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Sustainable development of Agri-tourism is a solution for the optimal use of the tourism industry. But
one of the main reasons for the non-implementation of development policies is the lack of necessary
mechanisms to identify and analyze the many stakeholders that should be in a participatory process for
sustainable management of Agri-tourism development. The present mixed study was conducted with
the aim of analyzing the stakeholders of sustainable development of Agri-tourism in the west of Mazan-
daran Province. In order to identify these stakeholders, the stakeholders’ information was collected from
experts in the field of agricultural tourism. After interviewing 17 of them and during four Delphi stages,
25 people were identified as stakeholders of sustainable development of Agri-tourism and using a semi-
structured interview with two representatives of each stakeholder group (50 interviews in total), it was

Key words: determined how to exercise the power of the stakeholders according to the type of their benefit. Based
Stakeholders on the results, the main stakeholders in the sustainable development of agricultural tourism were mostly
Analysis, Power government organization, including the Agriculture Jihad Organization, Cultural Heritage Organization,
and Benefit of Natural Resources and Watershed Management Organization and Environment Protection Organization,
Stakeholders, Agri- © which in terms of five types of legal power, knowledge power, economic power, political power and so-
tourism, Tourism cial power were in a higher position. The proposed classification can be used to create capacity, promote
sustainability, Ma- participation and interaction among stakeholders according to the type of power and benefit in the
zandaran Province  process of sustainable development of Agri-tourism.
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Extended Abstract tourism called agricultural tourism, an activity to attract

tourists to a region in order to diversify agricultural ac-

1. Introduction tivities and receive tourists on the farm, which causes

prosperity and development of income and economy.

ombining the tourism sector with the And migration from local communities is reversed. Sus-

agricultural industry is a new type of tainable development of agricultural tourism is a solution
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for the optimal use of this tourism industry. Sustainable
tourism development is a balanced and comprehensive
development in all sectors, and therefore it is necessary
to identify stakeholders, define their role and plan from
the bottom up with the participation and cooperation of
all stakeholders. However, one of the main reasons for the
non-implementation of development policies is the lack
of necessary mechanisms for identifying, analyzing and
Role-Playing various stakeholders which should have
cooperation, coordination and synergy in a participatory
process based on sustainability and resilience for sustain-
able management of agricultural tourism development.

2. Methodology

The present mixed study was conducted with the aim
of analyzing the stakeholders of sustainable development
of Agri-tourism in the west of Mazandaran Province. In
order to identify the stakeholders, stakeholders’ informa-
tion was collected from experts in the field of agricultural
tourism. After interviewing 17 of them and during four
Delphi stages, 25 people were identified as stakehold-
ers of sustainable development of Agri-tourism and us-
ing a semi-structured interview with two representatives
of each stakeholder group (50 interviews in total), it was
determined how to exercise the power of the stakeholders
according to the type of their benefit.

3. Results

Based on the results, the main stakeholders in the sus-
tainable development of agricultural tourism were mostly
government organizations, including the Agriculture
Jihad Organization, Cultural Heritage Organization,
Natural Resources and Watershed Management Organi-
zation and Environment Protection Organization, which
in terms of five types of legal power, knowledge power,
economic power, political power and social power were
in a higher position. The analysis of the interviews in the
form of conventional content analysis resulted in the iden-
tification of 428 sentences in the form of 125 conceptual
propositions in five dimensions.

4. Discussion

Given that most of the stakeholders are government or-
ganizations and have been identified as the main stake-
holders (high power, high benefit) of sustainable develop-
ment of agricultural tourism, they can seek the support
and opinion of high-ranking officials in order to provide
facilities and remove obstacles and provide the neces-
sary conditions for sustainable development. It is nec-
essary for these stakeholders to participate in all stages
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of planning from design to evaluation of the process of
sustainable development of agricultural tourism. Primary
stakeholders (high power, low profit) can contribute to
the success of the programs, especially its proper imple-
mentation, but since they do not benefit much from the
sustainable development of agricultural tourism, unlike
the first group (Main stakeholders), their presence for
development cannot be expected. But their presence and
participation can speed up the process and help improve
the process. Tourists are also in this group, which as one
of the important components of sustainable development
of agricultural tourism, it is necessary to use their opin-
ions and advice. In the group of secondary stakeholders
(low power, high benefit) of sustainable development of
agricultural tourism, most of these individuals and organi-
zations do not have much power to influence the process
and its implementation. Careful planning is also needed to
get the group involved because the group do not cooper-
ate much until they are sure of the personal benefit they
would earn. Farmers, who are the focus of all programs
for the sustainable development of agricultural tourism,
are in this group and do not have high risk-taking power,
and attracting their attention requires expert planning and
time. But the minor stakeholders (low power, low benefit)
of sustainable development of agricultural tourism are not
very effective in advancing the goals of the work and their
elimination does not interfere with the work.

5. Conclusion

This study provides a comprehensive view of identify-
ing the main factors involved in the sustainable devel-
opment of agricultural tourism by their importance and
strength. In general planning, where detailed information
about the stakeholders is not required, the results of this
section can be used according to the type of planning from
any of the stakeholder groups in this section. Finally, the
proposed classification, which allows the comparison of
different stakeholders based on their type of power and
benefit, can be a good tool for networking, capacity build-
ing and promoting participation and cooperation among
different stakeholders in the sustainable development of
the agricultural tourism process.
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