyg, line o wilsle )l (gline a3l iy Bub SlatiS

1. mutual contextual beliefs (MCBs)



% . b 5
VEY/NFee i 9 ol <Y 6ytad Y Jlo d‘dw‘ﬁ)/
. L 4

SLadl lulpd (2 55 655 0 LS S S (S ln e B o)lal iy
Cailo oo Eg090 |

Pl t oo G55 S el b Slasdl Ll Ll sl (VAPR) e
Rb Gl B 5 3 Lulpd ax (59500 Ao S LI o Ja8 (nl (a8l 5 (395
Uy it 505,858 coslin pas b3 OAPY) ol asl ja Logyd Sasly azsls
4z Sl (e 5 Ll (B (5995wl 092y bt (28 BuiS L
g p3Y lpd e ) Ll (6l a5 03 e 0)L8 izmen S 298 2l Tl
) Glardls Glaaiges Cunl ;50 &iled) meites 03l il Sle)l sl « SI
Soteed Lulpd a4 o) Slp (oS S 503 (Saei e Sladised n g arBliS LS
BUKSGUOS QPSS PR B RO S JOVEPN U SCPVE PV Jt- B FRRVOWSUIRV PR G O S PR
Bl G ol géside B 53l Sy o L el Suilesosl bl sl
Sl o IS 5 B coaysF e 51 0l gps ewisid (gl o5 olidl sl
i ol Ll 5o dam LS 35y o9 G 3 (pulil il Sy 51
Oy day oo a5 A plonilgs bl cpe Ko oD L € (S lowslss
Pin 0ansS a5 Cenl pay sdisid (sly &Sz seas Ul e nl ol )3
by Al 5 Jeand 5 095 Cundy Ol L Sezg a4 iSo )l cnl
JLos &5 oaissS Lhate jo bl iila ogzs 5,0 b oailes sl 0050 sl
Al 29l e sl 5 ) See Lulpl Lads ay a5 005 e gl S
808 sy szl sl 1y s byl (g8 oo e (Kl 00,5 S ol sl
355 0o iz S Lags € bl
i o (gl coinsS e S| U RN S92 gkl byd
s QWS ol Szl sl (pile (BB 0929 o9 oy o5 cbls Sl e Ly
ooldl 1) bl&s 05> o2 b «TWlKS o ;)..:.5..»50[.:.; S 065 S ST e sl
S 590 5o 1 (el sy dhgels clon WIS 525 0z ,) el 03,8

1. infelicity
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