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Abstract 
Between the coup in February 1921 and the occupation of Iran by the Allied 
Powers which ultimately put an end to Reza Shah Pahlavi’s reign (1925-
1941), a series of political and social events occurred that led to the rise of 
the absolutist state in the country. The emerging form of governance was 
based on an image of government that influenced the discourse among 
various political groups and movements, including nationalists, leftists, 
Islamists and monarchists, and also reflected the people’s everyday life 
certainties. In this paper, the main research questions are as follows: 1. Was 
the specific image of government rooted in the worldview of the time and 
the everyday life certainties of the ordinary people? 2. What important 
factors in various fields had shaped the image of government? 3. To what 
extent was this image of government resonated in the fictional books in 
literature of this period?  

In the hypothesis, it is asserted that Iran’s modern government in the first 
Pahlavi period had been formed on the basis of an image which can be found 
in the most important Iranian novels of the period, and is rooted in the 
certainties of the daily lives of the Iranian people, and created dichotomies 
such as authoritarianism/ democracy in the various aspects of life. Using the 
method of explaining typical characters in György Lukács’ sociology of 
novel as well as the theoretical framework of Mannheim’s sociology of 
knowledge, the authors study and explain Iranian expectations and views of  
government during 1921-1941 period as indicated in the social novels and 
stories. As in other fields of art, fiction books reflect the socio-political 
ideals of the authors and inevitably manifest the existing realities, and 
circumstances of the society, including each country and region to which 
they belong. As a consequence, the outstanding works of a certain era 
 reflect the authors’ own ideas about the prevailing situation, criticism of 
the   disorder   and  malfunctions,  and  suggestions for change  and  reforms n  
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Furthermore, the authors’ description of imaginary events or re-narrating 
real events, characterization and typification, and even description of 
people's everyday lifestyles in a given time period, reveal their realistic 
views. According to György Lukács account of the decline of aristocracy in 
Balzac’s, despite Balzac's personal attachment to this class, he accurately 
and possibly   unintentionally revealed how  the  emerging   bourgeoisie   
was   gradually seizing socio-economic and political power and 
marginalizing the aristocrats. Similarly, borrowing from Mannheim in 
Ideology and Utopia, we see two different aspects, the ideological aspect and 
the utopian aspect, in the top fiction books written between 1921-1941 
during the reign of Reza Shah. The former refers to the realistic nature of the 
stories and the latter to their critical-idealistic feature which reflects the 
author's specific thoughts and worldview. We hypothesized that the fiction 
books in literature of this period in both ideological and utopian aspects, 
have specific worldviews in relation to the image of government in various 
domains such as domestic, foreign, economic and cultural policies. This was 
in part proposed by Davood Feirahi. 

Among the authors whose works have been examined are Morteza 
Mushfeq Kazemi, Mohammad Ali Jamalzadeh, Mohammad Massoud, 
Sadegh Hedayat, Mohammad Hejazi and Bozorg Alavi. They are among the 
influential thinkers of their time and remain familiar names for Iranian 
readers. In addition, we studied the available critiques which evaluate the 
key ideas and interpret the authors’ intentions, and discuss the weaknesses of 
the works by providing supporting evidence. The interpretations of the 
authors’ specific narratives, especially the works of Abdul Ali Dastghib was 
examined in order to better understand these written accounts of the past. 
The content analysis of these fictions helps to analyze and decipher some 
hidden aspects of factors in various areas such as domestic politics, foreign 
policy, economic policy, cultural policy (worldview) which affected the 
formation and reformation of government. This will in turn help us to 
understand the advent of dichotomies such as authoritarianism/ democracy, 
independence/ dependence, public interest/ private ownership, and finally 
value-normative duality and friction in government and politics of the time. 
Although these dichotomies initially appeared in this time period, they 
remained a permanet fixture in the debates in the currents of thought in 
Iranian political circles. Consequently, the analysis of their roots is very 
important in better understanding the clashes of ideas and worldviews in 
Iranian society today and even predicting the probable future developments. 

 
Keywords: Iranian Fictions, Authoritarianism, Pre-revolution Image of 
Government, Sociology of Novels, Ideological and Utopic Aspects 

 
Acknowledgments 
It is our sad honor to express gratitude to Dr. Davood Feirahi for his lifelong 
efforts as our professor and thesis supervisor to inspire and challenge us and 
his other students at the UT. He has been greatly missed since his sudden 
death due to Coronavirus last year. 
 



 

 

888                                                                                                                                    Nasr et al. 

Declaration of conflicting interests  
The authors declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to the 
research, authorship, and/or publication of this article.  
 
Funding  
The authors received no financial support for the research, authorship, and/or 
publication of this article.  
 
ORCID iDs: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1094-7631 

 
References 
Afzali, Ali; and Zeinab Ghasemi Asl. (2015) “Motāleh-ʼi tasvir-e dahe-ye 

bist-e jenoob-e Īrān dar romān-e hamsāye-hā (A Study of the Portrayal 
of the South of Iran in the 1940s in the Novel, the Neighbors),” Adab-e 
farsi (Persian Literature) 5, 2: 113-133, <DOI:10.22059/ jpl. 2016. 
57810>. [in Persian] 

Ajand, Yaghob. (1994) Adabiyāt-e dastāni dar Īrān va mamālek-e eslāmi 
(Fiction in Iran and Islamic Countries). Tehran: Armin. [in Persian] 

Alavi, Bozorg. (1978) Sālāri’hā (The Salaris). Tehran: Amirkabir. [in 
Persian] 

———. (2004) "Yek zan-e khoshbakht (A Fortunate Woman)," in Bozorg 
Alavi, Gileh Mard (Gilani Man). Tehran: Negah, 3

rd
 ed. [in Persian] 

———. (2012) Sheshm’hā ’yash (Her Eyes). Tehran: Negah, 12
th
 ed. [in 

Persian] 
Arianpour, Yahya. (2006) Zendeghi va āsār-e hedāyat (Life and Works of 

Hedayat). Tehran: Zavar, 2
nd

 ed. [in Persian] 
Dastgheib, Abdul Ali. (1979) Naghd-e āsār-e bozorg-e alavi (A Critique of 

Bozorg-e-Alavi's Works). Tehran: Farzāneh. [in Persian] 
———. (n.d.) Naghd-e asār-e Hedāyat (Critique of Hedāyat's Works). 

Tehran: Sepehr. [in Persian] 
Ebrahimi, Mokhtar; and Shafa Deihiminezhad. (2021, Spring) “Tahlil-e 

goftemān-e ghodrat dar dāstān-e siāvosh bar asās-e nazarieh-ʼi ghodrat-
e michel foko (A Discourse Analysis of Power in the Story of Siavash 
based on the Michel Foucault’s Theory of Power,” Adab-e farsi 
(Persian Literature) 10, 2: 191-212, <DOI: 10.22059/jpl. 2020. 297557. 
1639>. [in Persian] 

Feirahi, Davood. (2011) Fegh va siyāsat dar Īrān-e moāser: fegh siyāsi va 
fegh-e mashroteh (Jurisprudence and Politics in the Contemporary 
Iran: Political Jurisprudence and Constitutional Jurisprudence). 
Tehran: Ney, Vol. 1. [in Persian] 

———. (2014) Fegh va siyāsat dar Īrān-e moāser: tahavol-e hokomat'dari 
va hokomat-e eslāmi (Jurisprudence and Politics in the Contemporary 
Iran: The Evolution of Governance and Islamic Government). Tehran: 
Ney, Vol. 2. [in Persian] 

Ghanoonparvar, Mohammad Reza. (2013) In a Persian Mirror: the Images 
of the West and the Westerners in Iranian Fiction), trans. Mehdi 
Najafzadeh. Tehran: Tisa. [in Persian] 



  

Politics Quarterly, Journal of the Faculty of Law and Political Science, 51 (3) 2021        889 

Jamalzadeh, Seyed Mohammad Ali. (1941) Yeki bood, yeki nabood (Once 
Upon a Time). Tehran: Parvin. [in Persian] 

———. (2000) Ghoultashan Divān (A Gigantic Goblin). Tehran: Sokhan. 
[in Persian] 

———. (n.d.a) Dār’ol majānin (Mad House). Tehran: University of Tehran 
Press. [in Persian] 

———. (n.d.b) Rāh’āb nāmeh (The Letter of Waterway). Tehran: Kānon-e 
Marefāt. [in Persian] 

Kalirad, Ali. (2014) “Noghteh’ī   dar tārik’khāneh (tahlil-e ravānshenākhti 
dou dāstān-e kotāh-e tārik’khāneh āsār-e Sādegh hedāyat va noghte’ī 
bar rū-yi naghsheh āsār-e said faegh, (A Place in the Dark Room (A 
Psychological Analysis of Two Short Stories, the Dark Room by Sadeq 
Hedāyat and a Dot on the Map by Said Faegh," Pajohesh’ha-ye 
Īrān’shenāsi (Iranian Studies) 2, 4: 5-63, <DOI:10.22059/jis.2015. 
56676>. [in Persian] 

Hedayat, Sadegh. (1962) "Talab-e Amorzesh (Seeking Absolution)," in 
Sadegh Hedayat, Ce ghatre khoon (Three Drops of Blood). Tehran: 
Amirkabir, 6

th
 ed. [in Persian] 

———. (1977) Boof-e koor (The Blind Owl). Tehran: Javidan. [in Persian] 
Hejazi, Mohammad. (1961) Zibā (The Beautiful). Tehran: Sina, 7

th
 ed. [in 

Persian] 
Knoblauch, Hubert. (2015) Mabāni-e jāmeh’shenāsi-e marefāt 

(Fundamentals of Sociology of Knowledge), trans. Keramat’ollah 
Raskh. Tehran: Ney. [in Persian] 

Lukács, György. (2008) Jāmeh’shenāsi-e romān (Sociology of the Novel). 
Tehran: Mahi. [in Persian] 

Mannheim, Karl. (2001) Ideology va utopia: moghadem’ī bar 
jāmeh’shenāsi-e shenākht (Ideology and Utopia: An Introduction to the 
Sociology of Knowledge), trans. Fariborz Majidi. Tehran: Samt. [in 
Persian] 

Massoud, Mohammad. (2005) Tafrihāt-e shab (The Night Entertainment). 
Tehran: Talawang. [in Persian] 

———. (2006) Bahār-e Umr (Spring of Life). Tehran: Talawang. [in 
Persian] 

———. (2019) Dar talāsh-e Moāsh (Trying to Make a Living). Tehran: 
Omide-e-Farda. [in Persian] 

Meskoob, Shahrokh. (2007) Dāstān-e adabiyāt va sarghozasht-e ejtema 
(The Story of Literature and The History of Society). Tehran: Farzan 
Rooz, 4

th
 ed. [in Persian] 

Moini Alamdari, Jahangir. (2015) Zist-e Jahān va ahamiyat-e ān barāye 
nazarieh-ye siyāsi (Lifeworld and Its Importance For Political Theory). 
Tehran: Rokhdad-e No. [in Persian] 

Moghadamshad, Mahmood Reza. (2017) Romān’hā-ye ejtemāʿi va tasvir-e 
hokomat dar Īrān-e mo’āser (The Social Novels and the Image of 
Government in the Contemporary Iran, 1979-1921), A PhD 
Dissertation in Political Science, Faculty of Law & Political Science, 
University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. 



 

 

890                                                                                                                                    Nasr et al. 

Moshfeq Kazemi, Morteza (n.d.a). Yadeghār-e yek shab (A Memorabilia of a 
Night). Tehran: Omid-e-Fardā, Vol. 2. [in Persian] 

———. (n.d.b). Tehrān-e makhoof (Terrible Tehran). Tehran: Omid-e-
Fardā, Vol. 1. [in Persian] 

Zéraffa, Michel. (1989) Adabiyāt-e dāstāni: romān va vagheeāt-e ejtemāʿi 
(The Novel and Social Reality). Tehran: Foroughi. [in Persian] 

 
 
 

 

This article is an open-access article distributed under the 
terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 
(CC-BY) license. 

 


